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PREFACE 


AVE you ever realized how wonderful and full of interest the 
H Empire is ? 

The great Exhibition at Wembley has opened the eyes of many, 
but we need to use imagination as well, and to reinforce that imagina- 
tion with knowledge. Think of the sunny lands and the ice-clad 
mountains ; the peoples of all sorts and conditions ; the endless diver- 
sity of industries, and of the inexhaustible wealth that is waiting 
only to be developed. Think, too, of the brave and adventurous 
men who won the Empire, and of those who have shown so recently 
how staunchly they are prepared to defend it. It is truly all like 
a story from The Arabian Nights, and not half has ever been told. 
This book describes briefly by pen and picture all the principal parts 
of the Empire, and when you have read it you will certainly have a 
new interest and a new feeling of pride in what has been so aptly 
described as 


“OUR GLORIOUS HERITAGE.” 


The Editor desires to acknowledge very gratefully all the kind- 
ness and most willing assistance he has received from the represen- 
tatives of the various Governments and from a host of other helpers. 
Mention must be specially made of the following :— 

The High Commissioner for Australia. 
p. Canada. 


» New Zealand. 

) 56 Ah », the Union of 

South Africa, 

», Newfoundland. 
” % S », Rhodesia. 

The Agent-General for New South Wales. 


5 a » 4, South Australia. 


The Agent-General for British Columbia. 
oe a S s Ontario. 
Ae "a x », Quebec. 
te ae » 4, Nova Scotia. 
The Federated Malay States Govern- 
ment. 
The West India Committee, . 


The British North Borneo (Chartered) Com- 
pany. 


5. a »» 4, Queensland. The Canadian Pacific Railway Company, 
" a » 4, Western Australia. The Canadian National Railways, 
on tas » 4, Tasmania, 


The Sudan Government Agency. 


By courtesy of) (The Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 
BLACKFOOT INDIANS OF CANADA. 


ites hORY AND THE 
SECRET 


ERE is a story more wonderful than any in the Arabian Nighis. 

It is the story of a nation living in a small group of islands 

off the west of Europe, under whose flag live to-day more than a 
quarter of the world’s inhabitants. 

That nation is ours. But some of us forget, many have never 
been told, how amazing and exciting a history ours has been, and 
how vast and varied our Empire is. This book is written in the hope 
of making people in the Homeland prouder than ever of their glorious 
heritage, and people in the various parts of the Empire prouder of 
each other and of all they hold in common. 

We must begin at the beginning, as all good stories should. Once 
upon a time—a little more than a thousand years ago, to be precise— 
died the noble king of the brave West Saxons, Alfred the Great. He 
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was all that we love to regard as “ British ”’ in spirit and in character. 
He it was who really founded London, though long before his time 
Romans and Saxons and Danes had built fortresses on the banks of 
the Thames. Now—little more than a thousand years after—London 
is the mother-city of an Empire whose children are scattered under 
every sky. Upon the King of this nation and his counsellors rests a 
burden such as no other king has ever carried. When boys and girls 


W. A.M 
A WAR CANOE, SOLOMON ISLANDS. : enselt & Cp. 


going over Westminster Bridge, see the lights in the Houses of 
Parliament, they must think that from that centre go unseen wires to 
the ends of all the earth. It is the Council Chamber of the Common- 
wealth, to which millions of many races look with love and reverence, 
There have been many empires, but never one like this. 

A thousand years ago ! The river Thames ran then as it runs 
to-day. And far away in India the mountains stretched then as 
they do to-day, a mighty wall, nearly 30,000 feet high. The torrents 


were rushing down the gorge of the Zambesi in Africa. Everywhere 


Nature had done its work and prepared a home for Man. Long before 


Man came—very long before we came—the highest mountains in 
10 
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A ZEBRA HUNT, BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


There are still enormous areas in Africa where wild beasts roam in perfect freedom and it is the favourite 
country of the big-game hunter. Zebras are beautiful creatures, but their flesh is not at all highly esteemed 
gS and the bearers will often refuse to eat it. 
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the world were there, and if Mount Everest could speak it would 
think of us as but of yesterday. On the other side of the world the 
lakes of Canada and its vast prairies were ready, but only a few red 
men as yet fished and hunted there, and stalked their enemies. Moun- 
tains, lakes, rivers, deserts—vast and even terrible—were waiting for 
countless years. It is only a few years since some of them were dis- 
covered. When our grandfathers went to school they knew nothing 
of Central Africa, with the rivers and lakes which now are ours. We 
are very late comers. 

A thousand years ago the sacred river Ganges ran through the 

| _., plain of India, and pilgrims 

bathed in it then as they do 
to-day. What brought our 
people there? How did 
we come in? The Indus, 
the Niger, the St. Law- 
rence—the list could soon 
be made long—were all 
waiting ; what stories they 
could tell of nations which 
came and went ! 

! PA aM teBe Gold lay hidden in the 

Fae. ZULU RICKSHAW BOYS, BRE ace: heart of Australia and dia- 

monds in Africa ; but more 

precious than gold were the rich fields suitable for corn, and the 
pasture-lands waiting only for settlers. It is a rich Empire which 
comes to us, not because we have earned it, but because others 
have toiled and suffered and died. If we think of our inheritance - 
as it came from the hand of Nature we must admit that, without 
stepping over the boundary of the Empire, we could see most of the 
noblest sights in the world. Nature has left nothing out. 

In that home, since it is so vast, we should expect to find many 
varieties of climate. There are regions of eternal snow; there are 
also countries where there is no word for “ ice,” and the puzzled 
Englishman has to speak of “ waters that do not move.” But it is 
noteworthy to how large an extent our Empire lies in countries where 
white men can live. Even in Tropical Africa we have many highlands 
where our race can live in health. Our territories are almost evenly 
divided, so that half of the Empire is in darkness when the other 
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STATE PROCESSION IN AN INDIAN CITY. 
The Indians are very fond of processions and shows of all kinds. The elephants are frequently even more 
gorgeously decorated than the men. 
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half is in the light. All this natural setting was there a thousand years 
ago, when a little people were settled in England with no thought 
except to beat back the_Danes. 

We sometimes forget how much of a new-comer Man is; there 
are many much older inhabitants of the world than he. In thinking of 
our inheritance we must not forget them. It would not be easy to 
make a complete list of these earlier residents in our Empire home ; in- 
deed, it would surprise anyone who has not tried to find how many of 
the creatures in the London Zoo belong to our Empire. In India alone 
there are 4,100 species of vertebrates, including 1,617 species of birds : 
but India is not a country, it isa continent. These creatures remind us 
of the long, long centuries before Man came; and they tell us how 
varied is the Empire in which the “lean white bear” in the Arctic 
snows lives under the same rule as the elephant and the giraffe and the 
kangaroo. 

Long before the British came to America and India and Africa and 
Australia, there were other races in possession. The British Empire is 

eae like a great river 
which has been made 
through the pouring 
into one river-bed of 
many streams. Each 
of those streams had 
its own history and 
its own treasures. 
There were negroes 
in Africa ; Red 
Indians in Canada: 
Chinese, some of 
them mighty pirates, 
in Hong Kong ; and 
in some countries 
there were European 
settlers before us— 
the Dutch in Cape 
Colony, the French 
rere in Canada, Spaniards 
IVORY TUSKS. mon’ In the West Indies— 


A scene in the main street of Mombasa, Kenya, but all have flowed 
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into the one great 
stream. The Em- 
pire has not become 
what it is simply 
because of our skill 
and courage ; many 
others have brought 
their gifts and their 
powers, making a 
union ofraces suchas 
the world had never 
thought possible. 
We are not by 


any means all of the AN INDIAN RATH, OR CHARIOT. 


same colour; we are 


(Topical. 


brown, yellow, red, black, white. There are in our ranks negroes, 
“God’s image in ebony ”’ ; the brown races of India, who had a noble 
civilization when our fathers were savages; the yellow people of 


By courtesy of] [The Government of the Union of South Africa. 
ZULU WOMEN DRESSING THEIR HAIR. 


The unmarried Zulu woman is compelled by custom to have 
her hair worked into a sort of pyramid, which in some cases 
reaches a remarkable height. It is plastered up with red clay, 


‘the thick woolly hair lending itself to this treatment. After 


marriage, the hair is allowed to fall over forehead and neck, 
acm 15 


China, who were a_ thou- 
sand years ago what they 
were less than fifty years 
ago, but a change has 
come since then; a few 
Red Indians still remind 
us of the pathfinders we 
love in tales of adventure. 

There are differences in 
knowledge, too, in the men 
of our Empire. Under the 
same flag there are scholars 
and scientists who can tell 
the distances of the stars, 
weigh them, and report of 
what they are made; and 
at the other extreme are 
the aborigines of Australia, 
who used not to be able to 
count ten. There are the 
skilled engineers and bridge- 


® 


r 


=F 
ae 


16 


[Bourne & Shepherd 


BATHING IN THE HOOGHLY, CALCUTTA. 


THE STORY AND THE SECRET 


builders who have laid more than 40,000 miles of railway in Canada 
and over 35,000 miles in India; and there are also many who 
have not yet seen a steam-engine. There are brave doctors who have 
found out the secret of diseases such as malaria ; and there are savages 
who still think all diseases the work of evil spirits. Yet all are under 
the same flag and fellow-members of the same great Empire. 


[Messrs. Cadbury Bros. 
ere? oF) PICKING COCOA PODS, WEST INDIES. 


That is the wonderful story ; how did it come to pass that all 
these lands, so far apart, and all these races, flowing like streams 
from many sources, have been brought together ? 

It is not because they are near. Several thousands of miles lie 
between Liverpool and Halifax; it is more than twice as far to the 
Cape, while New Zealand is separated from London by half the globe. 
It is not the unity of race; nor is it the unity of those who share the 
same religion. The more we think of it the more wonderful the story 
seems. 

If a boy were the son of a noble family with great estates in many 


parts of the land, he would be a poor son if he did not wish to see over 
W.«.B.E. 17 B 
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his inheritance, to know 
every stream and _ what 
fish he could catch there, 
and every hill and valley ; 
and he would be a very 
unworthy son if he did not 
ask his father sometimes to 
tell him about the past, if 
he did not take his father’s 
hand in the hall where the 
old portraits were and 
learn the deeds wrought by 
the men of his race who 
rw! guoaitse Cama tones” oe lived hundreds “af yeats 

ago. We, too, ought to be 
keen to learn all about our estates; we, too, ought to go through 
the portrait gallery ; and we, too, ought to learn what they who gave 
to us this glorious heritage did and suffered and dreamed. 

Some nations have feared the sea, others have loved it; the 
beginnings of Greater Britain go back to one who made the sea a 
friend. We began the story with Alfred because he believed in ships 
and fought the Danes on sea. And though it was many centuries 
after his day before 
our overseas Empire 
came into being, the 
spirit never died 
away; in little towns, 
such as Rye and 
Winchelsea, the old 
fleets were built ; 
and in Winchelsea 
Church we can still 
see effigies of the 
Admirals of the 
Fleet in the days of 
Edward I and 
Edward II. Nor 
ought we to forget pis ras 


the good builders, _ ENTRANCE TO THE CAVES AT ELEPHANTA, 
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such as “ Mr. Fletcher of Rye,” who built vessels each of which was 
equal to five of the enemies’ in the days of the Tudors. We should 


[Underwood & Underwood. 


gy BULLOCK-SKIN BOATS. 


In certain parts of Northern India bullock skins are used as boats. They have to be inflated like bicycle tyres. 


have had no Empire if it had not been for our sailors and the call of 


the sea. 


A new world came into being when Columbus, near the end of the 
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fifteenth century, discovered America. Then the sea began to call 
many nations—Spain, Portugal, Holland, and Britain. We were not the 
first ; but soon, in the days of Queen Elizabeth, there came into our land 
agreat hunger foradventure. The menof Devon, the Gilberts, Raleigh, 
Drake, and many others heard the call. You have all seen the picture 
of the boy Raleigh looking out to sea, while a sailor with tanned face iS 
telling him stories of fights with Spaniards and of treasures to be won in 
the New World. All the secret of Greater Britain is in that picture. 

It was a kinsman of Raleigh, Humphrey Gilbert, who said calmly 
as his vessel sank, ‘‘ We are as near to heaven on sea ason land.’ That 
was the courage which took Drake round the world, and scattered 
the Armada, and planted the flag of England at more points than one 
on the mainland of America. There was much in the deeds of all 
the nations, then feverishly struggling for the New World, that we to- 


HOUSE IN A PRIMITIVE HILL VILLAGE IN InpIA, — (Da?#¢ & Shepherd, 
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day should call only 
worthy of pirates or 
smugglers. They were 
not seeking to found 
an Empire ; indeed, it 
has been said with 
truth that we founded 
an Empire while we 
were trying to do 
something else. 

We fought the 
Spaniards; we fought 
the Dutch ; we fought 
the French, and in re- 
cent years we fought 
the Germans; and 
with each war new 
territory came to us. 
In the duel with 
France we won a 
secure hold upon 
Canada, a footing in 
India, and at last, after 
the long life-and-death 
struggle with Napoleon, 
we became the domi- 
nant sea power in the 
world, and that meant 
“a pathway to the ends 

meted the-earth.” 

—  --«sIfweturn to maps 
{ of the world as it was 
ein 1600-1650 we shall Photo] [Bourne & Shepherd. 
find our home islands THE TOWER OF VICTORY, CHITTORE. 

alone painted red. By 

1713 there are patches of red in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland and 
along the North American coast, in Bombay, and in several islands 
. ‘and stations. By 1763 we find more red, but chiefly in the western 
world; by 1830 India is ours, ae the Cape, and coastlands in 
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Australia and Canada. And since that time, through the toil, courage 
and spirit of explorers and pioneers, missionaries, merchants and 
travellers, and the bravery of our soldiers and sailors, the Empire 
has grown enormously. 
To-day, if we look at the map in this book, we may begin from 
Fiji, on the extreme east, and work westward through New Zealand, 
Papua, Australia, North Borneo, India, Africa, and other great 
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THE YAK. 
A useful beast of burden in Northern India. 
colonies and dominions, till we come back to Fiji through many a 
little island in the Pacific. More than a quarter of the world ! 

The Empire has not been won in a day ; much of our foothold was 
secured by battles fought in Europe or on the home waters; but 
we ought not to forget the adventurers who pushed into the interior 
and carried with them the pride and the love of their nation. In the 
long roll of our Empire there is a place for Drake and Raleigh, for 
Cromwell and Blake, for Pitt and Walpole, for Nelson and Wellington ; 


but we must not forget also such men as Sir George Grey, who left his 
22 
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[The Government of the 
Union of South Africa, 


A MATABELE CHILD. 


By courtesy of] 


mark upon New Zealand and South 
Australia and South Africa, or the band of 
soldiers and statesmen who ruled India in 
justice and mercy, Lawrence and Outram, 
Nicholson and Havelock. And among the 
founders of our Empire in Africa we place 
that noble missionary and traveller, David 
Livingstone; there is no place more 
sacred in the British Empire than the 
place where the heart of Livingstone is 
buried. In later years there. was one 
whose overmastering passion was the 
Empire; the name of Cecil Rhodes 
still lives in Rhodesia. But it is almost 
ungracious to mention names, because 
there have been countless servants of 
the Empire who did their work unknown 


to fame, but on whose sacrifice and courage others have built. 
The many lands which this book describes present something new 
in the history of the world. Ours is not the first Empire ; there have 


been many empires since 
the story of man was writ- 
ten. When we think of 
Cyprus, for example, we 
are reminded that many 
nations have touched that 
island—Pheenician, Greek, 
Roman, and others. India, 
too, has been the scene of 
many magnificent empires. 

In the British Museum 
we can still see the 
Assyrian warriors and 
labourers at work, fighting 
and building for Sennache- 
rib. That was a mighty 
military empire, in whose 
army, as the Bible says, 
there were none that slum- 


[The Australian Commonwealth Government. 
YOUNG AUSTRALIA. 
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bered nor slept. But most of the inhabitants in that empire were 
slaves; and that was a terrible weakness. 

Rome gathered under its rule all the civilized world, which meant 
the world on the shores of the Mediterranean. Rome has given the 
world much of its knowledge of law; but the Roman Empire had 
nothing at all like the Dominions of Canada and Australia and South 


[Neville P. Edwards. 
20,000 PILGRIMS WAITING TO BATHE IN THE SACRED GANGES. 


Africa. Spain and Portugal were once vast and rich empires, but they 

took too much out of the lands they occupied ; they filled their galleons 

with treasures, and they did not think of making a Spain or a Portugal 
seas. 

oe been nations federated together; there have been 

nations held under a firm central rule ; but there has never been an 

empire which consisted partly of ot nations, such as Canada and 


THE SIORY @ANDS(HE =SECra 


Australia and South Africa, and partly of nations ruled without repre- 
sentative government. There are nearly seven hundred native states 
in India alone! This variety of government is altogether new. We 
learned the lesson not to have a uniform and cast-iron system through 
bitter experience ; we lost our American Colonies, now the United 
States, because of our folly, and since that day we have been content 
to have this entirely new kind of Empire, in which there are at least 
three kinds of government: Dominions, Colonies, a number of Pro- 
tectorates, and India, which stands by itself. 

Our enemies were always saying that this would end in disaster ; it 


ay 
Photo} ' [Bourne & Shepherd. 
BURMESE MUSICIANS. 


seemed so dangerous to have such a mixed Empire. But in the Em- 
pire’s time of need it was seen how strong are the bonds which bind us 
together. There is a little island in the Pacific which sent this message 
to its King in the first days of the Great War; the island is called 
Niué, and its twelve chieftains signed the letter : 


To King George V, all those in authority, and the brave men who fight. 
I am the island of Niué, a small child that stands up to help the kingdom of 
George V. There are two portions we are offering—(r) money; (2) men. 


That is the nature of the bond; it shows itself to be strongest when 
there is the greatest tug at it. 


There are many religions in the British Empire; and to each is 
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given perfect freedom: The Spaniards, when they went to America 
in the sixteenth century, were moved partly at least by a desire to 
make Christians, and they did not hesitate to use force. But the 
spirit of our Empire has been one of freedom. That is why in our 
Indian Empire the Hindu feels at home and the Moslems do not rise 
in rebellion. Out of every hundred persons in India sixty-nine are 
Hindus and twenty-one followers of Mohammed. There is more of 
Islam under the British rule than was under Turkey. There are 
Buddhists in Burma and Ceylon. Many varieties of belief are grouped 
under the name of Animism 
in Africa and the hills of 
India : the Animist lives in 
a world where spirits dwell 
in trees and stones and 
hills, ever ready to avenge 
any neglect ; in some of the 
tribes native to Australia 
and in some islands of the 
Pacific there are very ele- 
mentary religious ideas : so 
varied is the religious life of 
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same Empire. The Chris- 
tian and the Hindu, the 
follower of the Prophet, 
and the Confucian, all own 
allegiance to the same King. 
This could not have been 
had not liberty of conscience 
been allowed. 

What, then, is the 
secret handed down to us, 
that we in turn may hand 
it to others? There are 
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many who cannot believe, 
even now, that the Empire 
can last; they say that it 
must crumble away. 


Photo] [E. 0. Harris. 
A DANDY OF PAPUA. 


The nose ornament is shaped from a large shell, and the neck- 
lace is made of dog’s teeth. The arm-rings are very valuable 
and are often used for buying a wife. 
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It is not size. A very large Empire might be like a very big man 
dying of heart-disease. We must not boast of our square miles. 
Central Europe could be put inside Australia and still leave a great 
margin ; Australia could be packed easily into Canada; and so we 
might represent the size to ourselves ; but more is needed than square 
miles to make an Empire worth keeping. 


Photo] (Underwood & Underwood. 
THE HARBOUR, HONG KONG. 


It is not its beauty, though there can be no sight more sublime 
than the snowy heights of the Himalayas, or the rolling breakers upon 
‘some coral island in the Pacific, or the valleys of New Zealand. 

It is not its wealth, though there are no richer lands than the plains 
of Canada, to which more and more of our people are making their 
way. , 
It must be the spirit of the Empire that makes its strength. We 
must ask what are the great principles for which it stands. And 
we shall find that it is based upon Freedom and Justice. Could we 
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have asked the greatest of our race what was most dear to them, they 
would have said, ““ We must be free or die”; and they would have 
known that it is only by justice and equal laws that nations are great. 
From the days of Alfred, more than a thousand years ago, this spirit 
has never entirely ceased, even in the darkest times. 

If the stream of our Empire is the stream of Justice and Freedom 
there is no reason to fear that it “‘in bogs and sands should perish.” 
This book tells of our great inheritance; but in that gift there is 
nothing more precious than the British love of Justice and Freedom. 


‘“We must be greater than ourselves, or else 
Of what poor service shall we stand confessed! 
We must be brotherly, with no greed for power, 
No lust for treasure, no vain jealousies 
Of treasure or of power, only the will 
To serve and spare not serving.” 


By courtesy of] [The Queensland Government, 
A PEARLING LUGGER, TORRES STRAITS, 
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CABLE RAILWAY ACROSS THE WHIRLPOOL RAPIDS AT NIAGARA. 


CANADA 


PoateeAaRkGks! UNIT OF THE 
EMPIRE 


Photographs in this and the following articles reproduced by courtesy of the Canadian Government, the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company, the Canadian National Railways, the Agents-General for British Columbia, Quebec, Ontario, etc. 


Y boarding one of the great North Atlantic liners at Southampton, 


Liverpool, or Glasgow, we 
can, after a voyage of about a 
week almost due westward, set 
foot on a new continent, over 
the northern half of which the 
British flag flies as proudly as 
in Great Britain itself. Canada 
is glad to be a portion of the 
British Empire, and the Cana- 
dians, though about a third of 
them are of French descent, and 
some of the remainder are not 
of British birth or ancestry, 


CANADA 


Canada contains more than thirty times the area of the 
British Isles. 
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A GRAIN ELEVATOR AT PORT ARTHUR, ONTARIO. 


speak affectionately of the British Isles as the “Old Country.” 
More than 400,000 of them crossed the Atlantic during the Great 
War to fight by the side of the troops of the Mother Country and 
won undying glory. 

It is not easy for those who have never seen Canada to realize 
the vastness of the great Dominion, which is easily the largest unit 
of the British Empire, although so thinly is it peopled that there are 
only 9,000,000 Canadians—not much more than the population oi 
tiny little Belgium. Compared with Canada, indeed, the British Isles 
seem almost ridiculously little, as the map clearly shows. It would 
be possible to carve the Dominion into seventy-three pieces each as 
large as England, or, if we were to take the United Kingdom as a 


A GIANT LOCOMOTIVE, CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS. 
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In this fine picture the artist has well expressed the mingled feelings with which the Indians must 
have regarded the newcomers. Did they foresee the passing of their ancient race ? 
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whole, we should require to multiply its area by more than thirty in 
order to make a country as largeas Canada. The lakes of the Dominion 
alone, including the Canadian portions of those great inland seas— 
Lakes Superior, Huron, Erie, and Ontario—have a surface equal to 
the area of the British Isles. As a final comparison, it may be said 
that Canada with its Arctic Islands is practically the same size as the 
Continent of Europe. 

In a country the size of Canada there must inevitably be many 


A LUMBERMAN’S CABIN. 


kinds of scenery, just as there are in Europe. Travelling across the 
Dominion from the Atlantic to the Pacific means a journey of about 
3,300 miles, that is nearly nine times as far as from London to Edin- 
burgh, and the trip takes four and a half days by express train. 

The three provinces, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and 
New Brunswick, are known in Canada as the Maritime Provinces, 
because of their proximity to the Atlantic Ocean. Here are many 
varieties of scenery and natural conditions. The coastal line of Nova 
Scotia is notched by havens and inlets whence the fishermen sally 
forth to reap the rich harvest of the sea. Halifax is a busy shipping 
centre with a spacious and well-sheltered waterway. As we climb the 


hills sloping upward from the coast to the interior we find ace in 
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forest land, yielding its own har- 
vest of wood. When we descend 
on the other side towards the Bay 
of Fundy, or towards the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, we journey through 
a beautiful farming country, 
where the attractive farm homes 
and surroundings remind us of 
England. In the north-eastern 
part of the province is an island, 
Cape Breton, where thousands of 
miners are disinterring an enor- 
mous wealth of coal, and where 
the largest steel and iron works in 
Canada are established. 

The scenery of Nova Scotia 
is very beautiful, that of the 
Seoul §=Bras d’Or Lakes, in Cape Breton, 
RIO. and along the La Have River, 

being especially attractive. 

A short and pleasant steamboat ride from the northern part of 
Nova Scotia brings us to Prince Edward Island, “ The Garden of 
Canada,” as it is sometimes called, or “‘ The Million Acre Farm.” It 
is the smallest province in the Dominion, but is cultivated from end 
to end. The island is noted for its silver fox farms. Here these 
beautiful animals, 
which are worth 
considerable sums, 
are bred for the fur 
that is so highly 
prized by ladies for 
their winter wraps 
and muffs. 

Landing again 
in Nova Scotia, and 
travelling westward 
by the isthmus 
which joins Nova 


Scotia to the main- A LOG POND, | " 
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land, we arrive in New Brunswick. Seaports and fishing villages dot 
the coast, and in the interior stretches a vast forest, where the 
lumberman plies his busy axe, and the hunter tracks the lordly 
moose. Penetrating this forest in many directions are smiling valleys 
of rich land 
where: the 
farmer lives 
in peace and 
plenty. St. 
John is the 
chief seaport 
of New Bruns- 
wick. 
Adjoining 
New Bruns- 
wick is the 
eastern end of 
the province 
of Quebec, the 
original Can- 
ada, which 
gave itsname 
to the whole 
Dominion. 
An enormous 
territory 1S 
fh... t of 
Quebec, con- 
taining two 
eweremcs — 
wilderness ' 
coals 7 A LOFTY TRESTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE IN THE KETTLE VALLEY. 


tan, Its 
northern region is but partially explored ; but through the southern 


portion of the province flows that king of rivers, the St. Lawrence, 
past villages, towns and cities where white men have dwelt for 
centuries. For many miles back from either side of the river 
stretch the innumerable farms of the French-Canadians. Here, too, 
are situated the quaint and historical city of Quebec—birthplace of 
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the Dominion—and Montreal, the largest city in Canada and the 
commercial metropolis. 

Perhaps the most interesting and attractive way of approaching 
Quebec City and Montreal is the route followed by the ocean liners 
during the summer and autumn months. This takes us up the St. 
Lawrence River, which widens so much at its estuary as to form an 
arm of the sea, just as does the mouth of the Thames on a much smaller 
scale. The voyage up the mighty river is full of charm, particularly 
in autumn, when the flaming red of the maple leaves on each bank 
gives brilliant colour to the view. 

From the city of Montreal, a short journey westward brings us 
into Ontario— the Banner Province ”—the largest of all in population, 
the richest alike in agriculture and in industry, and one of the largest 
in area. Farms and orchards, thriving country villages, and busy 
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“ROUNDING UP” ON A SHEEP RANCH. - 
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manufacturing towns—these abound in the Province, where the 
population consists chiefly of people of British descent or of British 
birth, and where affection for the Motherland is handed down asa 
priceless heritage. The human foundations of Canada were made of 
good material, and nowhere was it better than in Ontario. 

Here is Ottawa, the capital of Canada and the seat of the Dominion 
Parliament, beautifully situated on the bank of the river after which 
it is named. Toronto, the provincial capital of Ontario, is a close 


LOGGING AT NEW BRUNSWICK. 


second to Montreal in population and commercial importance, and, 
like Montreal, possesses an important university. It was in the labora- 
tories of Toronto University that Dr. Banting made his now famous 
discovery of insulin, the cure for diabetes. In addition to its great 
agricultural and manufacturing wealth, Ontario is famed for its silver 
and gold mines at Cobalt, Porcupine, and other districts. 
From Toronto it is only a short distance to one of the world’s 
scenic wonders, Niagara Falls, which belong partly to Canada and 
partly to the United States, since the Niagara River forms the boundary 
at this point. At the Falls there are several huge power stations which 


37 


A TRIP THROUGH CANADA 


transform, by means of turbine generators, the enormous energy of 
the cataract into electricity. The current is distributed by power lines 
carried on tall trestle-towers for hundreds of miles to light the streets 
and buildings of Toronto and other cities, and to provide the farmers 
of the Niagara peninsula with cheap power. By means of electricity 
obtained from the Niagara Falls the farmers in the neighbouring 
counties cut their chaff, milk their cows, make butter, and send their 
goods to market. Their farm homes are as brightly lighted as the 
houses in Toronto itself, and the hard work of the weekly washing- 


SPRAYING FRUIT TREES, ONTARIO. 


day is done by electric machinery. Probably nowhere in the world 
is electricity used so extensively as in the Ontario counties which are 
served by the Niagara power stations. 

In the navigation season, which lasts for about eight months 
each year, it is possible to travel by water along the St. Lawrence and 
across to the Great Lakes right to the heart of Canada, completing the 
voyage at the “ twin cities ” of Port Arthur and Fort William, on the 
Ontario shore of Lake Superior. These cities are more eS I,200 


miles from Montreal, which is itself hundreds of mil 
of the St. Lawrence. ae miles from the mouth 
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SOWING A LARGE AREA OF WHEAT IN THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TIME, 


Except for four months or so in the winter and spring, when the 
Great Lakes are ice-bound near the shore, these splendid inland water- 
ways are used by large numbers of freight steamers, some of which 
are 600 feet long. They are strange-looking vessels, with their smoke- 
stacks close to the stern, all the forward and centre portions being 
occupied by the hatches through which the cargo is loaded and removed. 
These steamers carry grain—which is poured into them from the 
spouts of the storage elevators as though it were sand—some vessels 
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carrying it through from the ‘“‘ Twin Cities” to Montreal, where it is 
transferred to the ocean-going vessels, which take it to Liverpool. 
When the canals, which are necessary to avoid the rapids of the St. 
Lawrence and the Niagara Falls, have been deepened, it will be possible 
for these ocean steamers to go right up to Fort William and Port Arthur 
in order to load grain. 

From time to time on the Great Lakes storms occur which are 
quite as violent as any ocean tempest, and on such occasions there are 
many wrecks and sometimes heavy loss of life. 

Between Fort William and the Atlantic Coast the country does 
not vary very greatly in its general appearance. The region lying 
immediately north of Lake Superior is comparatively unsettled as 
yet, but in the narrow belt between the Georgian Bay of Lake Huron 
and the Gulf of St. Lawrence nearly three-quarters of the population 
of Canada is to be found. Many of the people are farmers, who grow 
all the usual crops and fruits and keep the usual farm animals. From 
Eastern Canada we get large quantities of cheese and apples. Mining, 
lumbering and fishing provide a living for others, and-in the larger 
cities and towns there are many big factories where all kinds of manu- 
factured goods are made. A very important industrial development 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC LINER “EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND ”’, 25,000 TONS. 


of recent years is the manufacture of paper from pulpwood. Many 
extensive plants, clustered around waterfalls, from which they get 
their electric power, are in operation in the provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario. Westward of Fort William the country is somewhat broken 
and thickly dotted with small lakes until the boundary between Ontario 
and Manitoba is crossed. 

We are now entering the Prairie region of Western Canada. This 
vast plain stretches for a thousand miles across Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
and Alberta to the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. This is the great 
wheat belt of Canada, which gives to the Dominion the right to call 
itself the ‘‘ Granary of the Empire,” and which has provided prosperous 
and happy homes for settlers from all parts of the world. 

Before the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway across the 
Dominion, this vast territory, with its rich soil of remarkable fertility, 
was practically unknown to the outside world. The construction of the 
transcontinental line made possible the transformation of a seemingly 
barren wilderness into a vast hive of agricultural activity, with many 
flourishing cities and towns, such as Winnipeg, Calgary, and Edmonton. 
. The prairie country is by no means an exclusively wheat-growing 
belt, although wheat is the principal crop. Large numbers of live 
stock are kept and “ mixed ” farming is developing rapidly. Ranch- 

ing, too, is still a picturesque phase of western life, although the coming 

of the farming settlers has limited very much the horse and cattle 

ranches, which in days of old spread over the southern part of 
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the country far and wide. The 
Prince of Wales, as everybody 
knows, owns a ranch in Alberta, 
where he loves to spend a holiday 
“far from the madding crowd.” 
After traversing the foothills 
we enter into a region as beauti- 
ful as it is awe-inspiring—the 
far-famed Rocky Mountains, the 
eastern section of which is in 
Alberta and the western in 
British Columbia; then onward 
through the equally superb Sel- 
kirks, and the lesser ranges, along 
the fertile river valleys, studded 
with fruit farms, to Vancouver 
and Prince Rupert, the western 
gateways of Canada. 
: The journey through the moun- 
A WATERFALL CALLED THE GIANT stairway, ‘@l2 Tanges is one continuous 
IN ROCKY MOUNTAIN PARK, BANFF, ALBERTA. Panorama of scenic glory, probably 
unparalleled in any other part of 
the globe—“ sixty Switzerlands rolled into one,” as a famous moun- 
taineer described it. Towering peaks, wild cajfions, turbulent rivers, 
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British Columbia is the most rugged of all the Canadian Pro- 
vinces, and has the most varied natural resources. Enormous forests, 


are found in quantities, the rivers team with salmon, and big game is 
plentiful. The climate is milder than that of the rest of Canada, and 
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Victoria is the most English town in Canada. Vancouver is well- 
known as the starting point of the Canadian Pacific Company’s liners 
—the largest and fastest on the Pacific—that cross the 4,000 miles of 


EN MILES. ITS WOODED SHORES 
R VANCOUVER, STRETCHING FOR OVER FIFTE 
i as eae ABOUND IN WILD LIFE. 

Japan and China, thus connecting 


lying between Canada and 
ee ct. a distance of over I1,000 miles, all 


Great Britain with Hong Kong, 
the way under the British flag. 
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Millions of logs on their way down river, On arrival at the mills the 


for paper, 
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THE STORY OF CANADA 


LTHOUGH the history of Canada is short by comparison with 

that of France or Great Britain, the two countries which can 

claim to be the parent lands of the Canadian people, it is of great 
interest. 

Our Viking ancestors were the first white men to land on Canadian 
soil. Nearly a thousand years ago a party of Norsemen sailed from 
the Viking settlements in Greenland, under the leadership of Leif 
Ericson. They reached the coast of what is now the Province of 
Nova Scotia, and traces of their visit have been found from time to 
time. But they do not seem to have attempted to found a colony in 
Nova Scotia, though they apparently did so to the south, in what is 
now the American State of Maine, called by them Vineland. 

Some five hundred years passed before Europeans again visited 
Canada. Then, in 1497, John Cabot sailed from Bristol on his famous 
voyage of discovery to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. His reports 
led to the establishment of a very profitable fishery on the Newfound- 


land coast, but they did not cause a rush to the new continent. 
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The next explorer was a French sailor from St. Malo, called Jacques 
Cartier, who crossed the Atlantic in one of those tiny vessels in which 
all the splendid discoveries of the Elizabethan period were made. 
Cartier was the discoverer of the mighty St. Lawrence, which he 
ascended as far as the island on which the city of Montreal now stands. 
He is generally regarded as the real discoverer of Canada, and he was 
the first to call the country by thisname. Why he did so is not certain, 


Photo] (Neville P. Edwards, 
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but it is believed that the word is a corruption of a Red Indian word 
Kannatha, meaning a village. Cartier is supposed to have heard the 
red men using the word when speaking of their settlements, and to 
have believed that it was the Indian name for the whole country. 
Rather more than three hundred years ago the first French colony 
was founded, when several hundred colonists settled at Port Royal 
(now the town of Annapolis), in Nova Scotia. In 1608 Samuel de 
Champlain, the second great French explorer, founded the city of 
Quebec, and penetrated into the interior as far as the Great Lakes. 


A SUSPENSION BRIDGE OVER THE BULKLEY RIVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
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Shortly afterwards began the long struggle between France and 
England for the possession of Canada, which only ended with the 
taking of the strong fortress of Quebec by the heroic General Wolfe 
in 1759. This was the fourth time the city had been attacked by the 
British and the second time that it had been taken by them. It was 
first taken in 1629, and besieged unsuccessfully in 1690 and I7II. 
At the time of the second siege the Comte de Frontenac (whose name 
is borne by the big hotel, known as the Chéteau Frontenac, which 
stands on the heights of Quebec overlooking the river) was the French 
Governor of Canada. Frontenac was the most able of the French 
administrators, and it was he who compelled the warlike Iroquois 
Indians to make peace and to cease their constant attacks on the 
French settlers. 

All this time France laid claim to the whole of Eastern Canada, 
but in the great wars of two hundred years ago, when the famous 
Duke of Marlborough was the English commander in Europe, the 
French were unsuccessful. The result was that when peace was 
restored in 1713 France had to recognize the rights of Great Britain to 
Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and the regions around Hudson Bay. 
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These nine hundred horses are being driven into a wooden corral, later to be sent to various Parts of the country, 
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LAKE LOUISE, A LOVELY SHEET OF WATER AMONG THE MOUNTAINS. 


In the interval between this date and the taking of Quebec, which 
resulted in the transfer of all the remaining portion of Canada to 
British control, two important events took place. The first was the 
westward journey of the French explorer, La Vérendrye, who crossed 
the trackless Prairie in 1743 and won the distinction of being the first 
white man to see the snow-topped peaks of the Rocky Mountains. 
Six years later the British settlement which has now become the 
busy port of Halifax, the capital of Nova Scotia, had its birth. 

When Quebec fell there were about 60,000 French people in 
Canada, and they far outnumbered the English. The balance was 
restored after the American War of Independence, when large numbers 
of loyalists crossed into Canada in order to remain under the British 
flag. The new-comers, who called themselves the United Empire 
Loyalists, settled in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and what is now 
Ontario, but was then known as Upper Canada. | 

In the war of 1812-14, between the United States and Great 
Britain, the Americans made several daring attempts to capture Canada, 
and they tried unsuccessfully to take Quebec. They were beaten 
off by the French and British Canadians, most of the regular army 
>eing then away fighting against Napoleon in Europe. Since 1814 
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there has been no real warfare in Canada, though small rebellions 
took place in 1837 and 1870. 

For more than a century after the taking of Quebec the British 
possessions in North America consisted of five or six independent 
colonies. On the Atlantic mainland were Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence was the little island colony 
of Prince Edward Island. Astride the St. Lawrence River and the 
Great Lakes were Lower and Upper Canada—now called Quebec and 
Ontario respectively—sometimes under separate governments, but 
eventually united as the colony of Canada. Between Upper Canada 
and the Rocky Mountains the only inhabitants were the Red Indians 
of the Prairie and a few trappers and officials of the great trading 
concern known as the Hudson’s Bay Company, which was the only 
body with any authority over this enormous region. West of the 
Rockies there grew up, about the middle of the nineteenth ee 
another distinct colony called British Columbia. 

All this was changed in 1867, when the colonies of Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick and Canada decided to federate into a great self- 
governing state styled the Dominion of Canada. Prince Edward 
Island and British Columbia joined the confederation shortly after- 
wards, and in 1870 the Province of Manitoba was carved out of the 
western wilds. Thirty-five years later the other two Prairie Pro- 
vinces, Saskatchewan and Alberta, were formed in the gap between 
Manitoba and British Columbia. These nine provinces, together with 
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the Yukon Territory and the North-West Territories (which include 
the large Arctic Archipelago), form the present Dominion of Canada. 
Newfoundland alone of the British North American colonies prefers 
to remain outside the Dominion. Each of the nine Canadian Pro- 
vinces has a Parliament of its own for purely local affairs. Over all 
is the Federal Parliament of Canada, which sits in the splendid Parlia- 
ment House at Ottawa, the capital of the Dominion. 

Since Confederation took place Canada has grown fast towards 
nationhood. In 1886 the Canadian Pacific Railway, the first of the 
three transcontinental lines to be completed, was linked up, and that 
epoch-making event led to a great increase in the population, large 
numbers from the British Isles, the United States and the Continent 
of Europe having flocked into the country in the period since. 

As a self-governing portion of the British Empire, Canada makes 
its own laws, but these are very similar to those of the United Kingdom. 
Canada during the Great War raised a large army, and every one knows 
the heroic part her gallant sons played in that conflict. 

One of the most notable events in the recent history of the Do- 
minion was the visit of the Prince of Wales in the autumn of gg. In 
the course of some three months he travelled right across the country, 
seeing every phase of its many-sided life, and winning all hearts by 
his charm of manner and unaffected interest in the great territory 
of which he may one day be the nominal head. Since this official 
tour through Canada the Prince has more than once visited the 
Dominion, but these were holiday visits to his ranch in Alberta. 
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THE RED INDIANS OF 
CANADA 


9 Pai first Europeans who landed in Canada found the country 
thinly occupied by the dark-skinned race of people who are 
now called Red Indians. The name arose, of course, from the general 
belief that Columbus, when he re-discovered America, had actually 
reached India, as he intended to do, by a new route. It is hardly 
necessary to point out that there is no connexion at all between the 
Red Indians and the peoples of India. 

Every boy and girl has been thrilled by stories of Red Indians 
of the days when it was still possible for them to go on the warpath 
and to add the scalps of enemies to their collection. But little is 


really known as to who the redskins are or where they first cam 
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from. It is fairly generally believed that they are a branch of the 
Mongol, or Yellow Race, and that they crossed from Asia to America 
by the Behring Straits, which are frozen over in winter. The fact 
that Eskimos are found in North-Eastern Asia as well as in Arctic 
Canada seems to prove that this theory is correct; but the migra- 
tion of the Red Indians from Asia must have taken place many thou- 
sands of years ago, as their languages do not resemble any modern 
Asiatic language and their appearance is very different from that of 
the present-day Mongols. 
It is not impossible 
that the American 
Indians came from two 
or more different direc- 
tions, since the pre-Aztec 
civilization of Mexico and 
the ancient Peruvian 
civilization were far in 
advance of anything to 
be found in Canada or 
the United States, and 
show some traces of re- 
semblance to the civili- 
zations of Ancient Egypt. 
But the Red Indians of 
Canada are almost cer- 
tainly of Eastern Asiatic 
origin. 

The red men appear 
never to have been very 
numerous, either in Can- 
ada or the United States, 
and there are now not 
quite half a million in the 
‘two countries, Canada 
having about 100,000. 
Even before the intro- 
duction of the “ pale- 

4 face’s’’ strong drink, or 
“ fire-water,” and other 
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evils of civilization which tend to kill off the Indians, their numbers 
were kept down by the constant warfare which took place between the 
different tribes and against the white invaders. It is quite likely 
that there were never many more Indians than there are to-day. 
When the Frenchmen first settled in the St. Lawrence Valley 
they found the Iroquois Indians in possession of the river basin and 
the territory near the Great Lakes. The confederation of the “ Six 
Nations,’ as the Iroquois called themselves, included the Cayuga, 
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Seneca and Tuscarora tribes. The 
“Six Nations ” held sway over a large portion of the country to the 
east of the Mississippi River. The Huron tribe and its allies were 
their most powerful rivals. The Iroquois soon came into conflict 
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with the French settlers | .. = aes 
and some terrible mas- 
sacres took place from 
time to time. In fact, 
they so harried the 
French settlements that 
the task of the British 
in taking possession of 
Canada was considerably 
lightened as the result of 
their raids. It was a 
cruel form of warfare, 
but it was employed by 
both sides in those days. 

The Iroquois of the 
present day and. the 
other tribes of Eastern 
Manada. such as the 
Micmacs and Chippewas, 
have been transformed 
into peaceful farmers and 
workmen. Many of 
them have been well 
educated and have be- = oa ina * 
come useful citizens, 7” A CHIEF OF THE stony TRIBE. 7“ 
different in every way 
from the stealthy savages whose attacks on “ pale-face ”’ settlements 
were a constant danger in the early days. During the Great War large 
numbers of Indians fought in the Canadian Divisions in France, and 
at a later period there were many with the American armies. 

Over the wide Western Prairie bands of mounted Indians used 
to roam in pursuit of the herds of bison which then lived on the plains. 


”) 


The only bison which still exist are the small preserved herds in the 
National Parks, and their redskin pursuers are themselves gathered 


into Reservations where they go to school and till the soil like their 
white fellow-citizens. 

There has been very little serious trouble with the Indians of 
the Canadian Prairie or those of British Columbia. They have been 
ustly treated and are gradually “ai absorbed into the white popu- 


THE RED INDIANS 


lation. The Indians of British Columbia, who form nearly a quarter 
of the whole Red Indian population of Canada, are fishermen for 
the most part. They live in well-built log huts, grouped into villages, 
and appear to have remained in the same localities for long periods, 
unlike the wandering Indians of the plains. It is in British Columbia 
and Alaska that the curious totem poles—weird carved posts painted 
in bright colours, which depict the family history of the village—are 
found. Some of these totem poles are beautiful specimens of Indian 
wood-carving, though they seem strange and ugly to European eyes. 

There are many Indians, too, in the United States and in South 
America. One of the most interesting ceremonies carried out by 
American Indians is the Snake Dance of the Moquis of Arizona. Live 
rattlesnakes are grasped in the hands and even by the teeth of the 
dancers as they go spinning about, and the sight is one that makes 
the most hardened onlooker shudder. Yet the dancers are rarely 
bitten, and by taking an emetic and other safeguards they hardly 
ever suffer any ill-effects. 
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CANADIANS AT PLAY 
LIFE IN THE WILDS 


HE Canadians, like all British people, are very fond of outdoor 
games and sports, including shooting and fishing, for which 
their country is one of the finest in the world. 

For the majority of Canadians, as for their American neighbours, 
baseball takes the place of cricket, and the big matches attract large 
crowds. | 

Baseball, too, is the game which Canadian boys usually play in 
their spare time, and in the towns one can generally see a group of lads 
engaged in an exciting match on some vacant plot of ground. The 
reason for the popularity of baseball in North America as compared 
with cricket is that it is a much faster game, and is regarded as more 
exciting to play and to watch. Nine men play on each side, and when 


three batsmen have been got “out” an “ inning” ends. Each side 
bi. 
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has nine innings. Runs are difficult to get, and it is not uncommon for 
a match to be played without either side being able to score. In such 
cases an extra “inning ”’ is played, or more than one if necessary, until 
one side. has obtained a lead when both have had an equal number 
of innings. When good players are engaged, it is very rarely that the 
number of runs scored by the winning side in a match exceeds ten. 

The distinctively Canadian game is lacrosse, which is now also 
played in Great Britain by a number of clubs. Lacrosse was invented 
by the Red Indians, and it was soon picked up by the early French 
Canadian settlers, who took a great fancy to the game. As played 
by the Indians it required plenty of room, since each side was some- 
times composed of the men of a whole tribe, possibly 800 or 1,000 
strong. Four years after the taking of Quebec, lacrosse was employed 
by the Indians to aid them in a treacherous exploit which was only too 
successful. The Ottawa Indians invited the garrison of Fort Michili- 
mackinac to watch a game of lacrosse played by the redskins. The 
cunning savages gradually worked their way towards the fort gate, 
and then, throwing away their “ crosses,” drew their tomahawks, fell 
upon the unsuspecting white men and massacred nearly all. 

The crisp, bright cold of the Canadian winter gives ample oppor- 
tunities for skating such as the damp British climate seldom permits. 
The old Scottish game of curling is very popular wherever there are 
Scots in Canada, and that is nearly everywhere. Ice-yachting is 


ICE LACROSSE AT QUEBEC, 
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another exciting sport, and 
the in-shore waters of the 
Great Lakes, together with 
the many smaller bodies 
of water which abound in 
Canada, make _ splendid 
sheets of icein winter. The 
ice-yachts, which skim over 
the surface on runners like 
those used for sledges, 
travel at tremendous 
speeds, often moving faster 
than an express train. °| 
Sledging, tobogganing, 
snow-shoeing and _ski-ing 
are much in favour. In- 
deed, the winter-time in 
Canada is a most enjoy- 
able part of the year for 
those who love to be out 
in the open. As many Canadians in the rural sections have com- 
paratively little work to do in the winter months, they have plenty 
of time in which to amuse themselves. 

In the summer and autumn yachting and canoeing attract large 
numbers to the water. Canada is so well provided with lakes and rivers 
that in almost every part of the country those who wish to do so can 
find a stretch of water suitable for boating within a few miles of their 
homes. No country in the world can equal Canada in the beauty of 
the camping-out grounds which are within easy reach in every direc- 
tion. Canadians are fond of having a summer hut or bungalow in the 
woods by the side of a lake or stream, where they can spend their holli- 
days fishing, swimming, canoeing, and hunting. The Boy Scouts of 
Canada are much to be envied, for they live in a country which is 
a paradise for boys. 

The angler in Canada is nearly always sure of a rich reward for 
his patience, and he is not hampered by finding that the waters in 
which he desires to fish are all closely preserved. In a new country 
like Canada there are numbers of fine fishing streams which belong 


to all the people alike, so that anyone who wishes to do so may fish 
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to his heart’s content with- 
out waiting for an invi- 
tation. The streams of 
Quebec and British Colum- 
bia contain immense 
quantities of huge salmon, 
and various kinds of trout 
are found in most parts of 
the country. In Ontario 
the big muscalunge is often 
as much as sixty pounds 
in weight. 

In. the matter of 
game-birds, also, Canada is 
very well supplied. Wild 
geese and duck are much 
more plentiful than in Eng- 
land. Several different kinds of grouse, including the ‘‘ Prairie chicken,”’ 
are scattered over the Dominion, and the quail family has two or 
three handsome representatives, notably the mountain quail of the 
Rockies and the ranges between them and the Pacific coast. The 
mountain quail is a shy bird, and it is not very easy to get within 
shooting distance of him. A few wild turkeys are still to be found in 
the unsettled districts of Ontario, but this splendid bird, which was 
extremely plentiful when the white men first entered the vast forests 
of North America, has now become very scarce. 

Of four-footed game the lordly moose, whose head is so much 
sought as a trophy, is the largest representative. The moose, which 
is found from the Atlantic to the Pacific, particularly in the almost 
uninhabited northern wilds, is the biggest member of the deer family. 
A full-grown bull moose is larger than a horse. Terrible fights occur 
between rival bulls each season, and the beaten fighter is often so 
badly wounded that he is killed and eaten by wolves. 

Then there is the caribou, not quite so large as the moose, but 
having even more magnificent antlers. The caribou is a near relative 
of the reindeer of Lapland. Several kinds of smaller deer are found 
in Eastern Canada and in the Rockies. These great western moun- 
tains form the best hunting-ground in America. Moose, caribou, 


antelope, wapiti (or American elk), mountain sheep (‘‘ big-horns ”), 
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and mountain goats live there in profusion, and all these animals 

have heads so well adorned with horns or antlers that they furnish 

the hunter with ornamental trophies of the chase as well as with 
excellent meat. 

In the Rockies, too, lives the terrible grizzly bear, one of the 
most dangerous of the wild animals native to Canada. The grizzly 
is a foe which the bravest and most experienced hunter finds it ad- 
visable to treat with respect. The cinnamon bear—often seen dancing 
at the end of a chain, to the accompaniment of a street organ—and 
the pretty little black bear are also natives of Canada. Some are 
still to be found in the less frequented parts of the Eastern Provinces. 
In the cold regions bordering on the Arctic Ocean the white polar 
bear has his home. At Wainwright, Alberta, the Dominion Govern- 
ment established a 
herd of buffaloes for | 
the purpose of per- | i | 
petuating and con- wee fF: 
serving this species 
of animal, which 
once roamed the 
prairies in countless 
thousands. So suc- 
cessful was the ex- 
periment that in 
1923 it was found 
necessary to kill a 
number of the 
4 animals to prevent 
: “overpopulation ” in 

{ the reserve. 

4 Among the 
other animals which 
live in the wilder 
parts of Canada are 
wolverines, pumas 
(sometimes calle d 

cougars), wolves, 
coyotes, hares, rab- 

_ bits, beavers, otters, 
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and many sorts of small fur-bearing animals, including the valuable 
silver-fox, the squirrel, the marten, the mink, and the prettily 
marked but somewhat unpleasant creature called the skunk, which 
can make himself very objectionable, and usually does so if closely 
approached. Bounties of various amounts, generally about a pound, 
are paid by the Government for each wolf or cougar killed, as these 
animals are regarded as dangerous vermin. 
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SKI-JUMPING NEAR MONTREAL. 


After reading this list of the many kinds of animals in Canada 
it will seem that a rifle is a very necessary possession to those who 
live in the country. This idea would be wrong, since a large portion 
of Canada is as civilized as England, and one might live in these dis- 
tricts all one’s life without seeing anything to shoot at. Still, it is 
certainly the case that no one has far to go even from the largest 
towns to find some sort of game for rod or gun 


THE GREAT DIVIDE. 


This famous spot on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway marks the watershed between the rivers 
which flow eastward to the Atlantic and those which flow westward to the Pacific. “A puff of wind,’’ it has 
been said, “‘may make a world of difference.”’ 


THE WONDERS OF THE 
ROCKY MOUNTAINS 


| is nearly 200 years since the French explorer, La Vérendrye, 

looking westward from the rolling plains of what is now Alberta, 
saw in the distance the lofty range which has since become known 
as the Rocky Mountains—the backbone of North America. La 
Vérendrye was the first white man to set eyes on their snow-tipped 
crests, and even he only gazed on them from a point many miles 
away. For years their peaks and valleys remained untrodden by 
any European foot. At length the trappers and traders of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, always the pioneers in the exploration of Western 
Canada, pushed onward through the foothills, and over the “ Great 
Divide’’ itself, into that beautiful land of mountains and valleys 
which we call British Columbia. 

The main range of the Rockies is often called “‘ The Great Divide ”’ 
because it forms the watershed between the rivers which flow east- 
ward to Hudson Bay and the Atlantic and those which flow west- 
ward to the Pacific. At the summit of Kicking Horse Pass, through 


which the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway crosses the moun- 
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tains, a large rustic sign forming the words ‘“‘ The Great Divide ” 
has been placed close beside the track. 

Except for some mountains rising to 6,000 feet in Northern 
Quebec, close to the Labrador coast, there are no high mountains in 

«« Eastern and Central Can- 
ada. But the Rockies and 
other chains lying nearer 
to the Pacific Ocean more 
than make up for the com- 
parative flatness of the 
country lying between the 
eastern foothills of the 
Great Divide and the 
Atlantic shores. 

High peaks rivalling, 
and in two cases exceed- 
ing, the tallest of the 
Alps are numerous, and 
there are several very fine 
glaciers in the upper 
valleys. The two loftiest 
mountains are Logan 
(19,540 feet), in the Yukon 
territory, the second highest 
peak in North America, and 
St. Elias (18,000 feet), in 
Alaska, both greatly ex- 

A CLIMBING PARTY ON THE ROCKIES. ceeding the altitude of 
Mont Blanc. St. Elias 
was climbed in 1897 by the Duke of the Abruzzi and his party. 

Between this group and the more southerly heights there is a 
long gap in which the mountains attain only very moderate heights. 
There there is a gradual increase in the altitudes of the main peaks, 
until in the neighbourhood of the Yellowhead Pass—through which 
the Canadian National Railways’ main lines are laid—the loftiest 
mountain in the Canadian Rockies proper is reached. This is Mount 
Robson. Thesummit rises to 13,700 feet, or more than 2$ miles above 
sea-level. To climb Mount Robson, while not so difficult as the ascent 
of the Matterhorn and some of the other sharp needle peaks of the 
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Alps, is a task which calls for mountaineering skill and no small 
amount of endurance. The last portion of the climb entails the 
cutting of hundreds of steps in an almost sheer ice-face. 

There are many other peaks of 10,000 feet or more, and several 
of them offer plenty of opportunities to the enthusiastic climber. 
Some are still rather far from a railway, and, therefore, not within 
the reach of anyone who has not plenty of time at his disposal. The 
taller peaks include Mounts Hooker and Brown, and the splendid 
Mount Sir Donald, close to the main line of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway. 

The Canadian Pacific trains pass by a succession-.of lovely 
mountain resorts, of which Banff Springs and Lake Louise are perhaps 
the best known. For some years past a colony of Alpine guides has 
been established in the chief mountain centres, so that those who 
wish to climb the neighbouring peaks can secure the aid of a 
thoroughly trained mountaineer. | 

To the west of the main range of the Rockies the Canadian Pacific 
Railway has in recent years bored a tunnel under the Rogers Pass 
through the Selkirk Mountains. This tunnel, more than five miles in 
length, is the longest in the New World, exceeding by three-quarters 
of a mile the longest in the United States. 

In the Rocky Mountains several large National Parks have been 
established, in which all animals and birds are carefully protected, 
so that visitors can walk or ride through the unspoiled beauties of 
Nature and see the wild creatures living in their native haunts. The 
Banff Park is fifty miles long by twenty miles wide. In it there are 
herds of bison, elk, caribou, deer, and other animals. The Jasper 
National Park is a similar area in another part of the country, with 
waterfalls, woods, lofty mountains and every variety of scenery. 

Ringed round by snowy mountain peaks, some of the loveliest 
lakes in the world are to be seen in the Rockies, and it is hardly neces- 
sary to say that the scenery of the Great Divide is hard to match. 

A wonderful motor roadway through the mountains has recently 
been completed from Calgary to Vancouver. This six-hundred-miles 
roadway traverses many wildly beautiful valleys and mountain passes, 
encircling aregion of towering peaks, snowfields, glaciers, ice-cascades, 
lakes and waterfalls. 
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THE GREAT WHITE NORTH- 
LAND 


A GLANCE at the map of Canada shows that it extends into very 

high latitudes. Indeed, a large part of the continental portion 

of the Dominion and most of the northern archipelago actually lie 

within the Arctic Circle. This part of Canada, although its only human 

inhabitants consist of a few tribes of Eskimos and an occasional white 

trapper, is a most interesting region. For hundreds of years it has 
attracted the attention of explorers. 

As far back as 1585 Captain John Davis sailed up along the deso- 

late coast of Labrador into the sea lying between Canada and Green- 
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land which is now called Davis Strait. Then, in 1610, Henry Hudson 
pushed his way even farther into these icy regions and discovered the 
entrance to the great Bay, now called by his name, which almost 
divides Canada into two parts. Six years later Baffin, after whom the 
largest of the Arctic islands is named, sailed into the far North. Other 
daring seamen followed at long intervals until the early part of the 
nineteenth century, when a great advance in our knowledge of 
Arctic Canada was made, thanks to the efforts of Sir John Ross, 
Sir John Franklin, Lieutenants Parry and McClintock, and many 
others. 

The aim of all these explorers was to discover a ‘‘ North-West 
Passage” through which ships could sail from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. The “passage ’’ actually exists, but it is too far north to be of 
any commercial value, since it is always more or less obstructed by ice, 
and is only partly open for a 
few weeks in the late sum- 
mer. Its existence was actu- 
ally discovered by the ill- 
fated Sir John Franklin,who 
entered the Arctic Ocean 
in 1845 with his ships the 
Evebus and Terror—pre- 
viously made famous as the 
vessels in which Sir John 
Ross had visited the 
Antarctic continent and 
discovered the great ice- 
barrier on which many 
years later brave Captain 
Scott and his comrades 
were to lose their lives. 

Unhappily, it became 
necessary for Sir John 
Franklin and his followers 
to abandon their ships in 
the ice. In the attempt to 
travel southward with © CR en, 
sledges tothenearesttrading . a : 
post on the shores of the <A TROOPER OF THE ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE 
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Hudson Bay the entire expedition perished of starvation and exposure. 

Since that terrible tragedy the coastlines of the northern sea have 
gradually become accurately known as the result of the labours of a 
number of explorers, who have spent long periods in these dreary 
wastes, in which the polar bear is king. Only a few years ago the 
famous Captain Amundsen, who was afterwards the first to reach 
the South Pole, actually succeeded in sailing through the North- 
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INTERIOR OF A HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY’S STORE. 


larger than an ordinary fishing smack. The journey took four years, 
The explorer and his crew were frozen hard into the ice each winter. 
When the brief summer thaw came they sailed on westward until 
they were once again imprisoned. The drift of the ice helped to carry 
them forward, and they finally emerged through the Behring Straits 
into the open waters of the Pacific. The little Gjoa is now to be seen 
floating in a pool in Golden Gate Park, at San Francisco, into which 
she was dragged by horses after having been beached on the ocean 
shore close by. 


One of the romances of the Northland was the discovery of a 
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tribe of ‘““ White Eskimos ” we 
in the Coronation Gulf ey 
district by Mr. V. Stefans-  , 
son, the Canadian explorer, 
during a journey into 
Porcrit canada. Mr @ 
Stefansson believed that 
these “ blonde Eskimos,” 

as he called them, were 
descendants of early Scan- 
dinavian settlers who dis- 
appeared mysteriously from b 
Greenland many centuries 
ago. 

The famous Hudson’s 
Bay Company and other companies have trading posts scattered all 
over the northern wilds. At these posts, or stores, the furs taken 
by the trappers are collected for dispatch to the south. The life of 
the factors who have charge of the posts is a lonely one, but it seems 
to appeal to some men, and they are not happy in more civilized 
surroundings. In his young days the late Lord Strathcona, who 
was known as “ Canada’s Grand Old Man,’ was employed by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and it was in the north that he first met 
Lady Strathcona. | 

It may seem strange that animals are found in large numbers in 
these ice-bound northern regions. Nevertheless, game is extremely 
plentiful even on the islands in the Arctic Ocean. The musk-ox is 
found during the summer on the most northerly of these bleak lands. 
This animal, together with the caribou and several others, during 
the warm months roams over the tundra region, lying between the 
northern edge of the forest belt and the Arctic Ocean, usually called 
the “‘ barrens,” in order to feed on the mosses which form the only 
vegetation. The game comes south in the forest zone in the winter, 
when the “ barrens” are covered with a thick mantle of snow and 
the frozen mosses can no longer be reached. 

Besides the trappers and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s officials, 
the patrols of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police have to make 
occasional trips into the far North. A permanent police post is main- 
tained on Herschell Island, in the Arctic Ocean. The police stationed 
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on this lonely little island are responsible for regulating the whalers 
which operate in the neighbouring waters during the open season. 
There are other police posts in the Yukon Territory, which have to 
keep order in the mining camps of that part of Canada. Some years 
ago a police patrol had the bad luck to lose its sledge dogs while making 
a journey in the Mackenzie district, and the members all died after 
making a gallant struggle to reach their destination. Occasionally 
there is trouble in an Eskimo settlement, and a visit from the police 
is necessary to smooth things, but the Eskimos are very well behaved 
as a rule. Whatever the task that is set the ‘‘ Riders of the Plains,” 
they may be depended upon to carry it out, however difficult, or to 
die trying. In fact, it is their boast that if they received instructions 
to send a patrol to the North Pole the order would be duly obeyed. 
The loneliness of life in the wilderness is now lessened to a great 
extent by the wizardry of “ wireless.” The Canadian Government 
has established a system of radio which links the outposts of Empire, 
as far as the Arctic circle, with the busy cities of the populous districts. 
Aeroplanes, too, break the silence of the North and help to connect 
these exiles with civilization. G. H. LEPPER. 
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As they float southward and are melted by the rise in temperature, these icebergs often assume most fantastic 
apes. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND 
OUR OLDEST OVERSEA DOMINION 


Photographs (by Holloway, St. John’s) reproduced by courtesy of the Newfoundland Government. 


YING like a barrier across the entrance to the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence is a jagged island rather larger than Ireland. It is called 
Newfoundland, a name which explains itself if its three syllables are 
separated to form words. First discovered by Cabot, who sighted 
land near the present settlement of Bonavista in 1497, it was claimed 
by him for the English King (Henry VII), but no attempt was made 
to colonize the Island until many years later. Yet Newfoundland 


proudly and justly claims the distinction of being the oldest British 


colony. 
In the course of the century following Cabot’s discovery of the 


island it was found that the seas around teemed with cod and other 


fish. Soon afterwards fleets of fishing vessels began to sail across 
to Newfoundland every spring from France, Spain, Portugal, and the 
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West of England. They spent 
the summer catching and curing 
the fish and returned in the 
autumn to sell the dried cod in 
the south of Europe. By 1625 
the English ships had become 
more numerous than those of any 
other country engaged in the 
fishery ; in that year it is stated 
150 vessels sailed from Devonshire 
ports alone. The fishermen used 
to appoint one of their number 
as Admiral for the season. The 
Admiral, who was always an Eng- 
lishman, was the supreme author- 
ity, and all disputes were settled 
by him. 

The great English navigator, 
Sir Humphrey Gilbert, landed in 
¢ e. ~ Newfoundland in 1583 and took 

AOWHALINGEHAMEGON possession of the island in the 

name of Queen Elizabeth, but even 

in 1650 there were only about 350 families permanently residing there. 

The numbers grew but slowly, and even to-day, although Newfound- 

land ranks as one of the self-governing Dominions, the population 
(including Labrador, which is a dependency) is under 265,000. 

Until the Peace of Utrecht was signed in 1713, British ownership 
of Newfoundland was disputed by France. In that year the French 
abandoned their claim to the island itself, but succeeded in retaining 
certain fishing privileges, which caused a good deal of friction until 
a final agreement was reached only a few years ago. 

In 1832 Newfoundland was given representative government, 
and twenty-three years later the present constitution was granted 
conferring full self-government on the people. It has often been 
suggested that Newfoundland should join the Dominion of Canada 
from which it is separated by less than a dozen miles of water, but 
the island Dominion prefers to retain its separate identity. In fact 
the most easterly part of the mainland of Canada, Labrador, with ay 
area of 120,000 square miles, is a dependency of Newfoundland. The 
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inhabitants of Labrador are mostly Eskimos, and spend ake time 
hunting and fishing. 

The fisheries of Newfoundland still form the chief means of 
livelihood of the people. The bulk of the codfish are caught on the 
big shoals known as the Grand Banks to the south of the island. 
The life of the fishermen is even harder and more dangerous than that 
of their English brethren on the Dogger Bank in the North Sea. 

The process of “ overhauling’”’ a cod trap is very interesting. 
The traps are box-shaped structures, the sides, ends and bottom of 
which are composed of netted twine-work. They are from 80 to go 
feet in length and about 50 feet in depth, and are provided with a 
“ leader ’’—a plain sheet of netted twine-work from 200 to 250 feet in 
length and of a width equalling the depth of the trap. The trap is set 
at a distance from the shore corresponding to the length of the “‘ leader,”’ 
which is attached to the centre of the trap and extends from it, at 
right angles to the shore. At the point of intersection of the trap 
by the ‘“‘leader” there are small openings. Codfish in swimming 
along the coast strike the “ leader ”’ and, following it in the endeavour 
to get round the obstruction, are - 
“Jed” through the narrow open- 
ings into the trap, from which they 
never escape until the fishermen 
come in their boat and begin 
“ overhauling,” that is hauling 
in the slack netting on one side 
of the trap so as to bring the 
fish to the surface, when 
they are tipped out into the 
boat and taken ashore to be 
cured. 

Off the west coast herring form 
the principal catch. Then there is 
the northern fishery, carried on in 
the summer along the bleak and 
foggy coast of Labrador. Large 
quantities of lobsters are caught all 
round the coast of Newfoundland. 
These are canned and exported to 


the American mainland and to 
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Europe, the value of a year’s exports often exceeding a million dollars. 

Every spring a large fleet sails north to seek the hair seals which 
are found on the ice-floes of the Straits of Belle Isle and the Davis 
Straits. The young seals are born on the ice, and by April have 
become large enough to be valuable. Sealing is a most dangerous 
occupation, as the men have to leave their ships and travel on foot 
over the floes to reach their victims. Sometimes they get separated 
from their vessels and are unable to make their way back aboard. 
Occasionally a terrible disaster takes place, as in the 1914 season, 
when several hundreds of poor fellows lost their lives in a blizzard. 

Whaling is yet another of the hardy Newfoundlander’s ways of 
earning a living from the sea. The vessels are quite small, but remark- 
able for their sea-going qualities, speed and “ handiness.”’ This last 
is a prime necessity, as the craft must manceuvre very quickly to 
keep in the wake of a captured whale and conform instantly to its 
rapid movements. 

A small gun is mounted in the bow, from which a harpoon with 
a stout line attached is shot into the whale when the steamer is within 
range. The fish, when struck, instantly dives or rushes off at top 
speed in an effort to free itself. So amazing is the strength of whales 
that time and again they will tow the steamers for hours before tiring. 

When a whaling steamer is working at a distance it is always 
sought to capture two fish before returning. This is both as a measure 
of economy and to enable the steamer to be more easily steered. 
Whales are always lashed close alongside the steamer for towing, and 
when one is secured to each side pressure is equalized and steering is 
thus rendered easier. 

When the steamer reaches the manufacturing station the whales 
are pulled from the water by steam capstans on to a flensing slip. 
The fat is then sliced into strips and conveyed to tanks to be converted 
into oil. Later, the oil is bleached by being subjected to the sun’s 
rays in huge glass-covered tanks, and is finally shipped to Europe 
and the United States, where it is used in woollen, leather, and other 
manufactures. 

Whales run in length between 70 and go feet, and weigh from 60 
to over I00 tons each. Their commercial value is such that the risks 
taken in capturing these huge creatures are well worth while. 

Tron and copper mines are worked in Newfoundland, and another 
very important industry is the manufacture of paper from wood pulp. 
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The pulp is obtained by crushing the trees which exist in large forests 
in many parts of the island. The big paper mills at Grand Falls are 
among the largest in the world. 

The interior of Newfoundland is a splendid place for anglers and 
big-game hunters. Ponds and lakes are very numerous, and the 
rivers are well stocked with salmon and trout. Herds of caribou are 
still to be found in the island and some magnificent heads are secured 
each season. 

In Newfoundland there are hundreds of fox ranches, or fox farms. 
The ranches vary in size, from an enclosure of 150 square yards con- 


taining a single pair of foxes to a ranch an acre or more in extent 
containing probably thirty pairs of valuable “ silver hairs,” worth 


thousands of dollars. 
In many respects Newfoundland resembles Norway. Its coasts 


are equally indented with fiords and the scenery is similar, although 


the mountains are not so high. In fact, the island is often spoken of 
-as the ‘‘ Norway of the New World.” | j 
During the Great War gallant little Newfoundland kept a battalion 
of infantry in the field, in addition to supplying several thousands of 
the finest seamen to the Navy. The Newfoundland Regiment, which 
formed part of the “‘ Incomparable Twenty-N inth ” Division, took part 
in the Gallipoli operations, where it received its baptism of fire. Sub- 
sequently it fought hard in all aeeercat battles on the Western front 
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from 1916 onwards. The Newfoundlanders had the satisfaction of 
forming part of the British ‘‘ Watch on the Rhine” after the fighting 
ceased. 

Altogether Newfoundland, with her small population, contributed 
‘to the fighting forces of the Empire about 12,000 men, of whom more 
than a quarter were killed or wounded, a record of which any country 
could be proud. 

A memorable event was the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
on his way to Canada in 191g in the battle-cruiser Renown. Need- 
less to say, the Prince had a great reception and endeared himself 
to all classes. G. H._Leprer 
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The flag is stuck into the whale so that it may easily be located when the whalers come to collect their 


Photo} (F. Frith & Co., Ltd. 
THE GOLDEN TEMPLE AT AMRITZAR, 


THE WONDERS OF INDIA 


HEN looking at a map of India many people are inclined to 
underestimate the size of the country, and also fail to realize 
that it is the second land in the world for population. Yet an express 
train, travelling constantly at fifty miles an hour, would take a day and 
a half to traverse the length of this wonderful peninsula, and a day and 
a third to travel across its breadth. Moreover, for every person in 
the British Isles India has seven, for its population numbers over 
315,000,000 souls. India is, indeed, a continent in itself, with a 
most varied climate, for the land extends from tropical regions well 
into the temperate zone, and at least seven different races (excluding 
Europeans) go to make up its peoples. 

This vast land, with its dusky population, is one of the most 
interesting parts of the British Empire. We are justly proud of 
India, and of the Indian peoples, and rejoice in the glorious destiny 
which called us to the land. If England is regarded as the Motherland, 
and all the oversea Dominions and Colonies as her children, we can 
truly say that the childhood of India was a time of great anxiety 
to the parent land, but that all the anxiety and trouble has been 
amply repaid by the love and devotion her sons and daughters have 


shown. It is strange to think that little more than a century and a 
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half ago all these great races of India 
were at war with one another, while 
Englishmen were scarcely known in the 
land, except in a few factories or in 
trading centres dotted about 
the coast. In this short space 
of time a miracle has happened, 
welding scattered peoples into 
one, and filling them with such 
devotion that large numbers 
have gladly laid down their 
lives for the Em- 
pire. We may go 
further and say that 
this great devotion 
has grown up for the 
most part since the 
time of the sad and 
awful Mutiny, and 
rt PARSEE LADY AND cHitp, "©" it is an evidence, 
worthy of deep 
notice, of the value of just and honourable rule. India is no 
conquered country, nor are her peoples a subject population. In 
spite of many mistakes that have been made, the peoples of India 
recognize that the British are earnestly trying to benefit the Indian 
races and to raise the country to a height of glory amid the nations 
of the world. ; 
An educated Indian, of whatever race or religion, must look 
with awe upon the past of the land of his birth; and one of 
the strangest of all facts is that the Hindu and the Briton are close 
of kin. Both have sprung from the same stock—the Aryan race. 
In some far-off age there lived in the ample pasture lands to the south 
of the Caspian Sea this ancient Aryan race; and while, for reasons 
unknown, one band was impelled to leave the grass lands and travel 
westward through Europe, another band journeyed southward and 
took up its abode in the valley of the Ganges. We can regard these 
brave people as brothers of our race not simply by reason of their 

deeds but also because of blood-relationship. 
But as our Indian friend thinks of the past he sees other races 
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than his own coming into this land of mountain and plain, river and 
forest, cornland and meadow. He would tell us that the ancestors of 
the Hindus probably came to India at least 3,000 years before the 
birth of Christ, and that descendants of the people they drove back 
from the Ganges still dwell in the peninsula. Moreover, he would 
go on to say that other Europeans came to India over two thousand 
years ago, and lived and died in the land, and left children to succeed 
them. He would refer, of course, to Alexander the Great and his 
wonderful army, who indeed were the first men to bring India into 
touch with the outside world. Many of the people dwelling by the 
river Indus must be descended from European parentage. 

To such an observer our European nations must seem quite noisy 
young peoples compared with the calm and silent age of the popula- 
tion of his own land. But long before representatives of modern 
Europe arrived in India there were other races who took up their 
abode in this sunny land. The Huns, who caused Europe so much 
trouble, also broke violently into India, settling in the north. 
The Mohammedans began to invade the peninsula in the tenth century, 
and persevered to such an extent that practically the whole of India 
passed into their hands. Mongol hordes ravaged the north-west till 
one of their leaders, the great Tamerlane,sweeping down from the 
mountains, forced his way to Delhi, and was proclaimed Emperor of . 
India. Fa 

The first of — i= 
modern Europeans : 
to visit India by sea 
were the  Portu- 
guese, whose great 
sailor, Vasco da 
Gama, arrived in 
1498. After the 
Portuguese came the 


English; and of 
course the French 
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a smile and say, “‘See 
what young folk you 
appear to us ancient 
people of India!” 
Yes, and so we 
are. That has been 
one of our great 
dangers in this 
mystic land. Our 
great lesson has been 
—and, indeed, it is 
still before us—to 
= a realize that in 
Photo} &N.4. India there are 
WALKING ON ics de ao THE FIRE FESTIVAL peoples whose an- 
cestors were highly 
civilized while ours were mere savages. The tradition of the past lives 
among these ancient races ; but we have learned to respect this antiquity, 
and the peoples of India have come to esteem our energy and our desire 
to dwell peacefully among them as brothers and humane fellow-men. 
Of course, in so great a land, with so diversified a climate and 
differing races, the employment of the people is very varied. The 
great mass of the population is engaged in agricultural work, but other 
industries have been fostered, and in recent years have developed 
wonderfully. We must not think of India as entirely a land of palaces, 
jungles, temples, and tigers. We should find, for example, scenes in 
Indian cities as modern as those in Europe. Great factories have 
grown up and are the means of employing thousands of the people. 
India exports huge quantities of wheat and rice, raw cotton and wool, 
oil seeds, and so forth, as well as spices, tea, and other articles of 
natural production; but at the same time she has learnt to manu- 
facture many things for herself, and, in especial, she has very large 
factories for the working up of cotton and jute. She is, in truth, 
Britain’s best customer, and if any great disaster overtook our Indian 
Empire, or if the good relationship between England and India was 
ever disturbed, hundreds of thousands of people at home would be 
thrown out of employment. It is, therefore, to the interest of the 


whole Empire, as well as of India, that the brotherhood of the nations 
should be firmly established. 
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Certainly the people of India have much to be grateful for in the 
enterprise of the British race. One of the most valuable lessons they 
have learned is the system of irrigation, which has rendered their 
country independent of the monsoon winds. Great rivers have been 
diverted ; water is stored in huge reservoirs, and sent off in canals 
and dykes to refresh the land and enable the Indians to raise their 
crops and avert starvation. One of the great fallsin the Upper Ganges 
Canal reaches with its channels nearly 10,000 miles, and irrigates an 
area of one and three-quarter millionacres. Our engineers have worked 
far greater wonders in India in this matter than they have accomplished 
even in Egypt. 

Then, again, the vast railway systems which are gradually linking 
up all parts of India cannot be too greatly praised. By the inter- 
change of population and ideas, the old superstitions which have 
restricted the Indian 
races are being re- 
moved and the real 
life of the people is 
being developed. 
Nearly every district 
is now served with 
a railway, and even 
thinly populated 
parts have specially 
constructed narrow- 
gauge railways to 
join them to the rest 
of the world. 

The storms of 
war have rolled over 
the land for more 
than four thousand 
years, and never 
before has India 
known such a peace- 
ful, just and prosper- 
ous age as this era 
of British rule. The 
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Photo] as ay : [Bourne & Shepherd. 
A DISTANT VIEW OF THE HIMALAYAS. 


path of the old Aryan invaders, which brought the sweat to the brows 
of Alexander’s soldiers, now looks down upon a great people living 
peacefully and happily together under the rule of an Emperor who 
dwells thousands of miles away. 

The people of India are very fond of processions, festivals and 
gorgeous shows of all kinds. Many of them are birthday or marriage 
festivals, but the greater number are of a religious nature. On these 
occasions (if it is a Hindu festival) images of the gods are carried 
about, the people wear new clothes and invite their friends and dis- 
tribute presents of sesamum seed mixed with sugar. 

They have hundreds of gods. “ Ganesh ” is a favourite one; he 
has a fat body and an elephant’s head. He is popular because he 
is kind-hearted and brings good luck and success in all undertakings. 
So when a Hindu begins a new piece of work he never fails to invoke 
the help of Ganesh. Other gods are Krishna, who is painted blue, 


and Hanuman, the monkey god, who is always smeared with vermilion, 
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The Mohammedans also have a number of festivals. Perhaps 
the most important is “ Muharram,” in which they carry about the 
town in long processions, with much chanting, Tabuts, which look 
like little towers made of tinsel and gilt paper, with little bits of 
coloured glass. These are borne around during the day and in the 
evening are taken to the river or sea and thrown in—if there is no 
water the people dig a hole and bury them. 

In our coloured picture facing page 96 the Festival has not yet 
begun, but the people are on their way with banners and swords. 
Parties are coming in from the surrounding districts, all the elephants 
will be saddled with magnificent howdahs, the horses made gay with 
tassels, and the gods brought out. Then the procession will be started. 
All the people will turn out into the streets, resolved to have an 
enjoyable day. 

Let us now have 
a little talk about 
some of the wonder- 
ful sights of this 
wonderful country. 
There is so much to 
see that it will be 
best to refuse to 
look at anything 
that is European, 
and to take notice 
only of what is 
peculiar to India. 

In the picture 
opposite we are face 
to face with the 
mighty Himalayas 
of the North. The 
two giants of this 
range are Everest 
and Kanchanjanga, 
which tower nearly 
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touch the sky as they 
rise up past tropical 
forests where the 
palm and _ plantain 
quiver in the sun’s 
heat ; through huge 
rhododendrons and 
magnolias on to the 
temperate zone, 
where the raspberry 
and strawberry, the 
@ oak, the chestnut 
Photo} [Neville P. Edwards. and the willow 
A HINDU BABY SEATED ON A LEAF OF THE ENORMOUS VICTORIA 5 
REGIA LILY. remind us of Great 
Britain; up and 
away beyond pine, fir and larch to the glacier and ice-bound regions 
of the summit. It is in this region of the Himalayas that the 
wonderful Darjeeling Rail- 
way climbs from four hun- 
dred to seven thousand feet 
above sea-level. Look, on 
page 22, at that grunting 
ox, or the Yak of Tibet, 
tamed to serve man. He 
can live at very high alti- 
tudes, and, while he easily 
carries great weights upon 
his strong back, he is also 
useful for food, and the 
female supplies the natives 
with good milk. Darjeeling, 
as you know, lies in the 
tea-growing district. Some 
of the Bhutans are rather 
pretty; but it is a com- 
mon sight to see women 
at work in the tea planta- 
tions and elsewhere in 
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extremely fond of ornaments, such as necklaces, ear-rings, nose-rings, 
etc. In some places, as, for example, in the land of the Rajputs 
in Northern India, the women are literally weighed down with adorn- 
ments. One traveller describes this extravagance as follows :— 

“ Her smaller toes were decked with rings of silver. She wore 
a bracelet which was one of the most artistic that I have ever 
seen. Upon her eight fingers she wore twenty-six rings. She carried 
on her left lower arm a row of many bracelets, mainly of silver, but 
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% A HINDU BRIDEGROOM. 


here and there a band of lacquer, either green, or red, or yellow. Upon 
her left upper arm she displayed a circlet of links carved into the 
shape of musk-melons, each the size of a nutmeg. From this fell 
three chains, each five inches long and terminated with a tassel of 
silver. Upon her right arm she had also many bracelets. Finally, 
upon her neck was a chain of silver, of such length that, after it had 
been coiled several times round her throat, sufficient remained to 
fall in a double loop upon her bosom, where a heart-shaped silver 
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charm finished both 
it and her scheme of 
display.”’ 

And this was a 
working woman of 
the lower middle 
classes ! 

The nautch girls 
who dance in the 
houses of wealthy 
people are often 
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FEEDING THE MONKEYS, JAIPUR. decked out with 

beautiful gold and 

silver trinkets which tinkle merrily as the dancers sway gracefully 

in the mazy measures of their dreamy movements. Often, after the 

performance, these beautiful girls are still further adorned with gar- 

lands of flowers offered by the lady of the house. The people of 

India love display. Notice the sumptuous “ get-up’’ of the Hindu 

bridegroom pictured on the previous page. Even his steed shares in 
the splendour. 


Something must be said about the strange conveyances of this 


strange land. Native water-craft and land-craft often look very 
antiquated beside 
modern_ vehicles. 
Just glance, on page 
15, at the rath, or 
chariot, ands think 
whether you would 
care to journey ten 
miles or so in its 
quaint interior. 
How primitive, too, 
the catamarans look, 
on page 93, beside 
the steamer ! 

Thee rivers../ct 
India are intensely 
interesting. In the 
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poetry of the Brahmins, water is regarded as a deity and is invoked 
in thousands of places. “ Accept, O Ganges, Jumna, Surstite, Sutlej 
Ravi, my praise!” | 

. Some beings are regarded as specially holy because of their pil- 
gtimages on hands and knees along the banks of a river course. See 


Photo] | [Underwood & at Sei. 
THE BEAUTIFUL MARBLE SCREEN IN THE TAJ MAHAL, AGRA. 
on page 25, those dense masses of pilgrims who have come, as 
people went in Jerusalem in the olden days to await the changing of 
the water, to stay for the connexion of the water of the holy river 
with the sacred pool. The Ganges, ‘‘the Great Mother,” is an essen- 
tial part of the Indian religious system, and the sources and junctions 
of rivers are regarded as specially sacred spots by Hindus. 


The city of Benares, or ‘“‘ Kashi,” has been beyond historical 
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times the most important religious city of India, and the Ganges the 
most sacred river. 

The “‘ Ghats’”’ shown in our coloured plate are flights of steps 
descending to the river from the famous temples and buildings, which 
extend for some three miles on the north bank of the river. Great 
numbers of pilgrims come from every part of the country to pray 
in the temples, and, after bathing in the river, return to their native 
villages in the firm belief that their sins are forgiven and their souls 
cleansed from all impurities. 

A visit to the city is the great wish of all Hindus in every part of 
India, and, poor though they may be, they will undertake it at great 
expense and privation. ‘“‘ Mother Ganga,” as the Hindus call the 
river, isalso believed to have the power of healing the diseases of those 
who bathe and drink its waters. It undoubtedly has, so scientific 
authorities tell us, certain medicinal qualities which are highly beneficial. 

Some of the Ghats are more famous and more frequented than 
others, and brilliantly coloured crowds are continually passing up 
and down the steps, while here and there one sees a sacred cow—small, 
beautiful creatures with great humps on their backs. Down by the 
water there is much noise and laughter, and everybody seems happy, 
as young and old alike bathe and throw lotus flowers into the water, 
or solemnly say their prayers. 
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The lavishly decorated building on the right is known as the Hawah Mahal, or “ Palace of the Winds,? 
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Under the umbrellas sit the Brah- 
min priests, to give advice, direct the 
people, receive the fees of the visitors, 
and to paint the caste marks on the fore- 
heads of those who have finished their 
pilgrimage. 

Away in remote parts of India the 
- priests organize pilgrimages to Benares, 
and undertake to care for and look after 
the pilgrims until their return in safety. 

India is the home of religious mendi- 
cants or beggars. They are seen every- 
where. Some have been wealthy people, 
but have abandoned everything, home 
and family, to wander from shrine to 
shrine, holy place to holy place, as out- 
casts, despising earthly things and striving 
thus to get nearer to God. The fakirs 
of India practise self-torture and do such 
strange and wonderful things that Euro- 
pean onlookers are amazed. They have 
been seen to walk unscathed across a 
row of upturned knife-blades, to climba ~ a rs ie 
ladder of sharpened sickles in the place A FAKIR OF DELHI 
of rungs, to walk barefoot over red- 
hot stones or cinders as can be seen in the photograph on page 82. 

The Hindu worships many natural objects, and in India man 
has left his handiwork upon the rocks. The splendid temples and 
shrines of India bear witness to man’s earnestness in the pursuit 
of God. Reverence and sorrow have prompted him to erect monu- 
ments to the memory of the dead, or rejoicing has caused him 
to build towers to celebrate his triumphs. At Agra, the far-famed 
Taj Mahal, whose milk-white walls are carved into panels decorated 
with wonderful workmanship, depicting flowers of many a kind, was 
built by the Emperor Shah Jehan over the body of his wife Arjamand 
Banu Begum, and it is said that he had the architect cast from the 
top in order that there should never be a rival in beauty of her vast 
mausoleum. The splendid workmanship in the marble screen which 
stands before the royal tomb can be judged by the photograph on 
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d e page 89. It is said 
= to be the most won- 
derful screen in the 
world. 

Jaipur is one of 
the centres for pil- 
grims. Look at its 
wide, imposing main 
street. Ahmadabad 
is said to hang on 
three threads—gold, 
: i silk and cotton, 
reper "SE Pike Gata, Decause of its mene 

PICKING TEA. factures; and _ its 

Jain Temple is a 

splendid specimen of architecture. The Jains believe in the existence 
of the soul after death, and practise piety, gentleness, and liberality. 

The great pile of the Pagoda of Tanjore is one of the glories of 
Indian architecture. It has thirteen storeys, and forms a pyramid 
about 190 feet high, crowned by a huge dome said to consist of a 
single stone. This fine temple probably dates from the early part 
of the fourteenth century. Tanjore is in the Madras district, and 
is celebrated for its oa | 
carpets, silks, jewels, a ee m4 
and metalwork. Pitta 

Amritzar, which 
means the “‘ fount of 
immortality,” is the 
religious centre of 
the brave Sikhs; 
their temple stands 
on an island in the 
tank, or reservoir, 
made in 1581 by 


Ram Das. 
One -of the 

largest and finest #& 

mosques in the el IE. N. A, 
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Masjid of Delhi. This was also built by that great “‘ Emperor-builder,” 
Shah Jehan. It is constructed of red sandstone, inlaid with marble, 
and is based upon a great rock near the city. At the end of a court- 
yard 450 feet square rise the three creamy white domes of the mosque, 
looking like enormous pearls; and under the deep copper-blue sky, 
bathed in the golden sunlight, these domes make a picture never to 
be forgotten by anyone who has seen their majesty. 

Your history books will tell you the wonderful story of the Mutiny. 
The memorials at Lucknow and Cawnpore remind us of the sad mis- 
understanding of the past. You can read elsewhere, too, about the 
splendour of the Durbars, those wonderful assemblages of modern 
days at Delhi when old and new India have met together to pay tribute 
to our Emperor-Kings. Delhi, the capital and seat of government 
of the Indian Empire, then becomes a city of canvas and palms, and 
dainty silk hangings wave and flutter in the glittering light of day 
as the gorgeous procession of princes and elephants, of men and women 
in all the strange fantastic dresses of past and present pour through 
the streets to the vast amphitheatre where Indian and European 
alike pay homage to British authority—to that rule of peace and 
justice which has transformed India’s many inter-warring peoples 
and religions into one orderly and fraternal whole. 

B. L. K. HENDERSON. 
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CATAMARANS AT MADRAS. 


These primitive but very useful watercraft look strange beside the great steamships in the port. 
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AAS long ago as Greek 


and Roman _ times 
this wonderful island to the 
south of India was known 
to Europe. Menused then 
to. call it the ‘* Copper 
leaf.’’ Nowadays we 
describe it fancifully as 
above, or as ‘‘ The World’s 
Pearl Garden,’ but all 


these names, ancient or > 


modern, speak of a blend- 
ing of beauty and of 
wealth. Indeed, without 
exaggeration, it would be 
hard to find any spot in 
the wide world more fertile, 
more decked out by Nature 
in her most lavish mood, or 
more responsive to man’s 
search for the necessities 
and luxuries of life. Plain 
and mountain, green leaf 
and golden sand, stream 
and leaping waterfall, fern, 
palm-frond, flowers of 
myriad hues—all combine 
to spread before the eye a 
marvellous panorama of 
gorgeous scenery; while 
overhead is stretched the 
deepest blue of the sky, 
radiating with the warm 
glow of a tropical sun 
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whose heat is transformed to pleasant warmth by “the spicy breezes ”’ 
which fan this most favoured child of Nature. 

The Portuguese visited Ceylon more than four hundred years ago, 
and, realizing the mineral wealth of the island, endeavoured to establish 
trading settlements; but they were driven out by the more enter- 
prising Dutch about the middle of the seventeenth century.. The 
British came into possession of the island in 1796, and since 1815, when 
the old kings of Kandy voluntarily disappeared, Ceylon has been 
administered by a Governor, assisted by a Council representing the 
various races and interests of the island. 

Having now been introduced to this wonderful island, let us 
go a little nearer, 
and take a closer 
view of its many 
wonders. 

We will cross 
Palk Strait, which 
separates Ceylon 
from the mainland 
of India, skirt the 
western coast and 
make our way to 
Colombo. To the 
north the island is a 
wade~plain, partly *s™ A BULLOCK CART. 
covered with im- 
penetrable jungle, and when you hear that the native animals are 
tuskless elephants, bears, panthers, leopards, cheetahs, tiger-cats, deer, 
monkeys, jackals and buffaloes, no doubt you will wish to go ashore 

and examine the land with a view to hunting. 
As we pass farther south the land rises higher and higher, and 
we may note that the loftiest peaks, Pidurutalagala (8,000 feet) and 
Adam’s Peak (over 7,000 feet), are also wonderful places for the 
hunter, for in the mountain forests herds of wild animals live in primi- 
tive freedom. Adam’s Peak is called the Sacred Mountain of Ceylon, 
and bears on its summit the outline of a giant footprint which for 
thousands of years the priests and people of the island have regarded 
as a holy spot. From remote times every night the priests’ song has 
risen to the starlit sky, while by day pilgrims have climbed the moun- 
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tain-side, ‘“‘ to strew flowers, and perform some kind of worship to 
their gods on this high natural altar.” It is wonderful to think that 
in Ceylon, four hundred years before the Christian era, Buddhists 
claimed this footprint as that of Buddha; but the Mohammedans 
at a later time said it was the footmark of the first father of our race, 
and, accordingly, called the mountain ‘‘ Adam’s Peak.” 

At another place, near a gleaming lake by the picturesque town 
of Kandy, is a Buddhist temple where the priests preserve ‘‘ Buddha’s 
tooth.”” Not many Europeans are allowed to see this relic, which is 
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a sort of tiny tusk 24 inches long. It is placed in the inmost of seven 
shrines, in a dark room which has a solid silver door. ‘‘ The outermost 
of these seven shrines is a bell-shaped receptacle of gold, studded 
with precious gems of almost priceless wealth,” for Ceylon has wonderful 
minerals, such as plumbago, talc, gold, iron; and precious stones 
such as rubies and sapphires. Before one can get to the tooth the 
outer shrine and all the six shrines beneath must be removed, and 
morning and evening the people of Kandy come with ofierings of 
flowers for the priests to place on the silver table before this holy relic 
As we draw near Colombo, which has a fine harbour protected 
by a great mole of granite, we see boats and ships of all kinds and 


shapes, from the great modern liners to the quaint “ catamaran,” or 
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fisherman’s canoe, so narrow that it is kept upright by poles fastened 
to a long piece of wood which floats parallel with the crazy craft. The 
pearl fisheries of Ceylon are very important, and sometimes yield a 
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‘rich harvest. This is why Ceylon is often called “ the World’s Pearl 
Garden,” for the fisheries on the north coast are the finest in the world. 
As we land, we are surrounded by a crowd of rascals who want 


to sell us some of Ceylon’s precious stones, which are actually bits of 
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coloured glass, or inferior specimens of real stones; but we push our 
way through this throng and pass into the city. There is a curious 
blend of native houses in the town itself, and business houses, villas, 
hotels, barracks and the Government House in the English quarter. 
The people of Ceylon are mostly Singhalese, descendants of a race 
which came to the island in the sixth century B.c., and Tamils, from 
Southern India, who form about a quarter of the population. There 
are about ten thousand Europeans (including the military force) ; 
over twenty thousand Eurasians, descendants of Europeans and Sing- 
halese, and a large number of coolies, who are employed in the won- 
derful tea and rice plantations. As we pass along the streets we 
meet various types of this mixed population. That slight, gracefully- 
shaped man with the keen, alert face, deep-set narrow eyes and straight 
nose isa Tamil. You see he is wearing a turban and has white muslin 
wrapped skilfully about his body. He has the appearance of an ener- 
getic, hard-working man, and so he is. Yonder, at the door of that 
shop, is one of the Singhalese. You will notice the calmer look on 
his face, his large eyes, long black hair and short beard. He is fonder 
of rest and of pleasure than the Tamil. Besides, that strange-looking 
comb (like a couple of projecting horns) and his white cotton jacket 
and petticoat serve sufficiently to distinguish him from his fellow- 
islander. But men of other races are here—Arabs with their high 
fez caps, priests with their begging bowls, English, Japanese, French, 
Australians, Americans, Chinese—to name a few of the many nationali- 
ties which frequent the streets; for Colombo lies between the East 
and the West. 

A ride out from this delightful city through the avenues and 
Janes, under giant bamboos and palms laden with coco-nuts, past 
fragrant cinnamon trees and rich breadfruit trees is a thing to remember 
for ever. As a great student of the East has said: ‘“ Colombo itself, 
outside of the actual town, is a perfect labyrinth of shady bowers and 
flowery lakes and streams. For miles and miles you drive about under 
arbours of feathery bamboos, broad-leaved breadfruit trees, talipot 
and areca palms, coco-nut groves, and stretches of ricefields, cinnamon 
and sugar-cane, amid which the fireflies dart about in glistening 
clusters... . It gives a new conception of the bounty of creation 
to explore these dark green alleys—to cut a branch from the glossy 
cinnamon; to break out the new-veined nutmeg from its shell of 
scarlet mace ; to send your willing Singhalese boy into the crown of 
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the coco-nut tree ; to buy pineapples a foot long for an anna; to get 
vegetable rolls from the breadfruit tree ; to watch ripe bananas sold 
by the cartload ; to see flowers everywhere of the loveliest hues and 
forms draping every cottage door and running wild over every hedge ; 
to rest beneath a jackfruit tree, laden with vast scaly fruit ; to sit 
on a bench with twenty different specimens of palm within view ; yet 
all this is what you may contemplate almost anywhere within the 
environs of Colombo or Kandy.” 

Modern sights and sounds are interspersed among the glories of 
Nature. A railway line runs from Colombo to Kandy. The smoke 
of the steamer is blown over coral reef and pearl fisheries. 

The island is one of the Empire’s most productive centres, and 
sends us medicines, such as cinchona bark and quinine ; millions of 
pounds of tea, coffee, and cocoa ; spices, rice, rubber, tobacco, coco- 
nuts, and areca nut; minerals, and many other precious supplies. 

The lavish hand of Nature has clothed Ceylon in a fertile and 
luxuriant garb, and under the influence of the British race this wealth 
is employed for the service of the world and the advantage of the 
native population. 


ELEPHANTS PILING TIMBER. 
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A COVE IN SYDNEY HARBOUR. 


SUNNY AUSTRALIA 
THE ALL-BRITISH CONTINENT 


Photographs in this and the following articles reproduced by courtesy of the Commonwealth Government, the Agents-General for 
New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Western Australia, Queensland, Tasmania, etc. 


F the world’s great continents Australia is the only one that is 
under a single flag—and that flag the Union Jack. People in 
the Homeland often do not realize how huge is this Empire Continent. 


The whole of Europe, with the excep- 
tion of a portion of Russia, could 
be comfortably placed within its 
borders and still leave a considerable 
margin. Yet its population is under 
six millions, roughly about the num- 
ber under the control of the London 
County Council! Fortunately, 96 in 
every 100 of these six millions are from 
the Homeland, or descendantsofsettlers 


from our own shores, so that Australia 


is really and truly “All British.” 


It is about a century and a 
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The Continent of Australia would contain the 
British Isles twenty-five times. In addition 
there is the island State of Tasmania, which is 
more than half the size of England, 


SUNNY AUSTRALIA 


quarter since the great 
southern Continent was 
first called Australia, and 
to Matthew Flinders, the 
navigator—at the time a 
prisoner of the French— 
is given the credit of having 
first actually applied the 
name. As our school books 
tell us, Captain Cook was 
not actually on a voyage 
of discovery when he came 
to the eastern coast of 
Australia. He had, in fact, 
set out in 1768 to observe 
the transit of Venus at 
Tahiti. He made this ob- 
servation in 1769 and 
possibly added something 
of value to the records of 
astronomy, but he certainly 
STATUE OF CAPTAIN COOK, HYDE PARK, sypNey. added more to the Em- 

pire’s possessions. Captain 
Cook, in all probability, had no conception of the extent of the 
territory he had touched, and it was not until 1803 that Flinders 
circumnavigated the Continent. 

One of the first suggestions made with regard to this newly found 
land was that it should be used as a place where people who had been 
ruined by the American War of Independence might “ repair their 
broken fortunes and again enjoy their former domestic felicity.” 

Instead it became at first a dumping-ground for people who 
had broken the laws of England. In many instances their offences 
had been trifling, but transportation followed. In 1788 the first fleet 
with the first white settlers arrived in Botany Bay, Governor Phillip 
being at the head. 

This was not a very promising beginning for a great new 
colony, but it makes the progress since recorded all the more 
remarkable. Only a few days after this party had landed two French 
ships appeared at the port, and one historian has declared that there. 
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is justification for saying that England won Australia by six days ! 

The wonder is that such progress has been made in so short a 
time—progress of which neither Captain Cook nor Governor Phillip, 
who about a century and a half ago settled on the eastern coast, could 
have had any idea. 

Not until 1868 was the undesirable system of transportation to 
Australia finally discontinued, but before that time many explorers 
had made their way into the interior. The few great rivers had been 
located, and in 1862 the island Continent was first traversed from 
south to north. In 1874 John Forrest traversed the country between 
the settled portions of Western and South Australia. There are living 
in England and Australia to-day men who actually took part in the 
exploration of the Continent, showing that the country is still only 
in its infancy. A few parts, in fact, especially in the north, are as 
yet not properly known even to the pioneers. 

In 1883 Melbourne and Sydney were connected by railway ; 
Adelaide and Melbourne were joined in 1887, and Sydney and Brisbane 
in 1889. In 1917 was opened the great trans-Continental railway, 
which connects Perth, on the west coast, with Adelaide, the capital 
of South Australia. 

A railway, over 1,000 miles in length and running right across 
the Continent from north to south, is under consideration. This will 
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help to open up and develop some of the northern and central territories 
now practically uninhabited and uncultivated. 

Air mail services, covering thousands of miles, have been in- 
augurated and serve to link up the big cities in the various States. 
Wireless stations are in operation in all the State capitals, and also 
in a few other big towns. Broadcasting, too, may be enjoyed by 
girls and boys living away in the backwoods, maybe hundreds of 
miles from the nearest town. 

At first all the known parts of Australia were governed from 
what is now Sydney. Then the Continent was divided into colonies, 
each with its separate capital, Parliament, and code of laws. Later, 
the States became federated and established a Commonwealth with 
a broad democratic constitution and a national Parliament. 

In rg0r King George V, then Duke of York, visited Australia, 
and formally opened the first Federal Parliament in Melbourne. He 
was followed in 1920 by his son, the Prince of Wales, who had a wonder- 
ful reception wherever he went throughout the Continent. When he 
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left he sent a fare- Re rid 
well message to the 
boys and girls of 
Australia. It ran as 
follows :— 

“My wonderful 
first visit to Aus- 
tralia is nearly over, 
and I want to tell 
you before I sail 
how sorry I am that 
I am going, and to 
give you all my best 
wishes. Australia is 
a magnificent 
country, and I think 
you are very fortunate to have it for your own. Make up your minds 
to serve Australia well, for the future of every country depends on 
the spirit of its girls and boys. You have a splendid example in 
the patriotism of the men and women of Australia, who fought and 
worked and won the Great War. Yoursailors and soldiers thought first 
of Australia and the Empire and not of themselves, and many gave 
up everything, even their lives, that Australia and the Empire might 
be safe and free. If you follow in their footsteps you will make 
Australia one of the greatest and happiest countries in the world.”’ 

Part of the scheme for the complete union of Australia is the 
construction of a Federal capital. An area of goo square miles has 
been reserved in New South Wales, and on part of this is being erected 
Canberra, the legislative capital of Australia. 

Although federation has been thus effected, each of the six Aus- 
tralian States retains its own Parliament for its own affairs. 

The pastoral, mining, agricultural, dairying and manufacturing 
industries were established in Australia practically in the order named. 
First came the big “squatter,” who held large areas solely for the 
purpose of grazing his stock and of breeding sheep from which to 
obtain wool and mutton. Then the rich mineral discoveries 
attracted thousands of people. Gold, copper, silver, lead, zinc, 
coal, and other deposits were found in various parts of the Continent, 
though much of the land has not yet been prospected or tested. 
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TIMBER BEING DRAWN TO THE SAWMILLS BY TEAMS OF OXEN, QUEENSLAND. 


Of the Commonwealth’s total area of I,903,731,840 acres, nearly 
a half is as yet unoccupied ; and even if large portions of this great 
area are unfertile, it will be seen that there is ample room for expansion. 
Of Australia’s climate much might be said, as of the variety 
of soils and scenery. Although there is a large area where the rain- 
fall is light and uncertain, and terrible “droughts” occur, there 
are also vast tracts where over 20 inches per year are recorded on 
fertile soil. The Continent stretches from 11 degrees south of the 
Equator right down to about 50 degrees from the South Pole, so that 
between the two extremes one can enjoy almost any climatic condition. 
Australia has rightly been described as generally having the most 
pacific and equable climate of all continents. In parts of the interior, 
and along the northern and north-western coast, the mercury in the 
thermometer bubbles over the 100 degree mark (Fahrenheit shade 
reading) almost every summer, but the heat is not unhealthy or par- 
ticularly oppressive. The atmosphere generally is clear, and Australians 
visiting England frequently say that a temperature of 80 degrees in 
the shade in London is more trying than 100 degrees in Australia. 
While the people of England are heaping coals on the fire at 
Christmas the Australians are seeking for cool places, the months of 
December, January and February being their summer. March, April 
and May are the Australian autumn; June, July and August the 
winter ; and September, October and November the spring. January 
is the hottest month of the year and July the coldest. 
In recent years Australians have paid attention to the manu- 
facturing of many kinds of goods that had previously been imported. 
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As all the world knows, Australia played a very glorious part 
in the Great War. The great island Continent has a coastline of 
about twelve thousand miles and a total area of nearly three million 
Square miles. The population being so small, it was felt that every 
man should be able to assist in the defence of his country, and that 
the best way to ensure this was to have a form of compulsory military 
service. This begins with boys at school at the age of fourteen, and 
at first chiefly takes the form of physical training. The boys are not 
taken from their work or their homes, but are given a few hours’ 
drill in each week and spend two or three weeks under canvas each 
year. They are taught to shoot and skirmish, and the rudiments 
of attack and defence. At eighteen the Australian boy enters the 
citizen army and there receives the solid training and finishing touches 
of his military education. 

As a proof of the success of the system, the Australian Minister 
for Defence stated that “‘ within twelve hours of the declaration of 
War, every Australian soldier was at his post. The whole scheme 
worked like a well-oiled machine.” Altogether Australia sent for the 
defence of the Empire nearly a third of a million men. The dauntless 
courage displayed by these “citizen soldiers’ on Gallipoli and in 
France will never be forgotten and has won for the Island Continent 
a military reputation second to none. 


POLO IS VERY POPULAR IN AUSTRALIA. 


AUSTRALIANS AT PLAY 


HE young Australian is fortunate in being born in a country 
that by its size and climate lends itself to a variety of forms 

of sport, especially outdoor games. There is hardly a period in the 
year in which play in the open air cannot be carried on in one place 
or another. MHorse-racing, for instance, is enjoyed the whole year 
round, and cricket and football almost overlap one another in their 
seasons ; while boating and yachting, and similar healthy pastimes, 
are to be had at almost any time. The great stretches of open country, 
and the excellent opportunities for the country-born Australian to 
have his full measures of riding, hunting and shooting, as well as the 
ordinary work on farm or sheep or cattle station, all help to make 
him an all-round sportsman. It is not surprising that he makes a 
good soldier and fighter, and an athlete able to hold his own against 
the best of other and older countries. He has learned many of his 
games from the United Kingdom, or the “ Home Country” as he 
calls it, and on more than one occasion and in more than one 


branch of sport has successfully competed with those who were his 
tutors. : 
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The visitor to Australia is often surprised to see to what extent 
the games of the Old Country are played. Whether it be on the water, 
on the golf links, the racecourse, or the football or cricket ground, 
the Australian is proud to play the games his father or his grand- 
father played in the United Kingdom. He knows others, too. The 
scene in Sydney Harbour when the boats are out, say on a Saturday 
afternoon, to compete for a local championship, would gladden the 
heart of the yachtsman from the Old Country, and the crowds attend- 
ing cricket or football test matches would bring pleasure to the treasurers 
and secretaries of clubs where the “ gate”’ is of almost as much im- 
portance as the result of the game. Those who have been spectators 
at Henley year after year, but who have since gone to Australia, are 
reminded of ““home” by attending the Henley-on-Yarra Regatta in 
Melbourne. Australians work well; but as the hours of labour are 
generally arranged on the eight-hours system, they are able to devote 
a fair amount of time to sport and outdoor enjoyment. 

In particular, Australian cricketers are second to none, and, indeed, 
the long list of famous Australian batsmen and bowlers includes 
names worthy to rank beside that of the great W. G. Grace himself. 

The Australian is also an enthusiastic motorist and the number 
of cars is increasing rapidly. The roads are being greatly improved 
so that whereas, a short time back, the motor was merely used for 
getting from place to place, motoring for pleasure is now becoming 
a popular pastime. 
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A YACHT RACE, SYDNEY HARBOUR. 


SOME AUSTRALIAN BEAUTY 
SPOTS 


Wines people take it for granted that only in foreign countries 
will they be able to find that entire change of scenery and 
those differing conditions to which a holiday owes so much of its 
charm. But equally attractive scenery and far more enjoyable and 
congenial surroundings can be found without ‘going beyond the 
boundaries of the Empire. 

There was a time when a journey to any of the British Dominions 
was a long, tedious and trying experience. To-day the actual voyage, 
say, to Australia, Tasmania, or New Zealand, is itself a pleasant 
holiday tour, well worth the time and the cost, even if the tourist 
came back by the same ship. 

But to see the unsurpassed natural beauties of our Oversea 
Dominions it is necessary to make a longer stay. If Australia and 
New Zealand be chosen, one has to recollect that these countries 
run from the Tropics—very near the Equator—right down almost 
to the southernmost limit of human habitation ; within these wide 
stretches it is possible to enjoy almost every type of climate and scenery, 
and to see as great a variety of vegetation as in any other continent. 
In the extreme north is the truly tropical climate, with its peculiar 
fruit and vegetation; to the south is the health-giving temperate 
climate ; farther south again, to the very Antipodes, we have condi- 
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tions resembling those of the United Kingdom, but with additional 
charms. Geologists and botanists long ago discovered that Australia 
contained more species of plant and animal life not to be found else- 
where than any other land in the world. 

With its thousands of miles of coastline, Australia has many 
very fine harbours. All the world knows of the wonderful Sydney 
Harbour. The people of Sydney are rightly enthusiastic about 
it, and all visitors are asked for their opinion. It is said that a 
party of British sailors, knowing they would be asked questions 
concerning the Harbour as soon as they landed, fixed a card to 
their coats with the words—“ Yes, we’ve seen your Harbour; it’s 
fine.” 

One misses the 
grandeur associated 
with such mountain 
chains as the Hima- 
layas and the Andes, 
but still the Conti- 
nent is extremely 
beautiful, particu- 
larly in the mountain 
districts near the 
seaboard. 

But those who 
penetrate the great 
Island Continent 
will also encounter 
scenes of absorbing 
and surprising in- 
terest. Arrange- 
ments for these 
journeys are made 
by Government 
officials and the 
tourist is enabled to 
make the trips quite 
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JAMIESON VALLEY, BLUE MOUNTAINS, NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Sydney, for instance, the visitor can in a few hours find himself 
on snow-capped mountains and in places where the Alpine sports 
for which he has regularly gone to Switzerland may be enjoyed 
to their fullest. Or he may go straight to the wonderful limestone 
caverns which exist in different parts of New South Wales 
and other States. These enormous underground vaults provide 
scenes of beauty and interest which the experience of the dweller 
in the upper world can offer nothing to parallel. Here the trickling 
waters, through countless eons of time, have eaten away the lime- 
stone, and in their constant dripping have built up from the material 
held in solution wonderful stalactites and stalagmites, whose mys- 
terious shapes seem to have been evolved by the sorcery of mountain 
gnomes. The sensations evoked by a first visit to this underground 
wonderland are never to be forgotten. The Wombeyan Caverns are 
noted for their wonderful brilliancy of colouring and for their unique 
basins. 

In other parts of the Continent the visitor might venture on to 
the huge cliffs that force themselves out above the great trees, and 
that have retained their rugged and peculiar beauty against the wear 
of the weather for many years. Or he can go down into charming | 
valleys where the luxuriant growth of tree ferns makes such 
scenes as that in the beautiful Sherbrooke gully. The wonderful 
Blue Mountains are seen by everyone who can _ possibly spare the 
time. 

Weeks and months and even years could be spent without see- 
ing all that is to be seen, but we have said enough to show that there 
is no need to go beyond our Empire, or even a single portion of it, | 


for attractions that will satisfy the most fastidious. 
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THE GOLDEN FLEECE 


HEN the first white settlers from the British Isles, nearly a 
century and a half ago, took out to Australia a few sheep to 

see if they could live in the strange land, they probably had little 
idea of the size to which their flock would grow. At first growth was 
fairly slow, and the sheep did not develop satisfactorily. For instance, 
in the earlier days the average yield of wool from each sheep per 
season was about 34 lb. But, as the result of many experiments, 
the sheep farmers of Australia have been able more than to double 
the yield of wool, greatly to improve its quality, and at the same 
time to increase the size and weight of the sheep so that it is more 
valuable for food. To-day, if all the sheep in Australia were equally 
divided among the white population of the Commonwealth there 
would be more than fifteen sheep for every man, woman, and child! 
In other words, Australia has a larger flock than any other nation, 
comprising indeed one-sixth of all the sheep of the world. Most of 
the flocks are on a comparatively few stations, or sheep farms, and 
the wealthy squatter has the satisfaction of knowing that every day, 
as his thousands of sheep roam over the great areas, grazing on the 
natural grasses, the wool they carry is growing and making him 
wealthier. Sheep-farming is one of the few industries where the 
-proprietor’s capital, or his income, goes on night and day whether 
he sleeps or works. Quite a number of “ squatters © —as the sheep 
farmers are called—own more than 100,000 merino sheep each, while 


one or two possess flocks numbering more than a million. 
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A SHEARING SHED. 


It must not be thought, however, that life on a sheep station 
in Australia is all fun. The station has to be conducted on strictly 
business lines, just as must any other branch of industry, if it is to 
be successful. The squatter must maintain the standard of his flock. 
He visits the great shows of the United Kingdom, and will often 
pay many hundreds of pounds for a well-bred prize winner. Then 
he has to see that the wool is taken as cheaply and quickly as possible 
from the flock. The large shearing sheds are hives of industry during 
the season. The ordinary shearing clippers are not now considered 
good enough, and the work is done by machinery. The shearer directs 
the instrument just as the barber does his “ clippers,’’ and the wool 
appears to roll off the sheep. The men become very expert, and some 
are able to shear as many as 270 sheep in a working day of eight hours. 
Champion shearers will even exceed 300 a day. The picture above 
shows the interior of a shearing shed. 

As soon as a sheep is shorn it is pushed through a gateway and 
goes out into the world again—to grow more wool. The fleece is 
passed on to the sorters and classers. These men know the qualities 
of the various portions of the fleece, and rapidly decide where the 


wool is to go. It is instantly rolled up and passed on until it 
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eventually reaches the press, where it is forced into a bale, or large 
bag. Then it is taken by teams to the nearest railway station, or 
port, and consigned to market. 

The favourite type of sheep is the Merino, similar to those in the 
photograph on page 113. By constant care it has been brought to 
such perfection that the weight of wool is treble what it used to be, 
and whole flocks can be found which will yield an average of 9 or 
Io lb. of wool per sheep. Some animals have been known to yield 
almost 30 lb. each. 

The scene at a wool sale would surprise anybody who had not 
attended one before. In Australia buyers from all parts of the world 
attend, and, competition being keen, there is a great deal of shout- 
ing, thumping of desks, and stamping of feet. All the best quality 
woollen clothes worn by the people of the United Kingdom are made 
from Australia’s golden fleeces. 

The sheep farmers of Australia kill in one year many million 
sheep, chiefly for export. Frozen mutton and beef are brought all the 
way from Australian ports, and may then be purchased in England 
at a cheaper rate than meat grown at home. 
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WHEAT-GROWING IN 


AUSTRALIA 


ie order to feed the people of the United Kingdom it is necessary 
to import in one year many million tons of wheat and flour. 

Millions and millions of acres of land in Australia have not yet 
been put to full and profitable use, although the soil is known to be 
very fertile. It should, therefore, be possible greatly to increase the 
quantity of wheat and other agricultural products within the Empire. 
Although only a comparatively small proportion of the land has 
been brought into use for agricultural purposes, the farming industry 
in Australia is conducted on a much larger scale than in England. 
That is to say, the farmers have larger holdings, and although the 
average yield of wheat per acre is lower than in the United Kingdom, 
the Australian farmer, by the use of labour-saving machinery, and the 
handling of a larger acreage, is generally able to carry on business 
profitably. 
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A GRAIN ELEVATOR, GLEBE ISLAND, SYDNEY. 


From the illustrations it will be seen that instead of the old- 
fashioned plough he uses a rotary disc plough, which enables him to 
do as much as a dozen men could manage with the old single furrow 
plough. Instead of horses, he will probably have heavy traction 
engines, which can draw a number of disc ploughs. Then, when 
reaping time comes, he has his “ combined harvester,’”’ a wonderful, 
though simple, machine by means of which he is able in one operation 
to reap the wheat, to clean it and to place it in bags ready for the 
market. A bag will usually contain about 200 pounds of wheat. 

In all the illustrations you will see the farmer comfortably seated 
instead of having to trudge behind or by the side of his implement 
as so often in England. It has been said that when an Australian 
farmer is shown a new agricultural implement the first thing he looks 
for is the seat, and unless that is provided he is not likely to be a buyer. 
This, of course, is an exaggeration, but the Australian certainly believes 
in adopting labour-saving devices wherever possible. 

Yet in helping to produce the food for which there is an increas- 
ing demand throughout the Empire and the world he must work 
hard and be industrious to win success. 


A HARVESTER BEING DRAWN THROUGH THE WHEAT CROP BY AN OIL TRACTION ENGINE, 
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MELONS, PINEAPPLES AND BANANAS 
ON A NEW SOUTH WALES FRUIT FARM. . 


FRUIT FOR THE EMPIRE 


HE British Empire embraces in area more than a quarter of the 
globe, and we are frequently reminded that the sun never 
sets on the King’s Dominions. These facts are interesting for several 
reasons, one of which is that while it is the dead of winter in some 
parts it is midsummer in others. At the very time the fruit trees 
in England stand like rows of lifeless trunks, with dry, bare branches, 
similar trees in other parts of the King’s domains are weighed down 
with a burden of luscious fruit, so that almost all the year round there 
is a plentiful supply of fruit within the Empire. We have not yet 
nearly reached our limit in this direction, for there are still vast areas 
suitable for fruit culture that have not been put to profitable use 
but remain virgin soil. 

We have passed the stage when the thousands of miles of ocean 
which separate the Dominions from the Motherland were a serious 
obstacle to intercourse and trade. By scientific methods of refrigera- 
tion, or freezing, the people of Great Britain are enabled to receive 
from Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, and other distant parts, 
fruit in almost the same condition as when it was plucked from the 
trees in the great open orchards of those countries, and, what is more, 
the cost of bringing the fruit is not of sufficient importance seriously 
to affect the price. 

Then the variation of the seasons fits in with our requirements 


so splendidly that just when locally grown British fruit is “ off,”’ our 
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friends in the Dominions are picking and packing their crops for us. 
The fine, warm, sunny climate of Australia—and of Tasmania in 
particular—is reflected in the beautiful apples which come to us with 
their round plump forms and their ruddy cheeks. Even such perish- 
able fruits as peaches, apricots and nectarines are being sent in large 
quantities. 

You have perhaps heard how excited Nell Gwynne is said to 
have been when she first saw oranges growing in King Charles’s garden. 
Thousands of children in the United Kingdom who are fond of oranges 
have never seen them on the trees. In Australia, in a hundred different 
parts, one may see column after column of fruit trees, first tipped 
with buds, then breaking into blossom, afterwards green with the 
young fruit, and then becoming a beautiful colour as the crop ripens, 
until the plantation seems one mass of rich ripe fruit. 

In places children get as much fruit as they are able to eat free ; 
in others they pay a few pence to enter an orchard or plantation, 
and there have a good time eating just as much as they desire. Prob- 
ably they sometimes experience rather unpleasant after-effects, but 
generally they enjoy themselves and, after all, are not able to con- 
sume as much as you 
would suppose. 

The grape vines of 
Australia were taken out 
years ago from the vine- 
yards of Spain, France, and 
Italy, and now Australia 
is able to produce from its 
great vineyards wine that 
compares very favourably 
with that produced by 
older countries. The vine- 
yards are all laid out along 
the hill-sides and in the 
valleys, and the grapes 


reach perfection solely by | BCE HEMP Bn. fis 
natural means. ~ Conse- = > 
quently the wine made 
from them should be of 
the best quality. 
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HORSES CROSSING THE HUNTER RIVER. 


‘THE HORSE IN AUSTRALIA 


HE Australian loves a good horse. He is sometimes said, indeed, 
to give too much time to horse-worship, but this may not 
be an altogether undesirable trait. While he admires a thorough- 
bred on the racecourse, he also likes to see a good stamp of animal in 
the street and on the farm, and many visitors express surprise at the 
faithful reproduction in Australia of the most favoured breeds of 
Great Britain. The Clydesdale, especially, seems to thrive there. The 
free open life and the abundance of good natural grasses help, and 
the limestone in many parts develops bone. 
The annual shows held in the country towns afford an oppor- 
tunity for the farmers to compare and improve their stocks ; while 
the more important shows held in the capital cities of the Common- 


wealth are hardly surpassed in any part of the world. 
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From the large horse and cattle stations of the interior large 
numbers, or ‘‘ mobs,” of fine horses are driven to the markets. Many 
of the horses have never had a bridle over their ears, but the process 
of breaking them in is one in which the young stockman takes a keen 
delight ; and when a buckjumper of special energy is found there is 
an interesting time for the spectators as well as for the rider. These 
“ outlaws,” or buckjumpers, are sometimes taken from place to place, 
and prizes are offered to the rider who is able to spend the greatest 
number of minutes in the saddle. This is the Australian’s sport, 
but it has been said that time passes very slowly—for the rider— 
when the buckjumper is really “in action.” 

In Australia the military importance of good serviceable horses 
has long been recognized. For years thousands have been sent to 
India as remounts, and in the South African and Japanese Wars 
Australia was able to supply large numbers of most excellent animals. 
Later, as Australia began to shape her own system of military defence, 
it was seen that a steady flow of sturdy horses would be required, 
and increased attention was given to breeding. 

With the first Australian Expeditionary Force which was sent 
to take part in the Great War, there were thousands of Australian- 
bred and specially selected horses, and every succeeding contingent 
had its full complement of remounts. At the same time representa- 
tives of the British War Office were out in Australia buying as many 
as possible for the use of the great armies fighting in Europe. 
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A BUSH SCHOOL AND HOW THE CHILDREN GET THERE. 


121 


A CAMEL TEAM, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


TITHE SHIP-OF -THE DESH Ra 


HOUGH the camel is but little liked by those who have to deal 

with him, he has served a valuable purpose in many parts of 

the Empire. Across the great distances of the Australian continent 

he has often made his way where the horse, owing to want of water, 
would have failed. 

The explorer, the mining prospector, the surveyor, the railway 
contractor, the sheep and cattle owner, have all at various times proved 
his worth and had to rely on him to carry supplies, equipment and 
produce to and from the centres of settlement. For many years yet 
there will be a demand for the camel in Australia. 

Among the best animals available are those which have been 
bred on the camel stations in South Australia, although the majority 
of the large numbers of camels at work in the Commonwealth were 
imported from India. 

For a time it was thought in Australia that the Indians or Afghans 
who usually accompanied the camels from India were best able to 
manage them, but it has more than once been shown that white drivers 
are able to get equally good results, either in the carriage of heavy 
loads or in rapid travel over long, waterless stages. Camels have been 
used by various Governments to carry equipment for the extension 
of telegraph lines and for railway construction in new country. The 


making of the great Transcontinental line, for instance, would have 
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been impossible without their aid. When the Western Australian 
goldfields were discovered, the nearest railway station was well over 
a hundred miles from the scene of the find, and there was an uncertain 
supply of water along the road. Here camels proved very useful, 
bearing many tons of merchandise and supplies to the daring mining 
prospectors. They are able to carry sometimes up to half a ton in 
one load, and will plod along all day with their burden, kneeling 
only at the resting stages and to have their load removed for the 
night. 

In some parts they have been used for racing. More than once 
has a race been spoilt by a mischievous onlooker. It is necessary to 
make the long-legged animal take a kneeling position to enable a 
rider to get into the saddle, or for the load to be fixed, and to get the 
camel down only one word is used. 

“ Hoostah!”’ the driver will call loudly, and at once the camel 
begins to double up his legs, going down slowly. 

In a camel race, if the wrong camel happens to be leading, and 
somebody loudly calls out “ Hoostah,” one, or perhaps more, of the 
competing camels may stop, and begin to obey the order to kneel, 
with the result of throwing the riders forward. Camel-riding is not 
quite like ordinary horse-riding, for, unlike the horse, the camel steps 
with both right legs together and then with both left. This gives 
it a shuffling movement, which at first makes the rider uncomfortable. 


A PROSPECTING PARTY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
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HOBART. 
The capital city of Tasmania with its beautiful surroundings. In the background is Mount Wellington. 


BEAUTIFUL CITIES 


HOSE who have seen the great amount of work and expense 
involved in breaking down large buildings in London or other 
cities in order to widen the streets, or to make provision for immense 
volumes of traffic, have probably wondered why those who were 
responsible for the building of the city did not from the first insist 
upon a more suitable form of buildings and more reasonable streets. 
But the older cities of the Empire have mostly grown little by little 
for hundreds of years from once small and irregularly-planned settle- 
ments, and in this respect the younger cities in the Oversea Dominions 
have a great advantage, for those responsible for surveying and laying 
them out have been able to profit by the experience of older places. 
They have not, unfortunately, always turned the experience to good 
account, for there are to be seen in many even of the younger cities 
narrow winding streets and irregularly-built roads and footways. 
One of the best illustrations of a well laid-out city in the Oversea 
Dominions is Adelaide, the capital of South Australia. The bold 


surveyor who planned it had a good idea of future requirements and 
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of the importance of “ breathing spaces.” Adelaide itself is exactly 
square; the streets run straight through from the east to the west 
and from the northern to the southern boundary. The streets are 
all very wide, the land is divided into blocks of uniform size, and 
there are four sets of large squares within the boundary, each occupy- 
ing a similar position in its respective quarter of the square city. 
Then, surrounding the city, is a wide expanse of park lands, or 
‘commons’? as they would be called in England. Beyond -these 
begin the residential suburban areas. 

The picture of North Terrace shows what is known as the 
Education Block, the buildings prominent being the Public Reading 
Rooms, the Library, the Museum and Art Gallery, the University 
and School of Mines. If a further section to the west were taken 
in, along the same thoroughfare, it would include the Governor’s 
residence, the Houses of Parliament, and the main railway station. 
Farther east would be the Exhibition buildings, the Public Hospital, 
and the Botanic Gardens. This Terrace with its substantial build- 
ings has frequently been described as one of the finest thoroughfares 
in any of the Oversea countries. 

Adelaide has also been favoured by Nature with a range of hills 
almost surrounding the city, and the beautiful gardens and orchards 
on the slopes form a pretty background. In the heart of Adelaide 
one may board an electric tram and in a few minutes find oneself 
out among these hills with their wonderful gardens. 

In all Australian cities may be found specimens of architecture 
that would do credit to any city in the world. As an instance the 
Sydney Town Hall is only one of many which could be given. The 
organ here is one of the biggest in the world. 

The picture at the head of this article shows part of Hobart, 
the capital of Tasmania, which is known as “ The Garden State of 
Australia.” Mount Wellington in the background is over 4,000 feet 
high. The city, which is certainly one of the most charming in the 
Empire, stands on what is practically an arm of the sea. 

But it is to Australia’s new capital that we may look for all that 
is best in town planning and city structure. When the people of 
Australia decided upon Federation, and to have a National Parliament 
to legislate for the whole Commonwealth, they also decided to have 
a Federal capital city. There was much discussion as to where this 
capital should be. The people of New South Wales wanted it in 
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NORTH TERRACE, ADELAIDE. 
The capital of South Australia is a good example of a well-planned town. 


their State; the people of Victoria wanted it in theirs. Eventually 
it was decided that it should be in New South Wales, but not within a 
hundred miles of Sydney. Then there was difficulty in selecting the site. 
Many eligible places were suggested, and all were visited and inspected 
by leading men, until a statesman in England went so far as to say 
that Australia’s national sport was hunting fora Federalcapital. At last 
a decision was made, and the district known as Canberra was selected. 
Next came the selection of a name for the proposed capital. All 
sorts of curious words were submitted, but finally, at a ceremony in cele- 
bration of the laying of the foundation column of this new city, Lady 
Denman, wife of the Governor-General of the Commonwealth at the time, 
announced that the original or native name of Canberra had been chosen. 
In the Canberra district the Government have acquired an area 
of 900 square miles. The whole of this land is to be held as public 
property for all time, and here the Federal legislative capital is being 
built according to the designs of a young American architect. The 
whole proceeding is unique in the Empire’s history, and in the new 
Australian capital we all hope to find an example to the world. 
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‘“OQVERLANDING” CATTLE 


T is quite usual for herds of cattle to cross the continent of Australia 
I from Queensland in the north to Adelaide in the south. The 
long journey is known as “ overlanding,’ and the men in charge 
-of the herds are “‘ overlanders.’”” They are the true explorers of the 
interior. Owing to the scarcity of water, the bogs, and the hundred 
and one misadventures that are sure to happen, these strong brown 
men have to endure many hardships and privations. 

There are two kinds of cattle herds: Fat cattle (known as “ heads 
down”) and Stores (or ‘‘ heads up”’). A “heads down 7 MODs 
must be driven along steadily and allowed to feed, so that the beasts 
may be delivered in a fat condition for market. © Heads up”’ herds 
are driven along at a great pace, as they are usually being shifted from 
a station to some rich pasture in order to fatten them. 

“Mobs” of the latter kind at times get out of hand owing to 
the pace at which they are driven. They are also almost maddened 
by thirst and hunger and by the stinging hide whips and biting dogs 
at their heels. A ‘‘ mob” of this description suddenly smelling water 
miles away will make a mad rush (stampede), and the drovers and dogs 
will have a very anxious time. The thundering of hoofs, the clashing 
of horns and the roaring of maimed beasts during such a rush is too 
dreadful to describe. Tostoparush the men gallop on the wing (or side) 
of the “mob,” using their whips and pressing in until the beasts are 
gradually “‘ ringed’’ into a mass, after which they usually steady down. 

Such a rush often occurs at night. It may be caused by a flash 
of lightning, by the falling bough of a dead tree, or by the sudden 
jump of a kangaroo. Many a drover has been overwhelmed by the 
animals before he could get into the saddle and has met his death. 

The men usually sleep around the fire, with feet towards it, using 
their saddles as pillows. Watches are taken in turn, for it would 
never do for all the men to sleep at once. If camped on a plain, 
fires are built at intervals around the sleeping animals, so that the 
mounted drover on watch can see any stray beast that passes between 
the glow of the fires. He will walk his horse after the truant and turn 


him quickly back to the sleeping mob, taking care not to arouse them. | 


It is very dangerous to approach the cattle on foot. An un- 
mounted man is regarded as a foreign object, and will probably be 
promptly charged. On horseback and armed with a long stock whip 


the animals recognize him as master. FRED LEIST. 
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WATER FOR PEARLERS. 
The precious fluid is carried in canvas bags to the vessels. 


-PEARLING AND WHALING 


HEN we admire the beautiful, evenly arranged, perfectly 

shaped strands of pearls securely locked in the jeweller’s 

show-case, or, better, gracefully worn by a lady, we rarely think of 

the work that was necessary or of the risks that were run in order 

to secure those precious ornaments. The price alone, however, is an 
indication that the pretty little globes must be difficult to get or are 
exceptionally rare. We all know, of course, of the home of the pearl, 

but let us for a moment see something of the work of bringing the 
oyster shells from the depths of the sea to the view of the pearl-seeker. 

3 In the warmer parts of Australia, along the north-western, north- 
eastern, and northern coasts, where there is as yet but a scanty popu- 
lation, is the seat of the pearling industry. The pearler does~ not 
need to be an expert diver, but he requires a fair amount of capital, 


for his stock-in-trade will consist of one or more boats, or luggers, 
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and they must be fully 
equipped with diving ap- 
paratus. Having arranged 
to have his pearls and 
shells examined, valued and 
sold, he sets off for the 
pearling grounds. At 
: towns along the coast ad- 
A VERY FINE BLISTER PEARL. jacent to the pearl shell- 
beds he engages his workers, 
generally men from the tropical islands, or from Manilla or Japan. 
The men from these places are prepared to undertake the dangerous 
work for wages on which a white man could not maintain his 
accustomed standard of living. 

The divers, having been engaged, are told off to the various luggers, 
and in clumsy-looking, heavy diving suits go down to the sea bottom 
to collect the shells. There are several risks. Air is supplied to the 
divers while below through the long tubes or pipes attached to their 
headgear, and care must be taken that these tubes are not “ fouled ” 
in any way. >There is a communication cord by which the diver 
below and his attendant on the boat’s deck are able to signal to each 
other. The diver’s work is to gather from the bed the shells of the 
kind of oyster known to contain pearls. If every shell contained a 
pearl, the pearler would either very soon make a huge fortune or the 
price would be so reduced 
that these ornaments would 
be too common to be appre- 
ciated, although they would, 
of course, still retain their 
beauty. 

The shells brought to 
the surface are spread on 
the decks of the luggers, 
and the next stage is to 
open the “ prize packet.” 
To the inexperienced this 
would be a difficult task, 
for the two shells, or covers, 
seem so securely fastened 


PEARLS FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 
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that it is hard to find the join. The pearler knows, however, and 
soon has his long, strong knife wedged in and the contents of the 
shells exposed. He is always expecting a “ prize,” but there are far 
more “blanks.’’ A pearl worth a thousand pounds is not found 
every day ; if the pearler found one of that value every season he 
would be well content. But he perseveres ; and if his neighbour 
on a lugger near gets a “beauty” he is encouraged to go on. 
The uncertainty is the fascination. A small, imperfectly shaped pearl 
is not despised, but will be added to his collection, the whole lot be- 
ing eventually con- 
signed to an expert 
who is able to decide 
its market value. 
The _ pearling 
industry does not 
appeal to the man 
who is fond of a 
comfortable home in 
pleasant surround- 
ings, but is gener- 
ally taken up with 
the idea of quickly 
winning riches. 
More __ excite- 
ment is to be had 
among the whalers, 
but here, again, 
the life is not attractive to “the land-lover.’’ Of course, it is only 
at certain periods, and in certain places, that whales are found. The 
experienced whaler knows the period and he knows the places, and 
he hovers about these areas watching for the great rolling form of 
the whale. The man in the “crow’s nest,’ near the top of the 
mast, keeps a look-out for monsters from which to fill his oil casks. 
From his elevated position he is able to see a great distance, but the 
position is not always so comfortable or steady as it may appear. 
A whaling boat is not a very big vessel, and when it rolls on the 
- open ocean and the mast sways from side to side, the occupant of 
the “‘crow’s nest”’ has a “swinging time” that is the reverse of 


SCRUBBING AND WEIGHING PEARL SHELLS. 
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SHARK-HUNTING IN THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. 


The natives of the Solomon Islands have a form of shark-hunting which calls for great skill and nerve. A 
man dives into the sea and acts as a decoy, or ‘‘live bait,’’ to entice the shark. When attacked, he swims 
rapidly to a rope let down from the stern of the vessel and climbs to safety. At the same time another man 
dives overboard, with knife skilfully aimed, and, if he is lucky, kills his prey. 
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A KAURI TREE, 110 FEET LONG. 


Some of these monarchs of the Australian forests reach a height of nearly 300 feet, and measure 50 feet round 
at the thickest part. 


WHERE GIANTS GROW 


O most boys and girls there is something peculiarly attractive 

in forests and jungles. Many of the stories which remain for 

ever in our memories are of experiences in thickly-wooded parts of 

the world, and especially of brave and daring deeds in hunting or in 
escaping from wild animals. 

But all forests are not the homes of lions and tigers and other 
savage beasts. In Australia, for instance, there are thousands of 
square miles of densely wooded country through which one might 
go from end to end without the least fear of being confronted by savage 
animals. The greatest danger would, perhaps, be from snakes, but 
even these reptiles are comparatively scarce; and the children of 
settlers who live on the edge of these forests play day after day among 
‘the dense foliage and beneath the shade of the giant gums free from 
danger, inhaling the perfume of the forest flowers and blossoms, and 
enjoying life as free from care as the happy birds whose nests may 
be seen far up in the forked branches, beyond the reach of the most 
venturesome boy. 


Australia possesses some of the Empire’s very best forests. They 
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are veritable beauty spots in their natural state, and when the massive 
tree-trunks have been brought down by the bushman’s axe they are 
of much commercial value, for the wood is of great strength and 
durability. A man looks very small moving among these great stalks, 
some of which reach a height of nearly 300 ft. and measure 50 ft. 
round at the thickest part. Like some monster felled by the combined 
efforts of little beings, these trees are rolled or slowly drawn off by 
bullock team or steam engine to the nearest sawmills. All the branches 
are stripped where the tree falls, only the long straight trunk going 
to the mill. 

There it is cut up like huge pieces of cheese into the sizes and 
shapes for which it is to be used. If a million blocks are required for 
street paving in the cities of the United Kingdom (where every day 
people walk over timber that was once a portion of a Giant Kauri 
tree in Australia) a heap of blocks seems to grow with wonderful 
rapidity near the mills. 

The number of blocks the cutters are able to get from one tree 
is surprising. Just as a tailor knows how to get the greatest number 
of suits from a certain length of cloth, so the practised saw-miller 
knows the best way to trim and turn his log to get the largest quantity 
of serviceable timber. Machinery is used for handling most of these 
great pieces, for they weigh many tons. 

Given the length and circumference of a tree-trunk, any wide- 
awake schoolboy could perhaps tell how many blocks of wood a cubic 
foot in size it should be possible to cut from it. The baker makes a 
certain number of loaves from a bag of flour, and in weighing out his 
loaves is able, by adding or taking away a small piece of dough, to get 
the exact weight and the right number; but the saw-miller cannot 
take, say, a half-size block from one part and by adding it to another 
half get one whole block. 

Still, where there are thousands of trees around him, he is not 
so particular. I am sure many Australians, when they have seen 
little children in some of the crowded cities of Great Britain following 
up the street repairers and gathering small chips of wood, must have 
thought with regret of the great quantities of wood they have seen 
in their homeland being burnt in heaps simply to make room for the 
settler. Only timber that is likely to be of use for building, railway 
sleepers, street-paving blocks, bridges, and similar work is saved 


and taken to the nearest port. There it is loaded on the old ocean 
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tramp steamers and sent off to the great timber markets of the world. 

The land which has produced such a wonderful growth of timber 
must be fertile. The settler knows this, and although the cost of 
preparing heavily timbered land for cultivation is great it is well 
worth while. Often the new settler, instead of actually cutting down 
all the beautiful green trees, will simply cut a strip of bark from round 
the trunk. This is known as “ ring-barking.”’ Severing the bark in 
this way means death to the grand tree, and it soon changes from its 
natural colour to a sickly, colourless trunk. The leaves have already 
fallen, and when the tree QB. LAWN We aR | A : 
dies and becomes dry the * 
settler starts a fire at the 
trunk and clears his land 
by burning off the dead 
timber. We thus see that 
in one part of our Empire 
what would be of great 
value as fuel, either for 
domestic use or for pro- 
ducing power in our 
factories and mines, is in 
another part not only 
deemed of no value, but is 
an obstacle in the way of the 
settler who wishes to use 
the land for agricultural or 
other purposes. 

The Australian authori- 
ties realize that the havoc 
made in the forests by the 
timber cutters must leave 
the country poorer, and in 
many places where these 
forest giants have been slain | 
_ young trees are being 
_ planted, so that in the 
course of years there may 


be other timber for the Sxsamnidetdzs Va aT 
_ Empire’s use. TIMBER CUTTERS, AT WORK; 
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ANIMALS AND BIRDS OF 
AUSTRALIA 


LTHOUGH Australia has not been the home of the large savage 
animals found in other parts of the world, the Island Continent 
has a remarkable assortment, many of which are not found elsewhere. 
Perhaps the first of the curious family to which the young searcher 
would turn would be the platypus, or duck-bill, and its relative the 
spiny ant-eater. The platypus, an illustration of which is given on 
page 139, is covered with fine close fur. The upper jaw is something 
like the beak of a duck, and is-covered with a hairless, leathery-looking 
integument, or skin, which is developed into a free flap at the base 
in front of the eyes. Both fore and hind limbs are short, and each 
comprises five digits, or toes, connected by a web of skin, and provided 
with strong claws adapted both for swimming and burrowing. 
The spiny ant-eater has the upper portion of the body covered 


with spines like a hedgehog, with coarse hairs in between. The snout 
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is narrow, but the digits, 
though very powerful on 
the forefeet, are not webbed 
hike those of the platypus. 
The ant-eater only lays one 
egg in a season, carrying it 
about in a pouch until it is 
hatched. The platypus will 
lay two eggs in a season, but 
places them in a burrow, 
where the young are hatched. [gi 
Though both these animals = 
live in Australia in good TASMANIAN DEVILS. 
numbers, they are difficult to 
find, because they hide all day and only come out at night. The 
aboriginals of Australia used to hunt both, but they are now protected 
by the authorities in order to preserve these most interesting species. 
Of the marsupials of Australia, the kangaroo family is the best 
known ; in fact, the figure of the “’roo” is generally seen on any- 
thing connected with Australia, and occupies a place of honour on 
the Commonwealth coat-of-arms. It has appeared on the postage 
stamps, and is used in a variety of ways to indicate Australia. A 
fully-grown animal sometimes measures over 5 ft. in length of head and 
body. Other members of the family are the tree kangaroo, the rock 
_ wallaby, the hare wallaby, the 
rat kangaroo, and the musk rat, 
. the last named being only about 
Io in. in length. All these are 
alike in form, but vary almost as 
much in habit as in size. 
Young Australians in the 
country districts love nothing 
better than a kangaroo hunt. 
| With their guns, and a number 
of strong, well-trained dogs, they 
set out and often have a very 
interesting chase. The dogs 
must have strength as well as 
speed in order to master an 
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“old man” kangaroo. The 
latter will sometimes go for 
miles,until wellnigh exhausted, 

— and will then stand with his 

= back against a tree-trunk 
and wait for the advancing 
ee dogs. With his powerful 
_ hind legs the “old man” 
™™,.' is sometimes able to in- 
“flict serious injury on the 
Rage! vHE DINGO, «4 Sst~<C«é« MS ecole thee” latter Gems 
grip the kangaroo by the 
throat. Where possible, the hunter will bring down his game by 
gunshot before exposing his dogs to the danger of being torn to 
pieces. Generally, however, the animal falls an easy victim to the 
hunter. 

The phalangers, or “‘ opossums,” are also common in almost 
every part of Australia‘; certainly all over the eastern portion. They 
live in trees, like the sloth, which they resemble in movement, and 
feed on the leaves of the eucalyptus and other trees. Young Australians 
often spend hours on moonlight nights trying to bring down these 
creatures, which can be plainly seen on high branches silhouetted 
against the moonlit sky, with their tails curled round the branches 
and their strong curved claws driven into the bark. They defy the 
attackers, who, when out for “sport,” are content to throw sticks 
and stones at the innocent, harmless creatures. The grey Tasmanian 
opossum is among the largest of the species, and has dark and thick 
fur. 

The repulsive-looking Tasmanian devil once roamed over the 
mainland of Australia, but is only now found in the island State. 
It is a fierce little creature, as its name implies. With a stout well- 
set body and thick snout it resembles a small bear, although the limbs 
are more like those of a native cat. It has clawed digits on each 
foot. The fur is a beautiful black, with patches of white. 

These are only a few of the many interesting animals to be found 
in Australia. Except where the creatures are protected by Govern- 
ment, the hunter may have all the fun of the chase without the danger 
of being attacked. 


Even more space would be necessary to deal with the birds of 
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Australia than with the animals, for there are well Over 700 species, 
made up into particularly interesting groups, and when the young 
hunter is out after animals he has always an excellent chance of 
seeing and getting some of the finest birds in the world. These, 
again, however, are in many instances protected by the Government. 
From the great cassowary and the emu, Australia’s bird family 
ranges to an almost unlimited variety of smaller birds of a kind 
only known on that Continent. Both the emu and the cassowary 
are something like the ostrich, but do not carry the large rich plumes 
on wings and tail. The emu in spring lays as many as forty eggs, 
any hollow in the ground or a roughly-built nest being deemed satis- 
factory. 

The mound bird will lay its eggs, but instead of sitting on them 
will cover them with earth and decaying vegetable matter. The heat 
thus generated will successfully carry out the mission of hatching, 
and the young birds scramble out to begin life on their own account. 

The lyre birds are practically restricted to Australia, and only 
the adult male bird justifies the name by its lyre-shaped tail. They 
are wonderful mimics. 

The Kookaburras are common in Australia and belong to the 
kingfisher family. They are best known as laughing jackasses. 
They are deadly enemies of snakes, which they quickly kill. Their 
name is probably derived from the extraordinary “ laughing ery” 
which they begin at sunset and sunrise. The noise in chorus 
strikingly resembles the human laugh. 

Ostriches were taken to Australia more than forty years ago, 
and it has been found that many parts of the Continent are very 
suitable for them, so that ostrich-farming is now profitably carried 
on here as well as in South Africa and other parts of the Empire. 
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THE “BLACKS” OF 
AUSTRALIA AND PAPUA 


HE British Empire with its inhabitants, which number over 460 
millions, includes people varying in colour from white to jet 
black. 
When white people first landed in Australia they found there 
a race whose skin was decidedly dark in colour, almost a chocolate 
brown. These folk were probably just as much surprised to see 
‘whites’ as the new arrivals were at meeting the natives. Their 
mode of life was found to be of the most primitive kind; they lived 
on what they could get from day to day, either by fishing, digging in 
the earth, or hunting. So long as there was sufficient for the day 
they were content, and had no care for the morrow. 
The aborigines who have yielded their country to the white 


settlers, and are either going into the interior or endeavouring to 
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adapt themselves to civilization, are generally poor specimens of 
humanity, although in some of the more favoured parts the tribes 
exhibit a better physique than in others. 

They have many quaint customs and some of the very oldest 
forms of communication have been in common use among them. The 
message-stick, for instance, by which, in the absence of better means, 
messages are indicated by marks made on a piece of wood, which is 
then conveyed from one tribe to another, has always been used by 
the Australian aboriginal. 

They have peculiar methods of recording and regarding family 
relationship. These methods vary in the different tribes. Scientists 
who have devoted years of study to these interesting people have 
classified them by what are known as totemic systems. The name 
of the “totem” goes from one generation to the next, and is gener- 
ally that of an object or animal from which the aboriginal believes 
he has descended. One totem may mean a snake or a frog, and if 
a man of this totem group marries a woman of a group of the emu 
totem the children would be “‘ emus,” or would follow the emu totem. 
In other groups this may be reversed, and the descent of the totem 
would be on the father’s side. This is only one phase of a complicated 
system of family relation- 
ship, but the native attaches 
very great importance to 
his totems. 

Elaborate ceremonies are 
held, in which the male 
adults chiefly take part, and 
in some tribes as the man 
advances in age he spends 
more and more time in 
these ceremonials. One of 
the most interesting, and one 
which only male adults are 
permitted to witness, is that 
of initiating the young male 
native into the ranks of the 
adults. Most of the tribes 
believe in a form of reincar- 
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of beings with superior powers ; while magic and the “ medicine man ” 
play important parts in their existence. All the natives believe that 
every form of illness is the result of evil magic. 

In some parts of the Australian continent the aboriginals have 
been able to obtain the necessaries of life easily ; in others the struggle 
for existence has been fairly keen and tribes have at times become 
almost cannibals. As a race, they have never seriously interfered 
with the white people, and the fact that there is danger of their com- 
pletely dying out has induced the authorities to take measures for 
their preservation. Inspectors and protectors are appointed, whose 
duty it is to see that these poor people are given food where necessary, 
and that areas are reserved for their use, where they may live their 
own manner of life without interference or disturbance. The general 
experience, however, has been that aboriginals who have seen how 
white people live prefer something approaching that style to their 
own. In places good numbers are engaged on the large cattle stations. 
They make excellent stockmen, and are proud to be allowed to own 
their horses and to drive the mobs of cattle from point to point. They 
possess a wonderful power of distinguishing the tracks of human 
beings and animals along roads or through the scrub, and by this 
means have saved the lives of many wanderers in the wilder 
parts. 

It is interesting to watch the black tracker at work. If the 
tracks are not very distinct—they may be quite invisible to the ordinary 
observer—he will go slowly on, yard by yard, quickening his pace 
as the indications become plainer. He seems to know just where 
the wanderer may have brushed against a tree in passing, or where 
he halted or quickened his pace. All over Australia aboriginals 
are attached to the country police stations so that their services may 
be available for tracking criminals or suspected or lost persons. They 
have no doubt become experts in this way through having for many 
generations followed the tracks of animals required for food. 

Fire-arms were of course unknown to them, their best weapon being 
a long spear. This was certainly the most destructive in tribal wars, 
although the boomerang is the most famous of their weapons. This 
peculiar crescent-shaped piece of wood, when thrown by a native, 
goes circling through the air, and should it fail to strike the object 
at which it is aimed comes back in the direction of the thrower. The 


aboriginals, even little boys and girls, are able so to throw the 
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boomerang that it travels a great distance and comes back almost to 
the feet of the thrower. 

An interesting celebration of the aboriginal is his “ corroboree,” 
or dance. For weeks before the date you see the men and women 
cathering from various parts. The males prepare a mixture that 
resembles paint and is generally white and clay-red in colour; the 
females rub a greasy substance into their hair, and as the time 
approaches they also apply liberal quantities of the coloured mixture. 

When the time arrives the whole party assumes an appearance 
that would certainly frighten boys and girls who had not seen them 
before. They gather feathers and leaves and fix them.around their 
heads and ‘bodies, and with their skin also striped with the white 
and coloured paint are ready for the fray, which, after all, is a quite 
innocent and harmless procedure. The women sit round in groups — 
and by beating the ground with sticks and tapping themselves on 
the body, at the same time uttering a monotonous chant, supply a 
sort of “orchestral ’’ accompaniment. The men perform a weird 
dance. First, they approach in a stooping attitude as if to slay some 
monster, creeping up to the camp fire. Receding, they will again 
advance majestically, with a kind of goose-step measure. It is a 
form of drill, for all go through the movements together and at times 
gracefully. This is kept up for several nights, and should they be 
close to towns the natives appreciate visits from the white inhabitants. 
There is generally one aboriginal in the tribe who is energetic enough 
to turn the occasion to account by taking a ‘“‘ collection ’’ while the 
corroboree is in progress. 

Pioneering work in the interior of Australia has been to some _ 
extent assisted by the aboriginals who are taken by the explorers, 
and often they become greatly attached to their white masters. They 
are of great value in leading the explorers to places where water may 
be found, and on more than one occasion have saved white men from 
the treachery of other blacks. 

Once a white policeman in the northern part of Australia had 
to go into the bush country to arrest a young aboriginal on a charge 
of cattle-stealing. The only way to get the captive back to the 
country prison was to place him on the policeman’s pack-horse. Off 
they set, the policeman riding one horse, the prisoner the other. 
Presently they came to a place where it was necessary to swim the horses 


across a rapidly running river. In mid-stream the policeman got 
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BLACK CHILDREN IN THE GROUNDS OF A MISSION SCHOOL AT BROOME, WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 


into difficulties, lost his horse, and was in danger of being drowned. 
The young aboriginal, who might easily have crossed the creek and 
escaped, went to the policeman’s assistance, saved his life, and remained 
his prisoner. 

Many interesting stories could be told of these folk, and for many 
reasons it is to be hoped that the efforts which are being made to 
keep them from dying out will be successful. 


PAPUA 


The aboriginals of the Continent are far from being the only 
“coloured” people now under the administration of the Common- 
wealth. Since Australia assumed control of Papua quite a different 
race has come under its care. 

Considerably more than half of the great island of New Guinea, 
“north of Australia and separated from Queensland only by the shoal- 
dotted Torres Straits (Go miles wide), belongs to Holland, and has for 
snturies formed part of the Dutch East Indies. The eastern part 
comprises, with some adjacent islands, over 160,000 square miles, 


is now under the Australian Commonwealth Government. 
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There is a white population of about 3,000. The country in the 
central districts is mountainous, several peaks being known to exceed 
12,000 feet, although much of the territory is still unexplored. The 
rainfall is heavy and the land along the coast is hot and moist and 
eminently suitable for the cultivation of all tropical products, the 
chief crops being copra, rubber, hemp, and tobacco, and there is 
considerable trade in mother-of-pearl. 

The Papuans are more vigorous and industrious than the 
Australian aborigines, and better able to adapt themselves to the 
work of the plantations and to tropical cultivation, though there are 
thousands in the interior who have not yet come into friendly contact 
with the white invaders. They are sometimes dangerous, but as 
settlement extends there seems to be little doubt that they will fall 
into line with their more civilized brothers about Port Moresby. Like 
the Australian native, the Papuan believes in an extravagant form 
of decoration for special occasions. At these events there is a marked 
similarity in the method of attire among these two peoples, although 
their modes of living are different and they have little in common, 
except, perhaps, that both are content to roam the country with 
little or no clothing. 

H. KNEEBONE. 
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A scene in the hot springs district of Rotorua. There are many other boiling lakes, mud pools and sulphur 
springs in the locality. 


NEW ZEALAND 
THE BRITAIN OF THE SOUTH 


(Photographs in this and the following article are reproduced by courtesy of the Government of New Zealand.) 


OR many good reasons has New Zealand been called “ The Britain 

of the South.” First of all, it is British in the very best sense, 

for less than two per hundred of its people to-day are of foreign birth. 
Then New Zealand is very much the same size as Great Britain. ' It 
lies almost as far from the South Pole as Great Britain does from the 
North Pole. And, finally, it is somewhat the same shape. That is 
to say, it is stretched out from north to south, and has backbones of 
mountains. If a hole were bored straight down through the earth 
from Great Britain it would come out in the Pacific Ocean not far 
from New Zealand ; hence that country is often referred to as “‘ the 
Antipodes.* ¢ - . 
But beyond these points of likeness, there is not a great deal of 
similarity to Great Britain in the natural features of New Zealand. 


There are vast ranges of mountains, with peaks always covered with 
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snow, like the Alps 
of Switzerland. 
There “aresmang 
rivers; not calm, 
gently-flowing rivers 
like those of Eng- 
land, but so wild 
and swift that 
StEA MEDS Gan 
scarcely make head- 
way on them ; there 
are expanses. of 
forest stretching like 
a sea, wave upon 
wave, from one 
mountain range to 
another; there are 
mountain lakes into 
a single one of which 
all the lakes of Eng- 
land and Scotland 
could be poured ; 
there are geysers 
THE FAMOUS FEATHERS GEYSER. blowing up columns 
of boiling mud and 
water into the air; and there are volcanoes (most of them now 
extinct), and pools of clear boiling water. 

New Zealand has two main islands, stretching a thousand miles 
from north to south. The most southerly point has a climate like 
that of Essex, while in the extreme north tropical fruits and flowers 
grow to profusion. Here ,too, grow the huge Kauri pines which provide 
such splendid timber for shipbuilding. Around the coasts are many 
beautiful natural harbours where lie the ports of New Zealand. Behind 
are flat plains, divided into neat fields and carefully cultivated, or 
hill-sides covered with grass and dotted here and there with patches 
of forest, or with the graceful waving toi toi (pampas grass), or the 
green sword-blades of the native flax from which ropes and twine are 
made. Far back in the interior can be seen the glittering, snowy 


peaks of the great mountain chains. Most of the mountains in the 
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North Island were in olden times volcanoes, and even to-day, if you 
watch carefully, you will see a fine cloud of vapour sometimes forming 
above the crest of Mount Ngauruhoe, and then disappearing in the 
gentle breeze. There are also, at Rotorua, not far from Negauruhoe, 
many boiling lakes, mud pools and sulphur springs, as well as some 
geysers which intermittently burst out and send aloft large quantities 
of hot mud and steam—a wonderful sight to those who have never 
seen them before. In the western angle of the North Island a very 
beautiful mountain rises straight from the level surface of the plain 
in the form of a true cone. It reaches to a height of over 8,000 feet, 
which is nearly three times as high as Snowdon. Mount Egmont, as it 
was called by Captain Cook in 1770, in honour of the earl of that 
name, is always snow-capped, and bears a strong resemblance to the 
famous volcano of Japan, Fujiyama. 

The South Island is nearer to the South Pole than the North, 
and is naturally colder. A chain of very high mountains runs from 
one end of the island to the other, forming a snow-covered barrier 
between the people on the west coast and those on the plains of the 
east. This range was pierced in 1923 by the Otira Tunnel, over five 
miles in length. The line ascends to 2,435 feet above sea-level 
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and communicates between the east and west coasts of the island. 

Many of the peaks in this range, called the Southern Alps, are 
higher than the Pyrenees ; the highest of all is Mount Cook, or, as the 
Maoris call it, Ao-rangi (‘‘ cloud-capped’”’). It is 12,349 feet high. 
As you know, when the winds strike against the sides of high mountains 
and are forced up they lose their moisture. As the prevailing winds 
come from the north-west, there is a very heavy rainfall on the western 
side of the Southern Alps, and dense forests clothe this side of the 
range. On the eastern side there is very much less rain, and con- 
sequently little forest (or “bush,” as the New Zealanders call it). 
On the western side of the Southern Alps are great glaciers, or rivers 
of ice, which move very slowly downwards towards the sea, the 
Tasman glacier, 18 miles long by 14 miles in width, being the most 
notable. 

In the mountain districts of the south are many lakes of great 
beauty, larger than any of.the lochs of Scotland; and where the 
mountains mingle with the sea very remarkable fjords, or sounds, are 
formed. The towering wooded mountains drop straight down into 
the deep blue water; the largest steamers can anchor close under the 
hanging forest. Thus you have in one small country the mountains 
of Switzerland and Japan, the lakes of Scotland, the hot springs of 
Yellowstone Park (America), and the fjords of Norway. 

But there are also many miles of rolling downs. and level pias, 
with fine flocks and herds, orchards, uieadows and rich grain-lands. 
When the Maoris first came in sight of New Zealand centuries ago and 
= this beautiful land stretching away on both sides in the soft haze 
“of the bright sunshine, they called,it Ao-tea-roa, which means “ The 
Long White Cloud.”’ 

Lying so far from the centres of population, New Zealand seems 
to have been almost the last place to which men found their way. 
The Maori race occupied most of the islands of the wide Pacific before 
they came to New Zealand. They were very clever sailors, and when 
there was a bad quarrel in “ Hawaiki”’ one party sailed away in their 
canoes to look for a new home. They knew in which direction to go, 
for they had seen the currents of the sea cast up branches of strange 
trees which had drifted from New Zealand. Eventually, they found 
this beautiful group of islands, with its fine climate and giant forests, 
but with no animals and no inhabitants. So they hauled their canoes 


ashore and settled down in their new home. This was about the time 
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when William the Conqueror came over and took possession of England. 
For 600 years the Maoris lived their own life, increased in numbers, 
and saw no strange people at all. It was not until the time of Charles I. 
that a Dutch navigator, named Tasman, discovered New Zealand. 
He knew that the world was round, and he believed that if he sailed 
eastward from Java he would reach Staten Island, near South America. 
When he found New Zealand he thought it was Staten Island, and 
gave it that name, though he had actually another 5,000 miles to go. 


, ROTORUA. 


A POOL OF BOILING PETROLEUM 


A little more than a hundred years later the greatest of English navi- 
gators, Captain Cook, re-discovered New Zealand, and this led to a 
gradual migration of people from Great Britain. 

Following the example of the Maoris, the white people settled 
chiefly in the northern part of New Zealand, because the climate 
there is warmer, and they were able to live in greater comfort and to 
grow crops quite easily. But they soon found that the whole of New 
Zealand was warmer than England. About the time Queen Victoria 
‘came to the throne, English pioneers formed little “colonies” all 
over the country. They came chiefly from the west of England, from 


Scotland and from Ireland ; and they went out to New Zealand in 
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WAIRUA FALLS, NORTH AUCKLAND. 
The Kauri pine logs are being floated down from the bush to the sawmill. 


sailing-ships, which generally took six months to get there. They 
carried with them sheep, cows, horses, dogs, English flowers, vegetables, 
and trees ; and some of them took houses all ready to put together. 
But they soon found that the home-built houses were unnecessary, 
for they could get splendid timber from the huge New Zealand forest 
trees. Some of these trees were 800 years of age, and the fine wood 
was cut up and much of it sent back to England. Of course, the forest 
had to be cut down before the settlers could sow grass and grain with 
which to feed their sheep and horses and to make flour. The pioneers 
had to work very hard for some years, making homes and farms like 
those in England, and in many cases they also had long wars with the. 
Maoris, who objected to white people occupying their land. : 
But by and by the wars were all over, and the people were able 
to make railways and build fine towns in which to live, so that New 
Zealand began gradually to be more and more like England. The flocks 
of sheep and herds of cattle increased rapidly, and when the people dis- 
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covered that by a process of freezing they could send butter and cheese 
and meat all the 13,000 miles to England, they soon became wealthy 
by selling these products to British merchants, while every year great 
quantities of wool are also sent to England to be made into yarns and 
cloth in the factories of Yorkshire. New Zealand possesses aS many 
sheep as Great Britain; but it may surprise you to know that her 
population is not quite a million and a half. New Zealand has great 
mineral wealth, coal-mining being one of her chief industries; she 
also produces quantities of gold and iron. 

There are many pleasant country towns, but only four towns in 
New Zealand have grown at all large. The largest is Auckland, which 
is situated on a beautiful harbour. Here the Prince of Wales landed 
on his memorable visit to the Dominion in April, 1920. Wellington, 
at the bottom of the North Island, is the capital. Christchurch, on 
the east coast of the South Island, is the most English of all the towns, 
and is named after Christchurch in Hampshire. Dunedin is the capital 
of the Scotch province of Otago, and reminds one of Edinburgh, the 
ancient name of which it has taken. 
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The New Zealanders have very fine schools and a university. 
Their life is very much like life in England, except that, the climate 
being warmer, more time is spent in the open air. The majority of 
the people live in the country, and most boys and girls learn to ride. 

The games of New Zealanders are much the same as those of 
England. Cricket is popular, especially at the large boys’ colleges, but 
not quite so popular as in Australia. But the universal game in New 
Zealand is Rugby football. It is played by almost every boy in the 
country, and in the season 1924-25 New Zealand sent an all-conquering 
team to England which won fame as the “ All Blacks,” not because there 
were a few Maoris among them, but because they wore a black uniform. 

There is a good deal of bathing on the fine sandy beaches ; with 
boating and yachting on the rivers, lakes and sea. Sportsmen find 
plenty of game (pigeons, pheasants, deer, rabbits, and wild pigs), and 
for anglers there are splendid trout and salmon in both rivers and 
lakes. In some districts the Maoris catch trout in a stream of cold 
water and cook them in a stream of boiling water only a few feet away, 
so close to the hot-springs do the cold streams run. 

Another sport which has steadily become more and more popular 
is mountaineering. The Southern Alps and the great mountains of 
the North Island afford adventure for the most daring climbers. 

Christmas in New Zealand falls in the middle of the summer 
holidays, and it is more often spent in the country or at the seaside 
than inside with the festivities which are traditional in England. 


G. H. SCHOLEFIELD. 
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HE Maoris of New Zealand (whose name you should pronounce 

almost as if it were spelt Mow-ree) are one of the most inter- 

esting native races in the world. They are almost the only native 

race that has survived wars with Europeans and shows signs of living 
as equals with them. 

Before they came to New Zealand, the Polynesians (of whom the 
Maoris are a branch) were great navigators. They traversed the 
whole of the vast Pacific Ocean, passing from island to island in their 
great double canoes, steering partly by the stars at night and partly 
by means of rough charts formed of twigs. To Tahiti in the east 
they went, and to Hawaii in the north, and finally they penetrated 
to the remotest corner of the Pacific, New Zealand. They had no 
writing ; and we only know from their legendary stories, handed down 
from generation to generation, that they must have reached New 
Zealand about the time William the Conqueror reached England. 
Each of the canoes landed at a different spot, and its people formed the 
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basis of the separate tribes of New Zealand. Only once or twice did 
they send back to their mythical island of Hawaiki for seed plants 
and sweet potatoes, and then all connexion ceased. The Maoris 
lived all alone in New Zealand, cut off from the whole world, for 
hundreds of years, until Tasman and Captain Cook came. 

The different tribes of Maoris in New Zealand fought each other 
constantly. Their principal weapons were a short club of green- 
stone, or jade (called a mere), and a spear called a taiaha. They had 
no fire-arms: not even bows and arrows; and they did not wear 
armour. But they were very brave, clever and chivalrous. Some- 
times, if their enemy wanted water, they would stop fighting to allow 
him to get some ; and in the wars against the British they occasion- 
ally invited the white men to fire first, just as gentlemen invite a lady 
to take a seat before them. They fortified their villages, or pahs, 
very strongly with palisades. The men, and some of the women, used 
to tattoo their faces with intricate and handsome patterns, which gave 
them a very terrible appearance when they made grimaces and danced 
their haka (war dance) to strike fear into the enemy. Sad to say, 
they were also cannibals. Often, after a successful campaign, they 
would feast on the bodies of their enemies, whose heads they preserved 
as trophies. Though the Maories have long ceased fighting among 
themselves they are still warriors by instinct, and large numbers of 
them fought for the Empire in the Great War. 

Since they have become civilized the Maoris have abandoned 
many of their old customs and ways of living. The picturesque old 
huts made of reeds are rapidly giving place to wooden and brick houses 
of European design. On these huts were seen some of the finest 
specimens of the wood-carving with which the natives decorated not 
only their huts but also their pahs and the prows of their canoes. They 
have to a great extent given up tattooing, but there are still some old 
men whose wrinkled faces bear marks of the practice. Instead of 
the handsome garments of flax fibre and feathers which they used to 
wear, the Maoris are now wearing European clothing of rather gaudy 
colours. _ . 

But many customs they still retain. For example, although they 
have learned from Europeans the practice of shaking hands, they still 
use also the native form of salutation, that is rubbing noses. Though 
most of them are now Christians, they still celebrate funerals with the 


old heathen incantations, dances, and other rites known as the tangi. 
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The war dance they still perform, but only to interest their European 
friends. Much of the native cooking has been abandoned, but on 
great occasions they still cook in large ovens dug in the earth. In 
the thermal springs district, although the Maoris have adopted Euro- 
pean cooking utensils, they still cook their food by placing the kettles 
and saucepans on the boiling water of the natural hot springs, and 
wash their clothes in the clear boiling pools. This saves the trouble 
of making fires and of building fireplaces and chimneys. 

The Maoris are so intelligent that they are able to compete with 
white children in the schools, colleges and universities, and there are 
many Maori lawyers and doctors. New Zealand, like most of the 
British Dominions, has a Parliament of its own; and in this Parlia- 
ment there are SEN four Maori Heels to soso the HUNG 
race. They have ~— 
the _ privilege of 
speaking in their 
own tongue but, as 
they almost all speak 
good English, this 
privilege is rarely 
peed. On one 0c- 
casion, however, 
when a ~“stone- 
walling ’’ debate was 
in progress, a well- 
‘known Maori chief 
spoke in his own 
tongue for twenty- 
four hours, each 
sentence being trans- 
lated by an inter- 
preter. 

Europeans and 
Maoris in New 
Zealand have equal 
rights as_ citizens, 
anal sthey- live 
together on very A MAORI CHIEF. 

He is seen wearing a kiwi-feather cloak, and carrying a taiaha (a 


frie Nh dl y Ter iis. -weapon showing his rank). 
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The Maoris also have their own councils for local government and for 
dealing with their own lands. They are now increasing in numbers, 
but only form about five per cent. of the total population of New 
Zealand. Their worst enemy is idleness. Having land of their own, 
they often do not require to work, and they spend much of their 
time somewhat aimlessly travelling about the country seeing friends 
and attending koreros (discussions) and fangis. Their leaders are 
now trying to teach them agriculture, and numbers of the Maoris 
have proved very successful sheep farmers. 

It is only about eighty years since white people went to live in 
New Zealand at all, and although they are now much more numerous 
than the Maoris there are many parts where you see only Maori 
children. They have brown skins, rolling white eyeballs, and quaint 
manners, and are very pretty. Like street urchins in England, they 
spin “cart wheels”’ on their hands and feet, and they dive into the 
pools of hot water to pick up coins thrown in for them by tourists. 
When Maori children meet they do not say “Good morning,” but 
“Tenakoe,” which means “May the sun shine on you.” 


, é RUBBING NOSES. 
Ithough the Maoris have learnt the European practi i 
/ : ct f sh 
they still retain the old native cost c FEDS mee Aes 
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THE PACIFIC ISLANDS | 
A GARLAND OF FLOWERS 


Nee from Australia, New Zealand, and Papua, there are 
scattered about the Pacific Ocean a vast number of small 
islands which belong to Great Britain. The Pacific Ocean is twice 
as large as the Atlantic. Most of the islands are minutely small, 
generally flat and well-wooded, so that they look like mere garlands 
of flowers thrown on the face of the waters. So small are they that a 
ship keeping a straight course might traverse the whole of the Pacific 
without sighting one; and some of the islands are not visited by a 
single ship in the course of a year. Many of the islands are of coral 
- formation ; that is to say, they have been built up out of the sea by 
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the coral organism. So 
they are very flat and 
low-lying, and are often 
surrounded by reefs which 
make navigation dangerous. 
Towards Australia and New 
Zealand the islands are 
chiefly volcanic, and have 
high mountains, rich land 
and deep harbours. 

Why has Great Britain 
become.the Sovereign of so 
many of these islands? 
Well, there are many 
reasons. Some she took to 
protect the property of 
British settlers; some pro- 
mised to be valuable 
colonies ; some she wanted 
for their harbours, to make 
coaling stations and ports 
of call for ships crossing 
the wide Pacific ; and some, 

ene : ~~ Which are poor and of little 
Photo] (W. A. Mansell & Co. 
A WOMAN OF THE SAVAGE ISLANDS. value, she wanted as, land- 
ing-places for the submarine 
cable from Vancouver, at the extreme west of Canada, to New Zealand 
and Australia. Nearly all these islands are in touch’ with the outer 
world by means of telephone and wireless. 

Most of the islands are within a radius of 2,000 miles of New 
Zealand, and most of them lie within the Tropics. Quite the most 
important group is the Fiji archipelago, 1,200 miles north of New 
Zealand. They are volcanic islands, about 250 in number, very rugged, 
wild and beautiful. The whole area is about equal to that of Wales; 
Though the mountains are very high, there are rivers which are navi- 
gable for a considerable distance, and many good harbours. Con- 
sidering that Fiji is in the Tropics, the climate is very healthy, and 
there are no marsh fevers, Fiji was first offered to Great Britain by 
its chiefs about 1859, and it first seemed important about the time of 
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the American Civil War. Cotton then became very scarce, and Fiji, 
with its rich soil, hot climate and heavy rainfall, seemed capable of 
producing a good deal. For some time cotton was the chief product ; 
but since Fiji became a British colony it has produced chiefly sugar, 
fruit, copra, tobacco, tea, rice and maize for the great Dominions of 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The Fijians are a fine race of men, almost the best of the savage 
Melanesian branch. Tall, well formed and dignified, they are dis- 
tinguished from other Polynesians by their long frizzy hair. In spite 
of civilization, they retain many of their old customs, notable among 
which is the religious ceremony of “‘ fire walking,” that is walking on 
hot stones without injury to the feet. The Fijians, like the Maoris, 
are inclined to live an easy life, and refuse to work at the industries 
on which the Colony thrives. This accounts for the presence of 
60,000 coolies from India in the total population of 158,co0. There 
are 4,000 Europeans living in Fiji. The Fijian native aspires to 
better things than labour. 
The chiefs take a promi- 
nent part in local govern- 
ment, and in the government 
of the Colony, for Fiji is 
the only British Crown 
Colony in the Pacific. It 
is, indeed, quite the most 
important Colony in the 
Pacific Islands, for here 
the Pacific cable lands and 
the mail-boats crossing from 
Australia to America call. 
It was visited by the Prince 
of Wales in April, 1920, 
when on his way to Aus- 
tralia in the battleship 
Renown. 

When the cable was 
first thought of, as long 
ago as 1888, the British | : 
Government took possession pjeic) Bis ees 
_of a number of small atolls, A FIJIAN. 
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TT LPR «oor low-lying coral rings 
: ene 4 with lagoons inside, in case 
any of them should be use- 
ful for a landing station. 
These islands (Christmas, 
Fanning, and Penrhyn) are 
all typical atolls, covered 
with coco-nut palms ; and 
Penrhyn is the only one of 
them which was then in- 
habited. In the end the 
cable station was estab- 
lished at Fanning Island, 
which is just north of the 
Equator, and it was here 
that the German cruisers 
cut the cable in the early 
months of the Great War. 

Perhaps the quaintest 
of all the Pacific islands is 
the Tonga or Friendly 
Islands group, which was 
the last independent king- 
dom left in the Pacific. 
Great Britain long ago con- 

A KANAKA oRATOR, samoa. | ~_—Cluded a treaty of protection 

with King George Tubou, 

who died in 1918, and now the people of Tonga enjoy the benefits 

of British rule. Tonga is partly volcanic and partly coral, and is 

very rich in coco-nuts. The islands have an area of about 385 
square miles and a population of 23,000. 

Nauru, a tiny island in the loneliest part of the Pacific, exports to 
the value of millions of pounds a year the phosphate rock which over- 
lies the coral formation. It is a veritable ‘‘ Treasure Island.” An- 
other very romantic island is Pitcairn. In 1789 the crew of H.M.S. 
Bounty, who had spent too long among the fascinating islands of the 
Pacific, mutinied and cast their commander adrift in a small boat. 
They then married some women belonging to Tahiti and found their 


way to Pitcairn Island, where they lived apart from the world for 
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years. In 1808 they were 
discovered by a British 
man-of-war, and by 1850 
their descendants had be- 
come so numerous that the 
small island was over- 
crowded, and some had to 
be taken away. To-day 
there are about 140 people 
in Pitcaim, and steamers 
now make regular calls. 
Close to New Zealand 
288 ia Beater iat. Ate several groups of islands 
A FIJIAN HOUSE. inhabited by people who 
are closely related to the 
Maoris and speak a tongue only slightly different. The Cook Islands; 
though beautiful, are very small; they are thinly peopled by hand- 
some, mild-mannered and rather lazy natives, who get an easy living 
by growing tropical fruits and collecting pearl shell. A few of them, 
however, are excellent sailors—as all Polynesians once “were—and 
they are much employed in British merchant steamers. Then there 
is Niue, or Savage Island, a name which does not at all describe 
either the island or the people. The Savage Islanders, who number 
about 4,000,aresome x been 
of the most diligent | 
of Polynesians, and \ 
go to other islands | ee WA 
regularly to work as vy XS 


labourers. They are - 
also keen traders,and e477 \.\ NOON 
thewomen plaitstraw 2 /— sh ae 
hats for the markets guts ’ 
of Australasia. 
Many of the 
coral islands of the 
Pacific had valuable 
pearl fisheries, but 


dota Photo] [E. N. A. 
these have been A CATAMARAN, A TYPE OF CRAFT MUCH USED IN THE SOUTH 


worked so recklessly SEAS. 
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by the natives that numbers of the beds are ruined. The New Zealand 
Government, which rules the Cook Islands, is regulating the pearl 
fisheries so as to save the beds. 

Samoa, which has an area of 1,260 square miles and a population 
of about 35,000, consists of a group of fourteen forest-clad islands, 
mostly of volcanic origin, surrounded by coral reefs. It is supposed 
by many authorities to be the “ Hawaiki’’ from which the Maoris 
went to New Zealand. It isa very beautiful place, so restful and health- 
ful that Robert Louis Stevenson, the author of Tveasure Island and 
many other fine stories, when stricken with illness, made his home there 
and remained until his death. The chief products of the islands are 
copra, cocoa, rubber, cardamoms and sugar. 

All the islands of which we have been writing are more or less 
civilized, and all are perfectly safe homes for white people. The 
natives have long since abandoned barbarism and hostility to the 
whites. But there are other islands where the savages give a great 
deal of trouble. These are the Solomons, Santa Cruz, and the New 
Hebrides, all of which are thickly populated by fuzzy-haired Melanesians 
of fine physique and warlike character. In the old days many of these 
islanders were kidnapped by white traders (“ black-birders ’’) and taken 
to work on the plantations of Queensland and elsewhere. Since the 
war Australia has assumed control of the Solomon Islands, where 
seven hundred whites live among the natives, numbering about 150,000, 
either as missionaries or as traders in copra, rubber, pineapples, 
bananas, tortoise-shell and pearls. G. H. SCHOLEFIELD. 


Photo] 7 [eo N. wae 
TOMB OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON, SAMOA, 
On the stone are inscribed the author’s well-known lines : 


Under the wide and starry sky This be the verse 
r 5 ou grave f . 
Le the grave and let me lie, = “Here he lies ric De oneed tat a 
7" did I live and gladly die, Home is the sailor, home from sea, 
nd I laid me down with a will; And the hunter home from the hill,” 
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THE STORY OF SOUTH 


AFRICA 


EARLY EXPLORERS AND THE DARK 
CONTINENT 


reproduced by courtesy of the Government of the Union of South Africa, 


(Photographs in this and following articles 
the Government of Rhodesia, etc.) 


NS have all noticed at the seaside how the ever-moving water 
comes and goes, the tide advancing and retreating, but leaving 


always as it goes a crinkled message on the sands to say that the 


waves are coming back to begin all over again. 
So throughout the ages has it been with the mysterious continent 


of Africa. Century after century the tides of civilized life have ebbed 


and flowed upon its long line of sandy coast, generally with a gentle, 
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murmuring movement, now and then with 
a bold, impetuous dash, striving to win a 
footing and to penetrate farther into the 
interior, gaining ground for a moment, 
only to retreat again and lose the ground 
already won. 

Thirty centuries ago, by command 
of Pharaoh Necho, King of Egypt, a 
a . flotilla of ships manned by Pheenician 
AFRICA 2) a sailors, the most famous seamen of 
; that time, set sail down the Red Sea 
and away southward on a voyage 


British territories in Africa would 


contain the British Isles more than of discovery. After an absence of 


thirty-six times. 


two years the ships came back to 
Egypt past Gibraltar and through the Mediterranean Sea. The 
leader described how they had sailed on and on, following the 
east coast of Africa, and every morning had seen the sun rise on 
their left hand. Great storms were encountered, and for many 
days the wind blew, the rain fell, and no sun was visible. At last 
the tempest ceased, but on the morrow, when the sailors woke, 
behold the sun was rising on their vight hand, and every day it was 
the same, until the vessels arrived at the great pillars of Hercules, 
. which guard the gateway of the Mediterranean Sea, and all on board 
knew that they were near home. The story seemed too strange 
to be true, and the great meaning of the discovery that ships could 
sail right round Africa passed unheeded. 

One of the boldest men of long ago who attempted to learn the 
secrets of Africa was Hanno of Carthage. He fitted out and pro- 
visioned three ships, filled with people anxious to find a new home 
in the sunlit South. On and on they sailed, within sight of land, 
creeping round each cape and headland, and after many weary days 
sighted a majestic mountain rising sheer out of the sea, to which 
they gave the name of the ‘“‘ Chariot of the Gods.” The mountain 
stood at the mouth of a wide river, which flowed through a fair land 
where grew the slender-stemmed palm tree, with its drooping crown 
of plumes. Here Hanno thought was the home of his dreams: he 
gave the word and the ships cast anchor. Sailors and men-at-arms 
and women and children were filled with joy. After so long a time 
cramped up in the narrow ships they longed to move about with 
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freedom, but prudence forbade, and only a small party went ashore 
to see what the land was like and whether it would suit the people 
to settle there. As evening approached they returned, dragging 
what they thought to be strange women they had captured, with 
no clothes on, and their bodies covered with hair; but these strange 
things bit and scratched, and were so strong and dangerous that 
Hanno had to have them killed. On the sailors’ return the skins 
of these creatures were shown to the wondering eyes of the people 
of Carthage. We know now that what Hanno and his folk mistook 


_ Photo} 


ZULUS EATING FROM A MEALIE POT. 


for hairy women were really gorillas—those monstrous apes that are 
found along the west coast of Africa and in the interior. 

And so for hundreds of years one adventurer after another came 
to the shores of Africa, went a short way inland, and then got back 
to his ship and sailed away. } De 

-.. In 1487, hundreds of years afterwards, Bartholomew Dias re- 
discovered South Africa. He was a Portuguese explorer, one of the 
men to whose courage and curiosity the world owes so much. He was 
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the first to start on what 
became the great enterprise 
of that age, namely, the 
discovery of a sea-way to 
India. In his day ships 
were small, steam was, of 
course, not used, and there 
was little guidance for those 
who sailed. Nobody had 
attempted to use the ocean 
for the purpose of travel- 
ling to America, Africa, 

A KAFFIR BREAD TREE. Australia, or Asia. In fact, 

These trees, of which there are several varieties in South = 

Africa, have much starch in their stems, from which a kind nothing was known of 
sta iee: SBoee America or Australia, and 
little of Africa and Asia. The pioneering of Dias changed that. He 
travelled thousands of miles over unknown seas to find out what the 
world was like, and did so with poor supplies of food and water, in a 
ship so small that it would be laughed at to-day if found far from shore. 

South Africa at that time would have gladdened the heart of a 
Robinson Crusoe. The fishing was good, there was honey in the tree 
trunks, wild fruit to be gathered, and abundance of game. The valleys 
and plains were filled with antelope and wildfowl. There were also 
lions, elephants and leopards, little black-faced monkeys, and shaggy 
baboons so wise that when they fed or foraged they placed sentinels 
to give warning of danger, and so brave that if a leopard stalked and 
attacked one of them the others would rush to the rescue. 

There the Bushman had his home—a yellow-skinned, flat-featured 
little fellow. He lived in small clans, and often alone in the wilderness 
with his wife and children, hunting or idling in the sunshine. N obody 
was ever more skilled in the lore of the wilds. He knew all the animals 
and their ways and could track them by signs invisible to other eyes. 
A hoof-print on the trail, the lie of trodden grass, and sounds and 
scents all had a message for him. From them he could tell what 
had passed, how it had gone, and where probably it was to be found. 
His clues would show, maybe, that here an antelope had passed hotly 
pursued in the night by ahyena. There an elephant had meandered, 
browsing and dozing. Or if a leopard had lain in ambush, or playfully 
gambolled with its mate, the Bushman clearly saw all that had hap- 
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pened, and stringing his bow and anointing his arrow-head he would 
make his own plans for the day. Out on the plains, where in the hot 
white sunshine a moving object can be seen miles away and the hunter 
has to be cunning, he would for hours on end skilfully and patiently 
stalk game, scout-like, crawling inch by inch where necessary, till he 
got close enough for a sure shot. Or in the forest, where the wild 
olive and great yellow-woods grew, he would follow his quarry, in 
and out of the shadows and between the tree boles, so noiselessly 
that not a sound was made to alarm even the most timid doe. Then 
an arrow would twang, there would be a startled scurry ahead and 
the thud of a stricken animal falling. And when the venison had been 
brought home to a little yellow wife in a hill-side cave, feasting would 
follow till all lay gorged and asleep under the southern stars. 

Such, for ages, was the only life at the Cape of Good Hope, and so 
it continued for long after Dias passed. But on the surrounding seas 
there were changes. Men from Europe began to voyage long distances, 
for as soon as Dias had found this new route to the East, ships bearing 
the Dutch, Portuguese, English and French flags all sailed in his track, 
laden with cargoes to be exchanged for spices and other good things 
from Asia. And as land birds after a long flight over sea often perch 
on the masts of ships to rest before spreading their wings again for 
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flight, so sailors used to call in for food and fresh water on their outward 
and homeward journeys at Table Bay, a fine harbour nestling under 
the shadow of a huge flat-topped mountain rising abruptly from the 
sea. One great spur of what is to-day known as Table Mountain 
assumes the shape of a lion crouching with its paws doubled under it, 
like a cat asleep. Beyond the lion’s head stands a mighty row of 
twelve colossal cliffs, side by side, called the Twelve Apostles, which, 
as it were, hold hands and stretch southward to the Cape of Good Hope, 
the extreme end of the rocky peninsula, upon which hammer the tre- 
mendous rollers of the South Atlantic. On the other side rises the 
jagged mass of the Devil’s Peak, between which and Table Mountain 
whistles the strong south-east hurricane known as the “ Cape Doctor,” 
because it drives away the microbes of disease and keeps everybody 
in good health. Table Mountain is well named, because not only is 
it even and flat on the summit, but almost always there is to be seen a 
smooth mass of white fleecy clouds which cover the top and roll half- 
way down the steep sides in great folds, just like the cloth sometimes set 
over your dining-room table. | 
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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, CAPE TOWN. 


Curiously enough, the place where the beautiful city of Cape Town 
now stands was first used as a post office—and a very quaint post office 
it was. No buildings, no signs of occupation, only one or two large flat 
stones, with a date and the name of a ship and her commander roughly 
chiselled on the surface. Underneath each stone was hidden a small 
box containing a bundle of letters. The captain and his men on board a 
ship going to India would write their dispatches and letters to friends 
at home and hide them under a post office stone on the shore of Table Bay 
to be picked up by the next vessel which called in homeward bound. 
Similarly the homeward-bound boats left letters to be carried to India. 
The Dutch and English mostly sailed eastwards to the bazaars 
of India, and the crowded river mouths of China. Their way lay past 
the Cape of Good Hope, and increasingly it became the custom to 
anchor there for rest and refreshment. The sailors made friends with 
the Hottentot inhabitants, who, with their herds, had come down from 
Central Africa and had replaced the Bushmen. 
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When the natives saw a ship coming into the harbour they used 
to flock to the shore, carrying on their heads baskets of fruit, grain 
and vegetables, perhaps driving before them a goat or an ox, to be 
bartered for things that the sailors had brought out. 

The sea traffic with India, however, in time became immense, 
especially after it passed into the hands mainly of the English and 
Dutch, and the need for better refreshment facilities on the South 
African coast became pressing. So in 1652 the Dutch sent Jan van 
Riebeeck and a party to cultivate the land and form a settlement, 
and that was the first successful permanent European colony in Africa. 

Houses were built, gardens, orchards and vineyards planted. 
Gradually through the years the settlement grew. More people 
came from the Netherlands and some from France to make 
their homes there. 
The camp became 
a village, then a 
town, and farms and 
country estates were 
established around 
it, and even across 
the mountains and 
far out on the veld. 
The Europeans 
throve and increased 
and spread over the 
country, and Cape 
Town, the original 
settlement, from 
being a lonely little 
outpost of civiliza- 
tion, became the 
populous and cul- 
tured centre of a 
considerable commu- 
nity. More and more 
the great East 
Indiamen brought it’ 
traffic. Ships of all 


NATIVE WOMAN MAKING A BASKET, —__ Nations called, and 
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SOUTH AFRICAN OSTRICHES. 


Ostrich farming is one of the most important industries in South Africa. The feathers are plucked every nine 
months. 


administrators, military officers, merchants, sea captains and sailors 
on their way to and from the East, found the place pleasant and some- 
times came back and made their permanent homes there. 

Thus gradually the place was transformed, and by the end of the 
eighteenth century a great change had taken place. The bays were as 
picturesque as ever and there was still a wild beauty over much of 
the land, but the mountain looked down over a town. 

The Bushmen and Hottentots had gone, the wild animals had 
withdrawn to the interior, in place of the forest and jungle 
there were tree-lined streets, gardens, and old-oak avenues. And 
beaux in cocked hats, silk hose and silver-hilted swords sauntered 
through the sunshine and shadows, or tapped their snuff boxes 
under the old pergolas, or took their wine across the polished 
Batavian teak. 

For one hundred and sixty years the little colony remained under 
Dutch rule. The boundaries of the settlement were pushed out 
a little farther, and the more wealthy people, the Governor, the chief 
officials, the prosperous merchants and farmers, took up estates farther 
from the harbour. ; 

There are still standing picturesque old country mansions, with 
white gabled roofs, built by the early Dutchmen, and the Cape 
Peninsula to-day owes much of its beauty to the artistic zeal of 
Governor -Van der Stel, who made a rule that every landowner 
should plant so many trees on his estate each year, and as a con- 
sequence there is a wealth of forest timber, with avenues of fine oaks 


and lofty firs. 
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The Tugela, one of the most important rivers in Natal, was the scene of much bitter fighting during the South 
African War. 


THE COMING OF THE 
BRITISH 


lie Cape of Good Hope became a British Crown Colony in 1814, 

and was known as Cape Colony. During the years that followed 
there was an influx of British settlers, especially into the eastern part 
of the colony, some hundreds of miles from Cape Town, and into Natal, 
another British Colony even farther away. 

A peep at the country towards 1850 would have shown several 
towns, notably along the coast. There was Cape Town on Table Bay, 
Port Elizabeth on Algoa, and Durban in beautiful tropical surroundings 
at Port Natal. Inland villages and towns had also grown up far from 
the sea; and there were two republics, one in the Orange Free State 
and another in the Transvaal, established by the farmers, or Boers 


as farmers are called in Dutch, who had migrated from Cape Colony. 
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The two inland republics to which reference has been made also 
eventually came under the Union Jack, and there were then four 
colonies in South Africa—the Transvaal, the Orange Free State, Natal, 
and the Cape. In rgro they joined to form one Dominion, known to-day 
as the Union of South Africa. The Dominion extends from the southern 
extremity of the African continent to the Limpopo River and Portu- 
guese West Africa in the north. The protectorates of Basutoland, 
Swaziland and Bechuanaland are, however, not included in the Union 
of South Africa, which has an area of nearly 800,000 square miles, and 
a population of nearly 9,000,000. An interesting unit in the Union 
of South Africa is Delville Wood, in northern France, where are interred 
the bodies of numbers of the South African troops who lost their lives 
during the Great War. The Ey s 
title deeds of this bit of Bo oe 
land are held by the 
Dominion Government. 

All through the nine- 
teenth century there was 
almost continual warfare 
in South Africa. Often it 
was the white races, the 
British or the Dutch, either 
separately or together, who 
fought against the formid- 
able hosts of black-skinned 
African tribes of Zulu 
origin ; sometimes the two 
white races fought each 
other. Happily all these 
differences were settled a 
quarter of a century ago 

now, and to-day the South 
- African natives are a docile 
and industrious people 

who do much of the 

- manual work of the mines, 


i factories, and farms. ZULU WOMEN. 


va ) The dress consists mainly of a blanket, beads, wire bracelets 
| It had taken two and hands round the ankles. At home ’the blanket is usually 


: hundred years for the Euro- dispensed with. 
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pean races to set foot 
on the great inland 
plateau of South 
Africa. The struggle 
with the native 
tribes had been hard 
and unceasing. The 
fight against the 
forces of Nature had 
been equally difficult 
and continuous. The 
first settlers to cross 


tl the towering barrier 
TOWN GARDENS AND POST OFFICE, DURBAN. of the mountains 


came upon what 
seemed a desert land, where no rain fell and where only a stumpy 
salt bush grew in profusion. Africa has been a puzzle and a riddle 
ever since the world began. Except at flood-time, its rivers are 
frequently only sandy hollows without water; almost all its birds 
are without song, and many of its flowers are without scent. The 
white men who first stepped on to the outstretching plains of the 
Karroo were bitterly disappointed. ‘‘ Beyond the mountains,’ they 
said, “is a howling wilderness, fit only for the wandering Kaffir and 
the degenerate Bushman.” These men were wrong. From the 
farms on the Karroo comes the finest wool; sheep in thousands feed 
on the miserable stunted bushes. The dry air of the Karroo gives 
health to those whose lungs are weak. The soil is rich and able to 
grow any sort of crops under irrigation. In every part of the country 
there are farms, orchards, and plantations. There horses, mules, cattle, 
sheep, angora goats, pigs, and ostriches are bred. Peaches, grapes, 
pineapples, apricots and bananas all grow plentifully in the open. 
There are great orchards of apples, pears, plums, and oranges. Some 
_ planters grow sugar, cotton, or tobacco, others produce grain, wine, 
wool, mohair, or ostrich feathers. And great quantities of butter, 
cheese, bacon, eggs and meat are sent to the local markets or shipped. 
Under the Karroo there is thought to be a reservoir of water, and 
the time may come when all this barren land will give forth a bounteous 
harvest. 


An old Roman proverb says, “ Something new is always coming 
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out of Africa.” It is not safe to judge Africa solely by appearances. 
The ostrich, ungainly though he may appear away from his natural 
surroundings, produces magnificent feathers; the most lovely and 
luxuriant tropical plants grow in the most unpromising places; the 
granite soils of Rhodesia, despised by the pioneer farmers, now grow 
the finest tobacco ; untold wealth lay hid under the barren land round 
Kimberley, and mining has become a great industry there. No 
country has produced such wealth of diamonds and gold as South 
Africa, and largely as a result of that the country has developed more 
during the last fifty years than in all the previous years of its history. 

As all know, diamonds are nearly the most costly article of com- 
merce, sO valuable that they are sold by the carat, which is a much 
smaller measurement even than the ounce. Over £250,000,000 worth 
of diamonds have 
been obtained from 
the soil of South 
Africa. 

More valuable 
even than the dia- 
monds is the gold. 
More than half the 
world’s yearly pro- 
duction of gold 
comes from Johan- 
nesburg. It is not 
found in masses or 
even nuggets. <A 
stranger visiting a 
Johannesburg mine 
sees no gold recogniz- 
able as such until he 
goes to the refinery 
where it is smelted. 
In its natural state 
the gold is in minute 
particles embedded 
in rock. The rock 
is mined in some 
places as far down 

W.B.E. 


THE DEVIL’S CHIMNEY, DRAKENSBURG MOUNTAINS. 
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A TRACTOR PLOUGH ON A SOUTH AFRICAN ESTATE. 


as a mile. When it arrives on the surface it is crushed into powder 
as fine as flour. The powder is soaked in a chemical solution called 
cyanide. The solution extracts the gold particles as a sort of slime, 
and only when the slime is refined does the precious metal appear in 
all its splendour. 

In addition to the mines there are factories and mills in South 
Africa where they make machinery, carriages, clothes, jams, soap, 
boots, cheese, furniture, leather, and many other products. 

British South-West Africa is the latest member of the Union of 
South Africa. 

This former German Colony, bounded by Portuguese West Africa 
and Rhodesia, by the Cape Province, and the broad Atlantic, is far 
from being merely a desert, as some suppose. The climate is cool, 
and, as one leaves the coast, sand dunes yield to rocks, and rocks to 
cultivatable land. Water can be obtained by boring. There is cotton 
cultivation in one district, vine culture and silk culture elsewhere. 
Tobacco is grown, and agriculture, gardening and forestry all offer 
good prospects. The colony has over 400,000 head of cattle, nearly 
3,000,000 head of small stock such as sheep and goats, and many 
horses, mules, asses, pigs, and camels. The vegetation is said to 
possess ‘‘ unusual nourishing qualities,” so that even after a ten months’ 
drought beasts are in good condition. 

Then, again, the colony has valuable minerals : copper, diamonds, 


and tin. There are also sulphur, marble, and huge deposits of iron, 
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In 1908 a Cape boy at work on the line near Kolmanskop discovered 
diamonds, which German experts had failed to find. At the present 
time diamonds are found in the sands and gravels on the coast, and 
there is said to be a very great prospect in the diamond trade. 

In all there are nearly 1,700 miles of railway and 3,000 miles of 
telegraph, and all important places are linked up, there being railway 
communication from the Cape to Walfish Bay, the chief port in the 
territory. 

The native tribes com- 
prise Bushmen, Hottentots, 
Bergdamaras, Hereros, 
Ovambos, and others. 

South-West Africa bids 
fair to prove a worthy 
member of the flourishing 
Union of South Africa. 

If then we take a final 
peep at South Africa, this 
is what wesee. Cape Town, 
the original settlement, is a 
large up-to-date and 
flourishing city, one of the 
most beautifulin the south- 
ern hemisphere. Continu- 
ously for twenty miles on 
either sideofitthereareman- 
sions, villas and cottages, in 
a bright sunny setting of 
gardens, pine-woods, oak 
avenues, vineyards, and 
noble mountains. Where the 

| old sea-rovers used to land 
| for meat and water, is now 
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— a busy port. The pleasant 
; beaches along the pic- 
; turesque bays are thronged 
} with holiday-makers, and 


the blue waters are gay with 


surf-boards and bathers. A ZULU WARRIOR, 
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ZULU WARRIORS OUTSIDE THEIR KRAAL, 


There are many other attractive resorts, as at Mossel Bay, Port 
Elizabeth, East London, and St. John’s, that become less mountainous 
and more vivid the farther one goes along the coast, until around the fine 
city of Durban there are palms, many small rivers, interesting lagoons, 
strips of jungle, and all the bright winsomeness of the sub-tropics. 

Inland the country rises and one comes to the great plateaux. 
In places there are mountain ranges and forests, then the vast stretches 
of veld, not closely settled like the country-side of England, but in 
places with long distances between the towns and villages, and clusters 
of farms or single estates here and there at intervals. Inland the 
country is as varied, as picturesque, and in its different way as interest- 
ing as along the coast. Many of even the smaller towns are up-to-date 
and very pleasant to live in, and the larger ones, like Johannesburg 
and Pretoria, are important not only for their production and wealth, 

but picturesque and in places even beautiful residentially. 
» There is plenty of sport—fishing, boating and mountaineering, 


according to locality, golf, tennis, motoring, and some shooting nearly 
everywhere. And over all is the heartening, generous South African 
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sunshine, and winter and summer a climate in which it is a delight to 
be in the open. 

South Africa is well served by modernly appointed railways, and 
those places which are some distance from the railway have generally 
a good service of motor-cars or charabancs, so that it is, generally 
speaking, as easy and comfortable to get from one part of the country 
to another as it is to travel in England. In the season touring trains 
at cheap fares are run to all parts of South Africa. 

An excellent holiday trip is to the Northern Transvaal. Sleeping- 
coaches and a restaurant-car are attached to the touring train. Then 
off the tourists go for a jaunt of ten days or so, away from the cities, 
to the plantations, forests and fragrant orange-groves of what is known 
as the Low Veld, a well-wooded picturesque country-side of tremendous 
landscapes—hill-side, valley, and river. There in some localities the 
hippopotamus still lives, and sometimes is seen by the tourists dis- 
porting in a stream or wandering along its banks. In places the train 
passes through a great game reserve where all sorts of wild animals 
still wander as Nature intended they should. Nobody is allowed to 
shoot there. The animals seem to know that and are not unduly 
timid. Often from the train one sees whole herds of them—zebras, 
perhaps buffalo or a rhinoceros, more rarely a giraffe. There are 
invariably plenty of those most graceful denizens of the wilds—antelopes 
and gazelles of every sort ; occasionally a troop of monkeys. Wildfowl, 
duck, geese, francolin, quail and guinea-fowl are found in abundance. 

South Africa is, indeed, the land of outdoor life. 


A NATIVE WITCH-DOCTOR. 
The natives are still very superstitious and much under the power of the witch-doctor. 
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NE day a traveller was making a journey through the western 
district. He was mounted on a hardy little pony that had 

been bred among the hills of Basutoland, where live a vigorous race 
of natives who have often fought against the Dutch and English. 
The Basutos still retain their independence and their mountains. 
They are more enlightened than other tribes. Speaking generally, 
the native women till the fields, grind the corn, make snuff and brew 
beer, as well as attend to their homes and their children. The men 
help the women at seed-time and harvest. They also build the huts, 
tend the ponies, make baskets of palm leaves and green, pliant withes ; 
but on the whole they lead a lazy life, basking in the sun, taking 
snuff constantly, and talking over tribal business in the meeting- 
places. Our traveller's baggage was far behind, being carried on 
a wagon drawn by sixteen oxen, yoked two and two on a long chain 
of steel. A loaded ox-wagon goes very slowly, only two miles an 
hour. The driver knows each ox by name and urges them on with 
loud cries, cracking his long whip. Where the motors have not 
superseded the older forms of transit the Road Express in South 
Africa is a light cart drawn by eight mules. The traveller rode 
forward alone until he came to a wayside farm, where he dismounted 
and was offered refreshment. As he waited for his baggage to 


come up, and his meal to be prepared, he noticed the farmer’s 
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baby, a little mite of a girl, playing near the door with a large 
white pebble that shone and sparkled in the sunlight. Being fond 
of children, he joined in the game, stooping to pick up the pebble 
that had fallen from the baby fingers. Then he saw that this was 
no ordinary stone, but a diamond of great price, and he heard from 
the farmer that in the yard was a Bushman herd boy who kept another, 
larger, pebble in a little bag slung round his neck. The traveller 
bought both pebbles, paying for them a price that made the farmer 
stare and the Bushman rich for life. The Bushman’s pebble became 
known later as the “Star of Africa,’ and was sold for thousands 
of pounds. 

The news that diamonds had been discovered attracted all sorts 
of eager people, who hurried to the spot, marked out claims and 
began first to dig the river-bed for more of these precious stones. 
Later on, the diamonds were found within a large circle of ground 
like a great pipe thrust through the earth, and the diggers dug deeper 
and deeper, shovelling and sifting the yellow soil, until the Kimberley 
Mine became a great round hole, at the bottom of which the busy 
natives seemed like ants for multitude. Underneath the loose yellow 
surface soil the diggers came on a deposit of blue ground so hard 
that it had to be broken up with dynamite. Many people, thinking 
that the diamonds had come to an end, sold out and left the country. 
Those who remained and kept their claims became very wealthy, 
because the blue ground also was found to contain diamonds. It 
was afterwards discovered, too, that the hard blue ground, if spread 
out and exposed to the air, soon crumbles, and then the precious 
stones are easily extracted. ° 

The town of Kimberley sprang up, full of miners and of dealers 
ready to buy and to sell diamonds, and this led to much stealing and 
other evil ways. The natives soon learned the value of the diamonds, 
and when their white master was not looking would pick them out 
of the sieve and hide them about their persons, selling them when 
they went home after the day’s work. They wore no clothes and 
had no pockets, but that made no difference. Some swallowed the 
diamonds or concealed them in their woolly hair; some stuck them 
in their ears or gripped them between their toes. So a law had to 
be passed to prevent illicit diamond-buying, and now the crime of 
“TD.B.” is very heavily punished. 

Two men stood out prominently among their fellows in the early 
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days of the diamond fields 
at Kimberley. One was 
Cecil Rhodes, about whose 
dreams of British dominion 
in Africa you will read in 
another article; the other 
was a clever little Jew 
called “ Barny’”’ Barnato. 
Both these men amassed 
huge fortunes, and took 
control of the diamond in- 
dustry, which became one 
big company under the 
name of De Beers. 
. South Africa had yet 
y = another surprise in store, 
x the finding of the main 
gold reef at Johannesburg. 
Photo} [Underwood & Und:rwosa. Another and a larger rush 
SORTING ROUGH DIAMONDS. of people from the ends of 
the earth took place. To 
extract gold from quartz rock, the whole mass is brought to the battery 
and pounded into very fine powder by huge stamps, like the pestle and 
mortar in which the chemist mixes your medicines, only on a very 
big scale. This fine dust is sluiced over copper plates on which quick- 
silver has been spread. The greater part of the pounded rock runs 
over the plates and is thrown away, forming the great “ dumps” 
one sees round the mines. The particles of gold are, however, caught 
by the quicksilver, forming what is called “amalgam.” This is 
scraped off the copper plates once a month as a rule. The amalgam 
is subjected to chemical treatment whereby the quicksilver is separ- 
ated from the gold, and the gold is then melted into ingots, which 
are sent to all parts of the world, although the greater part comes 
to London. 

To-day Johannesburg is the greatest gold-producing centre in 
the world, turning out between three and four million pounds’ worth 
every month. The gold is found in practically one continuous reef, 
which extends for a distance of between thirty and forty miles, 
the whole length of which is studded at short intervals with busy 
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works, employing hundreds of thousands of men, most of whom are 
natives. 

The Transvaal Republic, from being a bankrupt state, was trans- 
formed by magic into one of the richest countries in the world. The 
Boer President, Paul Kruger, looked with suspicion upon this invasion 
of his country. His ideals were the opposite of those of Cecil Rhodes, 
who had now become Premier of Cape Colony, and henceforth it 
became a duel between the two for supremacy. The Boer President 
put heavy taxes on the gold miners of Johannesburg, whom he called 
“ Uitlanders,” or foreigners, and would give them no share in the 
government of the country, which they to a large extent supported 
with their money and industry. Cecil Rhodes stood for liberty under 
the British flag, and for equal rights for all civilized persons. But, 
as many another great man before him, he did not live to see the 
full success of his policy. The result was decided in the great Boer 
War, which lasted three years, from 1899 to 1901, and ended in the 
annexation of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State to the British 
Empire. But a wise and benevolent statesmanship did not treat 
the Boers as a subject people; rather, it built them into the fabric 
of the British nation. Both the Transvaal and the Orange River 
Colony are now parts of the Union of South Africa, which, as a united 
whole, showed such loyal devotion to the cause of freedom during 
the Great War and whose armies, fighting for the Empire, wrested 
from the enemy first German South-West Africa and afterwards 


German East Africa. 
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THE SORTING HOUSE IN A JOHANNESBURG GOLD MINE, 
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THE GRAVE OF CECIL RHODES ON THE MATOPPOS MOUNTAINS. 


The great founder of Rhodesia called this lonely granite kopje ‘‘ The View of the World.’’ He was buried 
here in accordance with his wish. The remains of his friend and helper, Sir Starr Jameson, were in 1920 removed 
from England and buried in an adjoining grave. 


. A BUILDER OF EMPIRE 


CECIL RHODES AND THE 
TERRITORY OF RHODESIA 


A Rex formidable hosts of Zulu origin referred to in the article on 
“The Coming of the British’ did not long remain united. 
A part called the Matabele, being discontented with the tyranny 
of their chief, migrated from Zululand and set out to conquer for - 
themselves another land. They preserved their military traditions 
and character, and won by fire and spear, murder and pillage, a vast 
territory in the north, which to-day forms part of the country of 
Rhodesia. This huge territory, which is seven times as large as 
England and Wales, extends from the northern boundary of the Trans- 
vaal northward to the borders of the Tanganyika Territory and the 
Congo State. It is a well-watered tableland, between 3,000 and 
5,000 feet above sea-level, and divided by the Zambesi River into two 


self-governing British colonies. 
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In the great region we now call Rhodesia the Matabele fighting 
men settled on the fertile highlands of the interior, striking terror 
into the hearts of the peaceful pastoral races who herded cattle and 
grew large crops of Kaffir corn, millet, and sweet potatoes in the 
well-watered valleys of Mashonaland. They made raids on native 
villages, carried off women as wives, and made slaves of the children, 
driving away all the sheep, goats and cattle they could find for the 
benefit of their king, Lobengula, who, surrounded by witch-doctors, 
held ruthless sway at a place called Bulawayo, aptly named the “‘ Scene 
of Execution.” Beneath the shade of a huge tree, the king and his 
advisers were wont to hold an “ indaba,” which means to assemble 
in council. Warriors who returned from a raid without plunder 
were summarily exe- 
cuted. The watch- 
word of the Matabele 
army was “ Conquer 
or die,” the penalty 
of failure being 
death. Moreover, 
any man or woman 
who incurred the 
jealousy or hatred 
of Lobengula was 
“smelt out” by 
the witch - doctors 
and shared the same 
fate as unsuccessful 
soldiers. When Cecil 
Rhodes, having 
made a treaty with 
Lobengula, sent his 
pioneers to occupy 
Mashonaland and to 
search for gold 
mines, the young 
bloods among 
Lobengula’s soldiers 
complained of the 

coming of the white 


ONE OF THE CONICAL TOWERS IN THE ZIMBABWE RUINS, 
RHODESIA. 
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men, who, they said, 
interfered with their 
time-honoured privi- 
lege of plunder, and, 
although Lobengula 
tried to restrain 
them, they deter- 
mined, in spite of 
all protest, to go on 
raiding as their 
fathers and grand- 
fathers had done 
before them. One 
day an 7m/fz1, or regi- 
ment, dashed into a 


NATIVE WOMEN WEARING SKINS THAT HAVE BEEN STAMPED it] 
rnb ance British camp and 


eee 


began killing the 
Mashonas who had been hired as servants by the white men. It 
was full time to put an end to this Matabele reign of terror, and so 
the British settlers, led by Dr. Jameson, a personal friend of 
Cecil Rhodes, rapidly assembled and then attacked and defeated 
the forces of Lobengula in two severe battles. A few years later the 
fine city of Bulawayo arose, as if by magic, almost on the very site of 
Lobengula’s ‘‘ Scene of Execution.” The fatal “indaba ” tree now 
stands within the grounds of Government House. 

Cecil Rhodes had a great love for the country that was called 
Matoppos Mountains and, when he came to die, he was buried in 
accordance with his wish on the summit of a lonely granite kopje, 
which he called “‘ The View of the World.” 

The personality of Cecil Rhodes will dominate South African 
history for alltime. Hecame to South Africa a fragile, delicate youth ; 
his brief life was spent in service to South Africa, and through South 
Africa to the British race. At Kimberley he made an immense fortune. 
Under his will almost all this vast wealth was devoted to the public 
good of South Africa and the British Empire. He set apart his 
beautiful home of Groote Schuur, nestling under the pine-covered 
slopes of Table Mountain, to be the residence of the Premier of a 
United South Africa, while the park and spacious gardens were to 
be the free playground of the people of Cape Town. Scholarships 
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were endowed to allow young men from every province of the British 
Empire to share in the advantages of education at the University 
of Oxford. Rhodes, the man, is dead, but his spirit, the spirit of 
the dreamer of dreams, broods over South Africa, and the power of 
his genius and of his great example lives and works throughout the 
world. A grand monument has been erected to his memory on the 
slopes of Table Mountain, in front of which stands a mounted figure 
representing “ Physical Energy,” designed by the famous painter 
G. F. Watts. 

Cecil Rhodes believed that the British people make the best police- 
men in the world. The British policeman says nothing, but merely 
holds out his arm; the motor-car of the Cabinet minister obeys his 
silent signal of authority no less than the donkey barrow of the coster. 
He does not look for trouble or make trouble, but whenever trouble 
arises there he is at hand to give effective help. In the solitudes 
of the veld, or amid the hurly-burly of the Kimberley mine, squat- 
ting on an upturned bucket, with a keen eye on the natives sifting 
the yellow ground for diamonds, Rhodes had dreamed of policing 
Africa from Cape Town to Cairo by means of a railway under British 
control, which would spread British trade and British ideas of liberty 
and fair play from end to end of the Dark Continent. The natives 
would realize that so long as they behaved themselves properly they 
would be free to live their own lives in their own way. So soon as 
they should begin to steal or to make raids upon their weaker neigh- 
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bours, the British policemen would be on the spot to restore order 
and inflict punishment. 

So beneficial has the British rule been to the blacks that the 
native population has nearly doubled within the last 20 or 30 years. 
Their conditions of life have improved beyond expectation ; no longer 
do the zmpis of the Matabele make predatory raids upon their neigh- 
bours ; the horrors of witchcraft are dying out, and the once tur- 
bulent natives in increasing numbers are becoming peaceful tillers 
of the soil. 

The construction of vast lengths of railway line has opened up 
the farm-lands of Rhodesia, so that maize, tobacco, wheat, ground- 
nuts, rubber, beans, and many other crops are being raised in ever- 
increasing quantities. Great orchards of fruit thrive under a favourable 
climate, the cultivation of oranges and lemons being a prosperous 
and growing industry. 

The raising of crops is by no means the only feature of Rhodesia’s 
farming resources. On her fertile plains are fattened large herds of 
cattle and flocks of sheep. 

We talk and sing of the “roast beef of old England,” but as a 
matter of fact most of the beef we eat in our great cities has been 
carried in ships from countries far across the seas. The United States 
used to supply all the extra beef Great Britain required, but now there 
are So many Americans to feed that no beef is left over, and our hungry 
eyes turn to Africa, especially towards the cattle being bred on the 
rolling plains of Rhodesia. 

In addition to the agricultural resources, Rhodesia possesses 
vast mineral wealth in the form of rich gold reefs and other minerals, 
as silver, copper, zinc, lead, and coal. 

Vast tracts of land are, of course, still, uncultivated and covered 
with scrub or “‘bush”’ ; here roam the many species of game in large 
quantities, and afford wonderful sport to the big-game hunter and 
the naturalist with a camera. : 

The most remarkable feature of Rhodesia, and the most famous, 
are the Victoria Falls, which were discovered in 1855 by David Living- 
stone, the doctor, missionary and explorer who spent his life in trying 
to do away with that “ open sore of the world,” the slave trade, and 
in finding the sources of the Nile. On the first of his wonderful journeys 
through Central Africa he came to the Victoria Falls, on the river 


Zambesi, of the majesty of which our coloured plate facing page 176 
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gives a good idea. The whole river, from bank to bank, a distance 
of about a mile and a third, plunges headlong, with terrific noise, 
into a deep chasm, from which it issues through a narrow opening, 
called the “ Boiling Pot,’’ in a foaming, boiling torrent, which surges 
down a huge gorge in the rocks, extending for forty miles. Here 
and there rise from the falls tall columns of spray, so like the smoke 
of great fires that the native name of the falls is ‘‘ The smoke which 
sounds.” Through the spray at midday, when the sun is shining, 
or at full moon, appear huge rainbow arches, spanning the mighty 
chasm with bridges of brilliant colours. 

Among all the great British empire-builders Cecil Rhodes is in 
many ways unique, not only in adding an unusually large province 
to our commonwealth of nations but in the spirit of patriotism in 
which he did it, @ spirit that went beyond the acquisition of terri- 
tory, being inspired not merely by a sense of national duty but by 
a very real and personal love for the land and the peoples he wished 
so ardently to benefit. 


A KAFFIR DOCTOR. 


i i th Africa. 
Native doctors are very numerous among the native races of Sou 
mainly of herbs and Baty with horrifying specimens of such things as snakes’ 


Their stock-in-trade consists 
heads, crocodile skins, teeth 


follow a regular round of certain districts, and are frequently to be seen 


ee corn y of natives seeking some time-honoured remedy. 


squatting at some convenient corner, surrounded by a medle 
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A GALA PERFORMANCE GIVEN IN THE TANGANYIKA TERRITORY BY A NATIVE KING IN 
HONOUR OF A DISTINGUISHED EUROPEAN VISITOR. 
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THE COUNTRIES OF LIVINGSTONE AND 
ps TANLEX 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY 


ies from the Cape of Good Hope, eastwards along the Indian ' 
Ocean till Durban and then the Portuguese possessions are 

passed, one comes to another very interesting African area also under 

the Union Jack. Especially along the coast it isa romantic-looking 

land, peaceful and most picturesque, but once the centre of a terrible 

slave traffic. We refer to the Tanganyika Territory, with an area of 

some 365,000 square miles and a native population of over 4,000,000. 

This is where David Livingstone, the great missionary and explorer, 

did much of his best work. =f a 


Along that part of the African coast the towns are not of European 
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origin as in the Union of 
South Africa, but were 
founded by Arabs or other 
Asiatic races. Theirarchi- 
tecture, such as it is, 1s 
distinctive and quaint. 
They are in surroundings 
often of great tropic charm. 
The eastern palms, coral 
beaches, intensely blue sky 
and brilliant sunshine make 
a very vivid picture. Most 
of those towns have musical 


| rae eae oe names—as Kilwa, Baga- 
Photo} e.w.4..-moyo, Zanzibar, Dar-es- 
A NATIVE GIRL OF TANGANYIKA MAKING HER LION- Salaam—the 6 ‘e ate of 


CUB PET BEG FOR HIS BREAKFAST. 
Peace’’—and some of them 


are very old. At Kilwa, for instance, palaces and mosques had been 
built by Persian princes before William the Conqueror came to 
England. For through the centuries away back to antiquity the 
Egyptians, perhaps the Phoenicians, and later the Persians, Arabs 
and Indians, came across the ocean all the way from their native 
countries to that part of East Africa for gold, ivory, ostrich feathers 
and slaves. 

To-day there is much squalor in the native section of such of 
those old East African 
towns as remain. The 
dwellings and shops are 
huddled together, in streets 
so narrow that carts pass 
with difficulty, and so con- 
fused in windings that no 
stranger can find his way. 
Toy streets they are, but a 
considerable traffic passes 
down them on small 
wagons, generally drawn 
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steamy heat, and 
much chanting of 
old folk-songs. 

The list of pro- 
ducts of this country 
illustrates its wealth. 
There are acacias, 
cotton trees, syca- 
mores, banyan trees, 
etc. Near the coast 
are grown COoco- 
palms, coffee, vanilla, 


F Photo} [E.N. A. 
THE KING OF THE RUANDA CLOSING A ‘ PALAVER.”’ tobacco, caoutchouc, 


cacao, sugar, tea, 
cotton, cardamom, cinchona, and various fibre plants. The colony 
has many cattle, sheep, and goats. Precious stones are found, such 
as agates, topaz, moonstone, tourmaline, quartz, and garnets. The 
mineral resources, which are considerable, include coal, iron, lead, 
copper, mica, and salt. 

The story of the capture of Tanganyika Territory from the Ger- 
mans is told in General Smuts’ dispatches. The Germans had some 
16,000 men, of whom 2,000 were white, with sixty guns and eighty 
machine-guns. Under General Smuts were a mixture of men from 
all over our Empire, including Indian troops, Punjabis, Rajputs, 
and Baluchis. After great preliminary difficulties, on March 13, 
1916, a general advance began, but the country was not conquered 
until 1918, and at the Peace Conference the Tanganyika Territory 
was assigned by mandate to Great Britain. 


NYASALAND 


Nyasaland is Livingstone’s special country. Blantyre, the 
principal town, is named after his birthplace in Scotland. It is con- 
nected with Port Herald, the nearest port to the coast, by railway, 
and steamers ply on Lake Nyasa and on the Zambesi and Shiré 
rivers. 

The protectorate lies along the western and southern shores of 
Lake Nyasa, and stretches southward on either bank of the river Shiré. 
The population is a little over 14 millions and the area about 39,000 


square miles. 
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In Nyasaland are plantations of coffee, tobacco and cotton, and 
numbers of cattle, sheep, and goats are raised. In the Protectorate 
there are now between three and four thousand miles of roads, though 
many of them are merely what are known as “ carrier roads.” The 
white men are carried about in machillas, or hammocks, slung on 
a bamboo pole, a method of travelling copied from the Portuguese. 
It looks lazy, but is comfortable and rapid. 

Machilla-carrying is a profession. The carriers wear uniform 
and take a personal pride in the smartness and speed of the team to 
which they belong. A good team of machilla “boys” can cover 
thirty miles in a day. The machilla never stops. Relays run along- 
side, and when one “boy” is tired another darts in to take his 
place. Two smart taps is the signal for the pole to be raised and 
shifted from shoulder to shoulder. As they shuffle along, all out of 
step, their heads swaying from side to side, they shout and say what 
fine strong fellows they are, never forgetting to sing the praises of 
the white man inside, in view of the possibility of a handsome tip at 
the end of the journey. 


A BABOON, TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 
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KENYA AND UGANDA 


KENYA 


ENYA, which became a Crown Colony in 1920, extends from 
the Indian Ocean to Uganda. It has an area of 200,000 
square miles and a population of about 24 millions The colony bears 
traces of its history in the name of Mombasa, its largest town, and 
an old settlement of the Portuguese that dates back to the days of 
the old route to India by the Cape of Good Hope. 

Owing to the configuration of the ground the crops are varied 
in character: in the highlands are grown wheat, barley, bananas, 
flax, coffee; and the mountain forests contain cedar, camphor and 
olive trees. Live stock thrives well in the highlands of the interior. 
In the low-lying districts along the coast, where the rainfall is sufficient 
are found such crops as rice, coco-nuts, cotton, sugar, and ground-nuts. 
Mangrove, rubber, ebony and copal trees also grow near the coast. 

In Kenya is the highest railway in the Empire. The line, which 
runs from Mombasa, on the coast, via Nairobi to Eldovet, reaches a 
height of 10,000 feet above sea-level. This railway links Kenya 
with Uganda, and serves the rich cotton-fields north of Lake Vic- 
toria Nyanza. e 


“ Although the towns on the coast are somewhat Eastern in character, 


Nairobi, the capital, is quite an English outpost in Africa, and though 
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Portuguese, Dutch, Indians, and of course natives, all help towards 
the prosperity of the country, it is due to British capital that the 
roads and railways have been built to open up the trade of the colony. 


UGANDA 


The huge British Protectorate of Uganda has an interesting 
story. Up to 1862 no European had ever reached it, and a native 
dynasty ruled absolutely without contact with the outside world. 
Thousands of years ago the country had been invaded from the north 
by some people akin to the ancient Egyptians, and on the remnants 
of their civilization had grown up a Negro Empire. Till the middle 
of last century, when a runaway Arab soldier brought the news that 
white men existed, no soul in Uganda had ever dreamed of any race 
outside their own ! 

Zanzibar was the depot from which many of the famous explorers 
started on their expeditions into Central Africa. On one of his 
journeys Stanley arrived at the territory of Uganda, which lies on the 
north shore of Lake Victoria Nyanza, and found there a superior 
race of natives, much more like civilized people than are the ordinary 
negroes. Their houses were better built, they wore better clothes, 
they were more cleanly and orderly in their habits, and altogether 
were more intelligent. Stanley believed that if these people could 
be properly taught they would develop into a fine nation, so he wrote 
a letter advising that missionaries should be sent from London to 
convert the people of Uganda to Christianity and train them to be 
good and useful citizens. Stanley asked an officer who was going 


overland from 
Uganda down the 
Nile Valley to post 
his letter in Cairo. 
The officer was killed 
on the way by 
natives, but some 
time afterwards his 
body was recovered 
and Stanley’s letter 
was found concealed 
in one of his boots. 
The missionaries saw 


THE UGANDA MAIL AT LUMBROA STATION. 
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in the preservation of this letter a divine call to bring Christianity to 
the people of Uganda. The conversion was not accomplished without 
bloodshed. Bishop Hannington and several noble priests were mut- 
dered, but the missionaries persevered. The British Government 
afterwards built a railway from Mombasa, and to-day Uganda is a 
flourishing, well-ordered community, with roads and telegraphs, law 
courts, schools and workshops. Increasing quantities of cotton are 
sent home to England every year. Uganda also exports coffee, 
rubber, cocoa, timber, ivory, hides and skins. 

For several hundred miles the Uganda Railway crosses wide plains, 
swarming with big game, like an immense zoo. Eland, waterbuck, 
koodoo, sable-antelope, wildebeeste and zebra. roam in herds over 
thousands of miles of country. Elephant and rhinoceros abound, 
and lions are everywhere. 

Uganda has an area of about 110,000 square miles and lies at a 
lower level than the surrounding high land, where the tops of some of 
the mountains are actually covered with snow. Quite abruptly a 
great rift occurs in the ground, as if Uganda had been trodden upon, 
split off from the hills, and formed into a deep valley. 

There is a population of over 3,000,000, mostly composed of 
natives, a very large proportion of whom are Christians. The country 
is a British Protectorate; it keeps its own native kings, but the 
power of the British Empire protects their land from any foreign 
invasion. 


SOMALILAND 


British Somaliland, on the point of Africa that juts out towards 
India, passed—at least, as to part of it—under British control in 1890 
by Treaty with the Italians, who also have their own part of Somaliland 
and with the Emperor of Abyssinia, that ancient state which, with 
the exception of the little country of Liberia, settled, like our own 
Sierra Leone, by the descendants of freed slaves, is the only territory 
of Africa not controlled by one of the Great Powers. 

The protectorate has an area of 68,000 square miles and a popula- 
tion of 300,000, mostly natives. The chief town is Berbera, on the 
Gulf of Aden. Skins and hides, gum and resins, are the chief 
exports. Several wireless stations keep Somaliland in touch with the 


world. | 
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THE SUDAN 


T is rather difficult for many grown-up persons to think of the 
Sudan as a quiet, peaceful country open to tourists and served 
by railways and steamers. Yet so it is, for all the wild past has been 
swept away like an evil dream; the magic wand of the present has 
touched this land of wonders, and, behold, it is linked on to the rest 
of the world as a habitable and charming abode. Egypt has its 
times of inclement weather, but the Sudan will always afford warmth 
and sunshine. ; 

One can reach the Sudan in various ways. By boat and rail— 
comfortable express mail steamers and well-appointed restaurant and 
sleeping cars—Khartoum is now only nine days away from London. 
If the journey is taken through Egypt, rail and river offer their services ; 
but it is also possible to pass through the Suez Canal down the Red 
Sea to Port Sudan, and then, by taking the Sudan Government Rail- 
way, to join the former route at Atbara Junction, and to pass thence 
to Khartoum. | 

Young people take all this as a matter of course; but to their 
elders, whose minds go back to the days of Gordon, this talk about 


a circular tour through the Sudan seems almost incredible, 
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We will suppose that we have come through Egypt, and are 
travelling up the two hundred miles of the Nubian Nile. Over the 
river-banks we see the sun-baked hills and remnants of the past in 
the form of graves of all kinds. Only near the river is there fertility 
—away on either side stretches the vast desert, on the one hand right 
across Africa, on the other to the shores of the Red Sea. But at last, 
just south of Wady Halfa, we are in the region of the Sudan. It has 


ee 
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Showing the East and West portions of the Nile Dam, with 


taken us forty hours to come by steamer from Shellal to Halfa. Before 
us for thirteen hundred miles stretches the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, 
and, from one end to the other, runs the mighty Nile. It is called 
the White Nile as far as Khartoum. There the White Nile is joined 
by the Blue Nile, and, at Atbara, by the river of that name. So that 
the giant river of Egypt is formed by the junction of three great streams, 
but the greatest of these is the White Nile, Africa’s longest river, 
3,475 miles in length. This White Nile, then, is the central part of 
the Sudan. To the north of Khartoum the country is mainly desert, 
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«in the centre to allow the water of the Blue Nile to escape. 
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except in the river valley, but as one travels south and west one comes 
to fertile regions which yield millet, sesame, dates, pulse, and durra 
—a native food. Cotton plantations are found in the Gezira and 
Tokar districts, and in the dense forests of the farther south grow 
the gum, the acacia, the ebony tree, the rubber creeper, and the 
bamboo. Cattle are extensively raised, and much Sudanese meat 
finds its way to European markets. 


Sportsmen find in the Sudan wide scope, for it is the home of 
the elephant, the black and white rhinoceros, the giraffe, pouale: 
hippopotamus, and the lion—to mention just a few of Nature’s larger 
wild children—while the small fry are innumerable. Fortunately 
there is a Game Preservation Department at Khartoum which controls 
the shooting in the wide territory of the Sudan, and sportsmen have 
to observe the Game Laws. Although hunting is an expensive pursuit 
it can be carried out to perfection in this new, yet old, home of sport. 
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For £2 a day one can hire a comfortable house-boat and thus go shoot- 
‘ ° - 1 


Like aU DAN 


ing in the most up-to-date 
‘ manner. <A steamer will 
| _ cost from £20 to £40 a day 

| _ for hire. 
j Now, in the north of 
A 3 the Sudan there are towns 
the names of which make 
an adult’s ears tingle. 
Starting from MHalfa we 
come (travelling south) to 
Dongola, then. to Abu 
Hamed, Berber, Atbara, 
Omdurman, Khartoum. 
Around those names lie a 
romance and a glory of 
British deeds. Nowadays 
Khartoum has its Grand 
Hotel, Gordon College, 
Government workshops, 
and all sorts of offices and 
ae oe buildings. Embankment 
re NATIVES OF THE SUDAN. <r Street aes charming 
avenue _ bordered with 
palms and spreading trees, and extending along the Nile bank—an 
ideal place for a canter on horseback. The seven-span bridge across 
the Blue Nile, the puff of the engine, the graceful river-boats make 
old “ Elephant’s Trunk,” or Khartoum, seem a very modern and 
alluring place. Then, again, a walk through Omdurman seems quite 
an ordinary occurrence. This mud town, lying for seven miles along 
the Nile bank, with its granaries, stacks of timber, markets, and its 
quiet, courteous people, seems just to have been for ever and ever 
as it is now. Even south of Khartoum, at Kosti, one comes across a 
wonderful token of the new age in the eight-span bridge, 500 yards 
long, with a swing-span—a fine piece of work from old England, 
And this town, on the edge of wild country, has its busy mart, and 

does a brisk trade in grain. 

Go back a few years, and what a change! It was to this region 
that Gordon came in 1884, travelling by camel across the Nubian 


Desert for 240 miles to Abu Hamed. Then he and his comrade, 
me yi se 
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Colonel Stewart, just plunged into the desert without military escort, 
and the world waited with feverish anxiety for news of the man who 
had thus abandoned civilization. He reached Berber on the 11th, 
and Khartoum on the 18th of February—‘‘ A Divine Figure from the 
North ”’ for the people of Khartoum ; for he came to free them from 
cruel oppression and grinding taxation. The Arabs knelt before 
him, kissing his hands and feet, calling him “ Father,” “ Saviour.” 
Little more than forty years ago! And in that town of Khartoum, 
after a five months’ siege, the pure and blameless Gordon of the blue 
eyes, winning smile and cheery voice, fell before the murderous soldiery 
of the Mahdi. 

Then again the mind recalls another famous British name, and 
one thinks of how, some fourteen years later, Kitchener and his force 
advanced steadily nearer and nearer to Khartoum, taking the railway 
with them, irresistible, relentless in their resolve to crush the authors 
of lawlessness, tO ‘9a3euErEE ey ‘ ? 
avenge Gordon, and 4 
to free this fair land 
from the savagery 
which lay over it 
like a curse. At the 
Battle of Omdur- 
man, in 1898, the 
Khalifa, the suc- 
cessor of the Mahdi, 
was overthrown. 
Never again would 
Khartoum be a 
slave centre. 

So few years 
ago ! And now, 
amid the splendid 
ruins of the past, in 
the land where the 
Temple of Ammon- 


18th Dynasty of ein eo 
Egypt, where the re- By courtesy of [The Sudan Government, 
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Roman workmanship in Nubia look down upon the winding Nile, 
there runs the smooth-travelling train, from the passing steamer 
the electric light shines out upon the stillness of the desert night, 
an aeroplane perhaps passes overhead, and wireless flashes to and fro 
the gossiping whispers of the twentieth century. 

This rapid development will, it is hoped, become still more marked 
in the next few years, for at Sennar one of the greatest irrigation 
projects of the world has been rendered possible by the construction 
of a great dam across the waters of the Blue Nile. This dam will 
enable vast tracts of land to be irrigated and made fertile so that 
the cotton and other crops, already large, may be still further increased 
to meet the needs of the Empire. 

The Sudan is a land of wonder—not only for its scenery, its 
products, its sport, its sunshine, its inhabitants, but also for its wonder- 
ful development. A few years ago a useless and ill-governed area, 
it now has over two and a half million acres under cultivation, and 
contributes ivory, hides and skins, gum, gold, ostrich feathers, cotton, 
cereals, dates, and many another precious commodity to the great 
world beyond. 


B. L. K. HENDERSON. 
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WOMEN OF ZANZIBAR HOLDING A MASKED FETISH, POPULARLY SUPPOSED 
TO KEEP OFF DEVILS. 


ZANZIBAR 


N former days the island of Zanzibar, separated from the Tangan- 
yika Territory by only twenty-two miles of sea, was the central 
slave market for the East Coast of Africa. Negroes were bought 
and sold by the Arabs at Zanzibar as though they were oxen or sheep. 
It was a very profitable business. On the mainland armed expeditions 
captured whole villages of men, women, and children. Caravans of 
unhappy human beings, laden with ivory tusks, were driven down to 
the coast, where Arab dhows were waiting to ship them across to 
Zanzibar to be sold as slaves to the highest bidder. Large quantities 
of ivory are still brought to the Zanzibar market, and a brisk trade 
is done in grain, coco-nuts, and spices. The port of Zanzibar is one of 
the finest in Africa. There are several wireless stations on the island. 
In the interior are large plantations of clove trees, from which 
come the cloves that turn up suddenly in our apple tart. Mangoes 


grow everywhere. The best place, by the way, in which to eat the 


juicy fruit of the mango is in a bath. 


The town of Zanzibar consists of a perfect maze of narrow streets ; 
205 


ZANZIBAR 


in the widest two carts can only just pass abreast. Across the narrowest 
you can almost shake hands with your neighbour in the house opposite. 
The houses are for the most part built in Eastern style, with very 
thick walls, are flat-roofed, and enclose small courtyards open to 
the air. Gay-coloured grass mats take the place of carpets, and 
everywhere are seen quaint carvings in wood and ivory, and curious 
brasswork. From the street the windows, shaded with green shutters 
have a dreary effect, as if the houses were uninhabited. 

The island, which is 48 miles long and 15 miles broad, has nearly 
a hundred miles of roads suitable to motor traffic. The population, 
115,000, consists mostly of Mohammedans. 

The men of Zanzibar follow the fashion of the Turks and Egyptians 
in wearing the fez cap. An outer garment, white and flowing, like 
a lengthened surplice, covers their bodies from the shoulder to the 
ankle. 

The women take great pride in their appearance, and employ 
a beauty doctor to dress their hair and paint designs on their faces. 

In 1890 the island passed definitely under British protection, 
and though the native Sultanate is recognized, it extends over a 
civilized country where no taint is left of the wicked old slave trade. 


to) (Underwood & Widaetas 
SWAHILI GIRLS DRESSING THEIR HAIR. 
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He hopes that antelopes and other animals who detect his movements in the grass will mistake him for a 
harmless hornbill. 


BRITISH WESTERN AFRICA 


EST AFRICA to-day is divided among several of the great 
European Powers. The principal areas under British rule 
are Nigeria, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Togoland and part 


of the Cameroon. 


NIGERIA 


This huge territory (so called from the Niger River), nearly 
364,000 square miles in extent and having a population of nearly 
18,000,000, stretches backwards far into the interior of the Con- 
tinent from what used in the bad old days to be known as the 
Slave Coast. The real slave trade to America from which it took 
this name, of course, ceased many years ago, but as the native chief- 
tains still kept up the custom of owning private slaves, it was only 
quite recently that the British authorities were able to abolish the 
last vestiges of the system. First it was forbidden to take more 
slaves, and then it was forbidden to hold a slave at all. In 1917 the 


last slave was legally made free. 
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The district known as the Oil Rivers is another part of Nigeria 
that carries the mind back to story-book times, for this was the district 
that was called after the Palm Oil trading days, when we used to 
speak of the “palm oil ruffian,” part trader, part slaver, and part 
pirate. He played his part in history, but we know him no more. 
Huge businesses, with offices in Liverpool or London, modern freight 
steamers, and clerks and agents living in some approach to European 
comfort, have filled his place more worthily. 

To-day one may take a train from Lagos, the seat of government 
and the chief port of the Gold Coast, and travel in a restaurant car 
up-country to Zaria, the seat of a Sultanate in Northern Nigeria. For 
British rule recognizes the old sultans and chieftains, and to-day 
one of the most important schools in the country, that at Bonny, 
is partly maintained by the subscriptions of those very chiefs whose 
ancestors used to send their caravans of wailing captives to the slave- 
ships waiting on the coast. 

Nigeria produces large quantities of palm-oil, and rubber, ground- 
nuts, cotton, tobacco, cocoa, coffee ; she also exports live stock, ivory, 
and ostrich feathers. The mineral wealth includes tin, coal, and 
silver. 

The territory has an efficient railway system, and the harbour at 
Lagos has been improved and extended to cope with the ever-increasing 
traffic. 


THE GOLD COAST 

This important British possession in West Africa takes its 
name from the gold that is found in almost every part of the territory. 
Only in a few places, however, can it be worked at any profit. Since 
its discovery was known to Europeans in very early times, it followed 
that almost every nation at one time or another sent ships to trade 
there for the gold, and the whole coast is dotted with the remains of 
their colonies. It was a British company trading to the Gold Coast 
part of Guinea—as all this section of Africa was called—that gave 
the name to what used to be our principal gold coin. Gold from 


Guinea they brought back to London town, Guinea gold, and so we 
called the coin our “ guinea.” 


| SIERRA LEONE 
Sierra Leone is comparatively modern in history. In 1788 


when the national conscience was just beginning to be shocked by 
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A STREET IN FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE. 


the horrors of the slave trade, a few wealthy men banded themselves 
together to find a home in their own Africa for such poor African 
slaves as might ever chance to be freed. Their money bought them, 
from a native chief, the stretch of country called Sierra Leone, and 
Freetown was made its capital in honour of its noble purpose. Here 
we have the head-quarters of our West African soldiers, as ‘brave and as 
disciplined a corps as any serving under the colours of the Empire. 

So bad were the climate and other conditions in Sierra Leone 
that for over 130 years this territory was known as the ‘‘ White Man’s 
Grave.” Science has, however, made it possible largely to exterminate 
the mosquitoes and flies which spread the deadly fever, and Sierra 
Leone to-day is a very healthy place as compared with even twenty 


years ago. 
GAMBIA 


Gambia is one of our very tiniest possessions, the Crown Colony 
proper being no more than four square miles in extent, though the 


Protectorate attached is much larger. 
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TOGOLAND 


Togoland lies between French Dahomey on the east and the 
Gold Coast on the west, part being under British rule, the remaining 
territory being administered by the French. 

The inland country is hilly, with many streams and watercourses. 
Long stretches of forest and brushwood and dry plains alternate 
with fertile lands on which are grown cocoa, tapioca, bananas, to- 
bacco, maize, yams, ginger, etc. Palm kernels, rubber, palm oil, 
cotton, kola, dye-woods, and-caoutchouc also figure among its exports. 
The natives are for the most part what are known as Ewe negroes. 
They are employed in cultivation, and carry on straw-plaiting, weav- 
ing, wood-cutting, smith-work, and the manufacture of pottery. 

The capital and chief port is Lome. Over two hundred miles 
of railways connect this centre with other ports and the principal 
inland towns. At various points there are post and telegraph stations. 
Togo possesses fairly good roads, including nearly 800 miles fit for 
motor traffic. The coast line is only about thirty miles in extent, 
but inland the territory widens to three or four times as much. The 
climate on the coast is not healthful for Europeans. 


THE CAMEROON 


The Cameroon is another territory administered partly by the 
British and partly by the French. The British sphere, along the 
Nigerian border, is about 28,000 square miles in extent. The Cameroon 
is a tropical garden lying between British Nigeria and the French 
Congo, and extending from the coast north-eastwards to the southern 
end of Lake Chad. The combined British and French territories 
have a native population of about 3,500,000: Bantu negroes on and 
near the coast, Sudanese inland. The soil near the coast is very 
fertile, and large plantations have been formed there, the cultivation 
of cocoa being especially successful. Rubber and kola are among 
other vegetable products. There are estimated to be nearly 350,000 
oil palms in the colony, and a beginning has been made in the cultiva- 
tion of cloves, vanilla, ginger, pepper, etc. An active trade is carried 
on in ivory and palm oil. Hardwood is abundant, ebony especially. 
.Cattle-rearing is very successful, and gold has been found. 

» There are nearly 200 miles of railway already constructed, and 
other lines are being laid. There is a telegraph system, and a cable 


connects with Bonny in Southern Nigeria. 
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TWO ROMANTIC ATLANTIC 
ISLANDS 


ST. HELENA 


eee UELENA “is -a-lonely 
volcanic island in the 
Atlantic, 1,200 miles from the 
west coast of Africa, and nearly 
1,700 miles from Cape Town. 
It has an area of forty-seven 
square miles, and is still of some 
importance as a naval coaling 
station, though oil fuel is now 
so largely used in His Majesty’s 
ships. 

St. Helena has a point of 
interest that will never fade, for 
it was to this solitary and then 
almost inaccessible island that, in 
1815, after the battle of Waterloo, 
the. Emperor Napoleon I was 
banished by the Allies and held 
a prisoner in the hands of the 
British.  ‘‘ General Bonaparte,” 
as he was persistently styled by his 
gaoler, Sir Hudson Lowe, lived in 
a farm-house known as Longwood. 
There is a picture of it on the next 
page. Here he died in 1821, after 
a painful illness, aggravated, no 
doubt, by the feelings of the 
chained eagle and of a master- 
mind refused any outlet for its 
energies. His remains, originally 
buried at St. Helena, were trans- 
ferred to Paris in 1840. 
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LADDER HILL, JAMESTOWN, ST. HELENA. 
The only means of reaching the forts which com- 


Photo) 


mand the harbour. There are no fewer than seven 


hundred steps. 


ST. HELENA AND ASCENSION ISLAND 


NAPOLEON’S HOUSE, ST. HELENA. 


ASCENSION ISLAND 


Ascension is another volcanic island in the Atlantic, but about 
700 miles nearer to England than is St. Helena. It has an area of 
thirty-eight square miles, and a population of 150. The island is a 
great resort of sea-turtle and also of vast numbers of “ wide-awakes,”’ 
or sooty terns, such as those seen in the picture. 


ASCENSION ISLAND. epee 
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THE CHAPEL OF BONES. 


One of the most famous “ sights ’’ of Malta. 


MALTA 


ALTA comes next in point of distance to Gibraltar as a great 

“ Outpost of Empire,” and in several respects is even more 
important than the historic “ Rock.” In particular, it is our greatest 
foreign naval base, the head-quarters of the British Mediterranean 
Fleet, and one of the busiest coaling stations in the world. Practically 
every British ship that makes the voyage through the Suez Canal 
to the East calls at Malta, and thousands of foreign ships as well. The 
island is also a powerful military stronghold, the harbour of the capital, 
Valetta, being heavily fortified, while the garrison in time of peace 
includes several thousands of regular troops and a corps of local militia. 
There is a great deal of interesting reading in the annals of Malta 

and the adjacent island of Gozo. We know that at a very early period 
it was a Phoenician, and afterwards a Greek, colony, and that St. 
Paul was shipwrecked there—it was then called Melita—in A.D. 58. 
But the most romantic periods of its history were, perhaps, when 
it was used as a naval base by the Barbary pirates who infested the 
Mediterranean in the ninth and tenth centuries; and, again, the two 
hundred and sixty odd years during which it was in the hands of 


the famous Order of the Knights of 5t. John of Jerusalem, to whom. 
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MALTA 


it was given by Charles V in 1530. The Knights of St. John, or 
Hospitallers, as they were originally called, both fortified and beautified 
the island, making it a great stronghold of Christendom, in which 
they themselves practised very strictly the Christian virtues. Between 
them and the Turks there was a constant deadly feud, and in 1565 
the Sultan Soliman laid siege to Malta with great forces, which the 
Knights successfully withstood under the leadership of their Grand 
Master, La Valette. Napoleon, in 1798, expelled the Knights of St. 
John, but the Maltese rose against the French garrison and, with 
the assistance of British and Neapolitan troops, compelled it to sur- 
render. It was proposed to restore the islands to the Knights of 
St. John, but the inhabitants preferred to be under the British Govern- 
ment, and this was arranged and confirmed by the Treaty of Paris 
in 1814: 

Malta is about 17 miles long and 9 miles broad, and has a civilian 
population, rather mixed, of some 220,000 ; the lower ranks evidently 
are descended from the old Carthaginians. There is a special Maltese 
dialect ; and there was for many years a special brand of Maltese 
fever, to which British residents succumbed freely until it was traced 
to impure goats’ milk, with the result that, proper precautions having 
been taken, the malady has disappeared. The Maltese terrier is also 
practically extinct. 

One of the principal products of Malta is its delicious oranges, 
and it also sends out large quantities of early potatoes. In travel- 
ling to the East by way of the Mediterranean one of the first ‘‘ new 
experiences ’’ is a call at Malta, and very pleasant and interesting it 
is to steam into the wonderful harbour of Valetta, especially if the 
Mediterranean Fleet happens to be there, and later to go ashore 
see the sights, buy Maltese lace scarves, with the Maltese cross worked 
into them, as presents for “home,” and to sample Bissacia’s famous 
nougat. If you are fortunate enough to see, as the writer did on his 
first visit, a regiment of Highlanders parading in the square of the 
capital, you come away with additional pride in the thought that 
this noble island, which the native inhabitants call ‘‘ the flower of 
the world,” is an Imperial possession and one which Great Britain 
holds in the strongest possible grip. 

Malta has an Imperial significance which is not perhaps as gener- 
ally recognized as it ought to be. Situated as it is on our sea highway 
to India, and containing always a considerable garrison of first-class 
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regular troops, very great 
and important use can be 
made, and has been made, 
of Malta to supply at short 
notice large contingents for 
service, more especially in 
the Near East, their places 
being taken later by other 
soldiers sent out in due 
course from home. This 
means sometimes that a 
priceless week or ten days 
can be saved in dealing 
with an urgent situation, 
and this with little or no 
risk to a Power that com- 
mands the sea. 

It is because she has 
this command that Great 
Britain holds Malta, and 
will continue to hold it as 
long as the Empire and 
the British Navy endure. '% eTRERT ONS MAL TI. (ies: 
As was only to be ex- 
pected, Malta played a very important part in the Great War, 
especially in the campaign against the enemy submarines to safeguard 
our transports to Gallipoli and the East. It was also known as 
the “Nurse of the Mediterranean,’ on account of the thousands of 
wounded and war-worn heroes who were here brou ght back to health 
and strength. Perhaps one day the services rendered to the Empire 
by those parts of it which, from the point of view of mere size, are 
seemingly insignificant, will be recognized as fully as they should be. 
As a military fortress alone Malta has no real strength or permanence. 
But with the British Mediterranean Fleet in the great land-locked 
sea, the only two outlets of which, the Straits of Gibraltar and 
the Suez Canal, are also largely watched or controlled by Great 
Britain, Malta is truly one of the greatest strongholds in the world. 
OwEN WHEELER, 
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‘tion for our largest battleships. 
~ Rock, but it is essentially a great fortress under a Governor, who 


is usually a very distinguis 


of the Dockyard. 


EE ROCK ~ 


IBRALTAR, familiarly known as “Gib,” or “ The Rock,’ is 
the nearest outpost of Greater Britain, distant from London 
some 1,200 miles, in other words four days of reasonably fast 
steaming. It is just a rocky promontory, two and three-quarter miles 
in length and three-quarters of a mile in breadth, rising at its highest 
point to about 1,440 feet, connected with Spain by a low isthmus, 
and about fourteen miles distant from the opposite coast of Africa. 
The old name of Gibraltar was Jebel Tarik, the Mountain of 
Tarik, a celebrated Moorish chieftain who in the beginning of the 
eighth century made the place a base for operations on the mainland. 
When the Moors were finally driven out of Europe, the Rock was 
for a time held as a private possession by the great Duke of Modena, 
but in 1502 it became part of the Spanish kingdom. Two centuries 
later it was taken from the Spaniards by Sir George Rooke, and has 
ever since remained in British hands. 

Since the days of Tarik, Gibraltar has always been a great place 
of arms, and has undergone many sieges. There is a memorial of 
the Moors in the “ Moorish Castle,’ a tower overhanging the town, 
and remains of Spanish fortifications are also still visible. Nowadays 
it no longer has outworks on shore. The development of modern 
artillery has rendered these unnecessary in the case of a sea-girt rock 
with elevated batteries from which an accurate and destructive fire 
can be brought to bear upon transports containing troops, or upon 
the decks—the most vulnerable parts—of attacking vessels. But the 
real security of ‘‘ Gib” lies, of course, in the command of the sea so 
strongly maintained and so jealously guarded by the British Fleet. 

The story of the defence of Gibraltar from 1779 to 1783 by 
General George Elliott, afterwards Lord Heathfield, against a com- 
bined Spanish and French force, is one of the most inspiring stories 
in the whole military history of the Empire. 

Since that time we have held on very tightly to Gibraltar, which 
has gradually become a great naval as well as military station, having 


an enclosed harbour of about 400 acres and docking accommoda- 
Nearly 20,000 civilians hve on the 


hed general, and is assisted by a large 
staff, the Navy being represented by the Admiral Superintendent 
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AN ISLAND AS OLD AS HISTORY 


YPRUS, an island in the Mediterranean, some forty miles from 
Asia Minor, has been in turn owned by the ancient Greeks, the 
Pheenicians, the Persians, the Romans, the Venetians, and the Turks, 
each successive wave of civilization having left its distinctive mark 
upon its people. 
Not only that, but Cyprus has had a long association with English 
history, dating back as far as to the days of the Crusades and our 
brave king, Richard the Lionhearted. During the voyage to Palestine 


Photo] s [E. N. A 
THE ANCIENT HARBOUR OF FAMAGUSTA, CYPRUS. 


some of the ships of the English Crusaders were wrecked off Cyprus, 
and the stranded crews were maltreated by Isaac, the king of the island. 
Richard in retaliation seized Cyprus and imprisoned Isaac. It was 
also at Cyprus, on May 12, 1191, that Richard married the daughter 
of the King of Navarre, Berengaria, who had joined his fleet at the 
island under the protection of Eleanor, Richard’s aged mother. 

The soil is exceptionally fertile, the chief products being grain, 
wines and spirits, cotton, wool and oranges. The island, some 3,500 
square miles in extent, has a population of over 310,000. During the 
Great War Cyprus passed definitely under British control. 

Some of the most interesting and distinctive examples of primitive 
pottery and sculptured figures, many pieces being of an extremely 
humorous character, have been excavated in Cyprus. Of these the 
British Museum contains a very remarkable collection, 3 
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THE SUEZ CANAL AS SEEN FROM THE STERN OF A 


LINER. 


Company in 1875 for 
£4,000,000, and they are 
now worth far more. 

Aden, at the southern 
end of the Red Sea, guards 
the exit into the Indian 
Ocean. It is the only 
fortified place between 
Egypt and Bombay. 

Port Said, at the 
northern end of the Canal, 
is a very busy port and 
the greatest coaling station 
in the world. Coaling at 
night is a most impressive 
spectacle. Port Said is fre- 
quently called “ The Gate- 
way of the East.” 


Wiese, BiCleZ 
CANAL 


OTWITHSTANDING 

the opening of the 
Panama Canal, the Suez 
Canal is still the most im- 
portant waterway in the 
world. It is the chief link 
between Great Britain and 
India, Australia, and the 
Far East. The Canal hasa 
length of ror miles, and cost 
#£33,000,000 to make. 
About 5,000 vessels pass 
through every year, or 
about a hundred a week. 
The British Government 
bought a large number of 
shares in the Egyptian 


ADEN. 
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REPATRIATING A RACE 
THE EMPIRE’S TASK IN PALESTINE 


ALESTINE has been known to generations of Christians as the 

“ Holy Land.’ Crusaders of old waged wars for its possession, 

and pious pilgrims wended their way there from all parts of the then 
known world. 

Palestine, moreover, was the native land of the Jews, the “‘ Chosen 
People” of the Old Testament. A race that was no longer a 
nation, exiles without a country, millions of Jews have for centuries 
wandered the world over, looking backwards with wistful eyes at 
Palestine as a land which was theirs no more. 

It was a tragedy of fate that from 1244 to 1917 such a land should 
have belonged neither to Christian nor to Jew. F or during those long 
centuries the Mohammedan held it in sway. 

To visit Jerusalem was the hope of Jewish boys in those days. 
Now such a boy can go freely, but it is a strange city to-day. There. 

) ol 


PALESTINE 


are many churches and mosques, and people from all lands, but the 
ancient race to whom the city once belonged have only a little alley, 
where they meet to pray and to wail every Friday. They speak their 
prayers into the crevices of the wall which rises between them and the 
site of their old Temple. It is many centuries since the Romans 
besieged Jerusalem and made the Jews homeless; but they still 
remember their city. It is a joy to us all to-day to know that all 
religions now enjoy perfect freedom. 

With the conclusion of the Great War Palestine passed under 
British administration by “ Mandate” of the League of Nations. 
While the rights of the large Arab population are strictly respected, the 
immigration of Jews has been encouraged, with the hope of forming 
parts of their ancient land into a “ National Home for the Jewish 
People.” How far it may be possible to put back the clock of ages, 
to collect a scattered people, to reconstruct their customs, and to build 
them up once more into a people with a land of their own and with 
pride of country, none can yet tell. A Hebrew University has been 
built on Mount Scopus, near Jerusalem, and this was formally opened 
by Lord Balfour in 1925, the great British statesman paying a special 
visit to Palestine for the purpose. 

Palestine is not so large as Wales. In two products it is very 
favoured—honey and oranges, Jaffa oranges being exported in millions, 
and the country, owing to its varied flora, being a paradise to the bee. 
In places the land is very fertile, and parts at present uncultivated, 
such as the Jordan Valley, are only waiting for irrigation. 


PLOUGHING BY CAMELS. 
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MESOPOTAMIA 


THE LAND BETWEEN THE RIVERS” 


ESOPOTAMIA, and weinclude in that term Lower Mesopotamia, 
the Turkish province of Iraq Arabi, is of immense antiquity. 
Rawlinson, in 1848, discovered at Baghdad whole walls below the river- 
level, every brick of which bore the stamp of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
tried to restore and complete the ruined Tower of Babel, which would 
be in his day of as great antiquity as remains of the Hanging Gardens 
of Babylon would be to-day. Many of these bricks, together with 
sculptured slabs from the walls of his palace, are now in the British 
Museum. 

Mesopotamia means ‘‘ between the two rivers,” that is between 
the Tigris and the Euphrates, and with Lower Mesopotamia includes 
all the territory within the rivers, from the lower slopes of the Armenian 
mountains to the Persian Gulf. Within this compass is an area roughly 
equal to that of England and Wales, the soil, although sandy, being 
wonderfully fertile under irrigation, when it is possible to raise two 
crops a year. 

In ancient times Mesopotamia was the world’s granary. Even in 
its decline Babylonia supplied one-third of the grain grown in the 
empire of Xerxes, the King of Persia who invaded Greece but was 
defeated in the great sea-battle at Salamis in 480 B.c. 

The inhabitants are mostly Arabs and Kurds, many of whom 
are nomads, wandering from place to place with their sheep, goats, 
and camels. Others cultivate the soil in what it would be an idle 
compliment to call a primitive fashion, merely scratching the 
surface, which, nevertheless, yields fair crops of cereals and fruits. 
Tobacco and cotton also are grown in some districts. The city of 
Baghdad is green with date palms; but the vast plains around are 
treeless, the monotony being broken often by mounds, melancholy 
reminders of the buried glories beneath. Baghdad trades with 
Aleppo and Damascus, and has manufactures of leather and silk. 
To boys and girls who have read the Arabian Nights mention of Bagh- 
dad will always recall the famous Caliph, Haroun al Rashid, who used 
to wander the streets in disguise and thus learn the real opinions of 
his subjects. 

__ The establishment of a weekly motor service between Beirut and 
Baghdad has brought the little town within two days’ journey of 


Beirut and within nine days of England. 
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OPENING THE CACAO PODS. 


THE BRITISH WEST INDIES 


(Most of the photographs in this article are reproduced by courtesy of the West India Committee.) 


LL who have read Robinson Crusoe will remember that the hero 

was wrecked on a lonely tropical island, where he remained 

for many years, attended only by his faithful man Friday, whom 

he rescued from the cannibals. The adventures of Alexander Selkirk 

on Juan Fernandez, an island in the Pacific, gave Defoe the idea for 

his immortal work ; but it was from Tobago, in the British West Indies, 
that the author drew his descriptions. 

The West Indies are a great group of islands, varying in size 
from 44,000 square miles (Cuba) to less than an acre, which lie nearly 
four thousand miles to the south-west of England. They were dis- 
covered between the years 1492 and 1502 by Christopher Columbus, 
or Cristobal Colon, a sailor who, though born at Genoa, spent most 
of his life in Spain. 

Contrary to the general belief in those days, this great navigator 


was satisfied that the earth was round, and that if he were to sail 
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on and on across the unknown waters to the West he would in time 
reach India. For many years, however, he could find no one who 
would help him to prove the correctness of his view; but at last 
Queen Isabella of Spain consented to equip an expedition to the West, 
and appointed Columbus its Admiral and as Governor of any lands 
he might discover. 

Columbus accordingly sailed on his first voyage of discovery in 
a ship called Santa Maria, accompanied by two other vessels, carry- 
ing 120 souls in all. Imagine what it meant to them to sail away 
across an ocean which, for all they knew, might be boundless, in vessels 
much smaller than those in which we now cross the English Channel 
to France! It was not surprising that the sailors soon showed signs 
of alarm. As day after day passed and no land was sighted, they 
. * became more and more anxious, 
and at length so mutinous that 
they were with difficulty restrained 
from turning the vessels round 
and setting sail for Spain. 

Matters became serious when 
the ships entered what is now 
called the Sargasso Sea. This 
““Sea’’ is really a part of the 
ocean, hundreds of miles from 
land, and is only recognized by 
long trailing masses of a yellowish 
weed which floats perpetually on 
its surface. The “ Gulf weed,” 
as it is called, has no roots; but 
if you look at it under a micro- 
scope you find that it is inhabited 
by multitudes of tiny insects. 

When the ships passed 
through the Sargasso Sea the 
sailors were convinced that the 
land must be near and that their 
vessels would be wrecked; they 
| did not know, as we do, that the 
STATUE OF COLUMBUS, GOVERNMENT HOUSE, ~~~ /® hundreds of fathoms deep 


NASSAU. at this spot. ‘‘ Schools” of dol- 
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PICKING COTTON, ST. VINCENT. 


phins would now have been seen 
playing, and at times raising their 
entire bodies clear of the water, 
while many flying-fish would have 
been encountered. These curious 
fish, which are about the size of 
herrings, have wings (really enlarged 
fins) that enable them to skim over 
the surface of the water at a great 
pace. From the deck of a steamer 
they look like big dragon-flies as the 
sun glances from their quivering 
wings. In the old days, when ships 
were smaller than they are now, 
flying-fish often used to fly on 


board. The fish are now caught regularly off the island of Barba- 
dos, by whose inhabitants they are regarded as an important article 


of food. 


After a voyage of seventy days, Columbus and his companions 
at last sighted land. On October 12, 1492, Columbus set foot for the 
first time on the New World, as all the newly discovered lands have 


since been called. Being a 
religious and devout man, 
he named the island on 
which he landed St. 
Saviour, now identified as 
one of the Bahamas known 
as Watling Island. At 
first Columbus believed 
that he had reached India 
by a westerly route, and 
to this circumstance is due 
the fact that the islands 
are called to this day the 
West “ Indies.” 

But here we must 


Hi Photo} ; (White. 
leave the great navigator, THE PITCH LAKE, TRINIDAD. 
whose name, by the way, In the United States 170 million square yards of city pave- 


ment have been laid from this lake, to say nothing of the miles 
is perpetuated by Canada’s of streets in London and other cities. 
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province of British Columbia, by the American State of Columbia, 
and also by a South American Republic, besides Colon, the 
Atlantic port of the Panama Canal, that wonderful waterway, 503 
miles in length, which now connects the Atlantic with the Pacific 
Ocean. If you look at the map you will see that the West Indies 
extend in a curve from the south-east of Florida, in North 
America, to the north coast of South America, enclosing the Carib- 
bean Sea. This great sheet of water has been the scene of many 
adventures. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries it was 
infested by buccaneers—freebooters who took their name from 
“‘boucans”’ in which they dried their meat—and by pirates who 
attacked the Spanish treasure ships on their way from Portobello 
and Cartagena, with riches brought by mule trains across the Isthmus 
of Panama. Among the most notorious of these pirates was Edward 
Teach, or Blackbeard, whose exploits are described in that fine West 
Indian book, Tom Cringle’s Log. This ruffian used to wear a huge 
black beard, which he plaited into tails, and carried three pairs of 
_ pistols slung over his shoulder and lighted slow matches behind his 
ears. Even the crew of his own ship were terrified by him, for he used 
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A STREET IN KINGSTON, JAMAICA. 
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to shut them in the cabin 
with burning brimstone and 
let off his pistol at random. 
Blackbeard’s career was cut 
short by Captain Robert 
Maynard, who with the 
two sloops Pearl and Lime 
defeated him after a des- 
perate fight in a creek on 
the coast of Virginia, and 
returned in triumph with 
the pirate’s hideous head 
hanging from the bowsprit. 
It was, too, on the Caribbean Sea, which has been appropriately 
called “‘ the cradle of the Navy,” that many of our sailors made their 
reputation. The pages of West Indian history glow with the gallant 
deeds of such heroes as Benbow, Hood, Rodney, and Nelson. Among 
the islands are many historic sites to remind us of the glory of our 
Navy. In Jamaica you can see “ Nelson's quarter-deck,”’ a terrace 
on a fort from which Nelson scanned the horizon for the French fleet 
in 1779. On a wall near the entrance is the stirring inscription— 


NELSON’S QUARTERS, PORT ROYAL. 


In this place dwelt Horatio Nelson. 
Ye who tread his footprints 
Remember his glory. 
Another place of historic interest is Pigeon Island, off St. Lucia, from 
whose fort Rodney watched the movements of the French ships in 
Fort Royal Harbour, Martinique, before he engaged them in the 
memorable Battle of the Saints—so called from the group of islands 
of that name near Guadeloupe—on April 12, 1782. Then again, to 
the south of Martinique, is a huge rock not unlike Ailsa Craig, off 
the west coast of Scotland, upon which it is impossible to gaze with- 
out pride. It is the famous Diamond Rock which, during our war 
with France in 1803, was garrisoned by the crew of a British cruiser, 
who, by means of ropes, hauled guns up its-precipices, and for eighteen 
months were able to defy and harass their enemy. Only when their 
supplies of food and ammunition were exhausted were these gallant 
heroes, on June I, 1805, compelled to surrender to a French squadron 
of two seventy-four gun ships, a frigate, a corvette, a schooner, 


and eleven gunboats—part of Villeneuve's fleet, which Nelson 
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pursued to the West Indies and back before the Battle of Trafalgar. 

By far the largest island in the West Indies is Cuba, which was 
taken by the United States from Spain as recently as 1898, and is 
now an independent Republic. The neighbouring island of Santo 
Domingo is owned by two Republics, those of Haiti and Santo Dom- 
ingo, and is governed by black and coloured men. Like Cuba, Porto 
Rico was taken from Spain in 1898, and now belongs to the United 
States, which also acquired the Danish Islands, St. Thomas, Sta. Cruz, 
and St. John, by purchase in 1916. The French own Martinique, 
Guadeloupe, and 
several smaller 
islands in the group; 
and the Dutch, 
Curagao: over all 
the other islands 
flies the Union Jack. 

Our most im- 
portant West Indian 
POSS€SS1 60a 
Jamaica, which we 
took from Spain in 
1655. If you look 
at the map you will 
see what a favour- 

. - able position it 
A WOMAN OF TRINIDAD TEACHING CHILDREN HOW TO occupies, being the 
nearest island of 

note to the Atlantic entrance of the Panama Canal. 

Off the coast of South America, Trinidad, which we also captured 
from the Spaniards in 1797, is scarcely less valuable, for apart from 
its many agricultural industries, it has rich petroleum deposits and 
a famous pitch lake. All who have ever walked or driven along the 
Victoria Embankment in London can say that they have been on | 
part of the Trinidad Pitch Lake, for its remarkably smooth road- 
way is paved with asphalt carried four thousand miles across the 
Atlantic and laid down in this and many other streets of London. 
The Pitch Lake is a vast deposit of bituminous matter, IIO acres in 
extent. Its surface is hard enough to bear foot traffic and also carts 
but if you remain too long on the same spot you begin to sink. The 
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pitch, or asphalt, is 
dug out with pick- 
axes by black men, 
loaded into trucks, 
and then conveyed 
by buckets or by an 
endless cable to a 
long pier, from which 
it is dumped into the 
holds of steamers 
lying alongside 


A FILE OF BANANA CARRIERS. ready to take it to 
Europe and America, 


In a very short space of time the holes from which the asphalt has 
been dug are filled up by pressure of the substance from below. The 
supply appears to be inexhaustible. 

The remaining British islands stretch in a bow between Porto 
Rico and Trinidad, and include the Leeward Islands (Antigua, St. 
Kitts, Nevis, Montserrat, Dominica, and the Virgin Islands), the Wind- 
ward Islands (Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, and the Grenadines), 
and Barbados. This last island, besides enjoying the distinction of 
having remained under the English flag from the date of its first settle- 
ment (1625), is notable as being the most densely populated place in 
the world for its 
area, China alone 
excepted. Although 
only about the size 
of the Isle of Wight, 
it has a population 
ar more than 


are nearly all black, 
and it must be re- 
corded to their 
credit that it was 
from among them 
that most of the 
labourers employed 


Photo] ‘A. Duperly & Son, Kingston. 
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Canal were drawn. The 
islands are the summits of 
a mighty range of moun- 
tains which in distant 
times subsided under the 
sea. Many are volcanic, 
and as lately as 1902 
terrible scenes were wit- 
nessed when the Soufriére 
Mountain, in St. Vincent, 
broke out into eruption 
scarcely less violent than 
that of Mount Pelée, in 
Martinique, which caused 
the peaceful village of St. 
Pierre to be swept away 
with its forty thousand 
inhabitants. Otherislands 
again are of coral forma- 
SHG tion, having been built up 
COCO-NUT PALMS. _ by generation after genera- 
tion of little corals. All 
the islands are mountainous, and it is said that Columbus, in order 
to show Queen Isabella how broken up they were by hill and valley, 
crumpled up a piece of paper in his hands. 

The West Indies are all, with the exception of some of the Bahamas, 
within the tropics, and their climate is therefore very different from 
that of the British Isles. They have no winter as people in England 
know it, and all the year round the temperature is like that of an 
English summer. There is little variation in the length of days, and 
day and night are nearly equal. We speak sometimes of a tropical 
downpour of rain; but the heaviest rain-storm in Great Britain would 
be a mere shower compared with the torrential rains which occur 
during the rainy season in the West Indies. The rain sometimes 
causes floods which rise very rapidly, and in a very short space of time 
a river-course which is usually dry will become a raging torrent. 

Hurricanes of great violence occasionally occur. When notice 
of their probable approach is given, every window and door must 


be barred, for the wind carries all before it, sweeping trees, factory 
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chimneys and the flimsy wooden huts of the negroes in its path. In 
some of the older houses there are strongly-built chambers in which 
residents used to shelter with their slaves during one of these visitations. 

Scarcely less to be dreaded are earthquakes, which, fortunately, 
do not frequently occur. In recent years the most serious disturbance 
of this kind was the earthquake which almost completely destroyed 
Kingston, the capital of Jamaica, in 1907, causing a loss of from 1,000 
to 1,500 lives, and of property to the value of a million and a half 
pounds. An earlier earthquake of great severity was one which devas- 
tated the old town of Port Royal, also in Jamaica, in 1692. It is 
recorded that on this occasion “ whole streets with their inhabitants 
were swallowed up,’”’ and the tombstone of Lewis Galdy, “ who was 
swallowed up by the Earthquake and by the providence of God was by 
another shock r ~*~ Me - | 
thrown into the sea 
and _ miraculously 
eyed, —1s still 
pointed out. 

The industries 
of these islands are 
many and_ varied. 
The principal are the 
cultivation of sugar- 
canes and the manu- 
facture of sugar; 
the cultivation and 
curing of cacao (a 
tree whose many- 
coloured pods con- 
tain the beans from 
which your cocoa 1s 
prepared), cotton, 
spices, and such 
familiar fruits as 
bananas, oranges, 


and limes. . Photo] [A. Duperly & Son, Kingston. 
A visit to a A “TRAVELLERS? TREE.” 
i iia This fine tree owes its name to the fact that pure water can be tapped 
eoeet factory eat re ake cup-tike sheaths of the leaf stalks, a great boon when there is no 


teresting experience. ther water near. 
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On old-fashioned 
estates the process 
of manufacture is 
quite simple. The 
tall sugar-canes, 
when ripe, are 
crushed between 
rollers, which are 
made to revolve by 
steam orwind power, 
and the greenish- 
coloured juice ex- 
eS sa pressed from them, 
Photo} (4. Duperly & Son, Kirgston. after being cleansed, 


a is boiled in a series 
These plants have thick, fleshy stems, which hold a large quantity of water 


and enable them to live in districts where rain falls only at long intervals. of great co Pp p er 


basins. As the water 
passes off in the form of steam the liquor gets thicker and thicker, 
until at last it begins to crystallize, when it is transferred to barrels 
or boxes to drain. These have holes in the bottom through which 
the syrup—now called molasses—drains out, leaving the sugar 
behind ready for shipment. 

On modern estates the method of manufacture is much more 
elaborate. To begin with, the canes are crushed by a series of power- 
ful mills, as many as fourteen rollers being used in some cases, so 
that every possible drop of juice may be crushed out. This juice, 
after being cleansed from impurities, is boiled in three great closed 
vessels, called the “ triple effect,” the steam from the first of which 
boils the juice in the second, and so on, and finally in a “‘ vacuum 
pan,” in which, the air having been pumped out, the juice can be 
boiled at a very low temperature. When the liquor is sufficiently 
thick, it is put into large drums with perforated sides, which revolve 
at such a furious pace that the lighter molasses is driven out, leaving 
the heavier sugar behind nearly dry and ready for shipment. 

Most inhabitants of the West Indies are negroes, descendants 
of the slaves who were imported from West Africa in great numbers 
every year until 1807, when the slave trade was abolished. In 1834 
slavery was abolished too, and on August 1 in that year the slaves 


were freed in all British Colonies. 
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In Trinidad fully a third of the population is East Indian, labour 
having been introduced from India nearly every year since 1844 to 
work in the fields. 

The original inhabitants of the West Indian Islands were two 
races of Indians: the Arawaks, who occupied the larger islands to 
the north; and the Caribs, who were found in the smaller islands. 
The Arawaks, a peaceful and timid race, were soon crushed by the 
Spaniards, who compelled them to work in the mines of Hispaniola, 
or St. Domingo, as the island is now called. The Caribs, on the other 
hand, were warlike, and for several hundreds of years kept the white 
settlers at bay, until they were finally defeated by Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby in 17096. 

The English first began to settle in the islands in 1623, when 
Thomas Warner, whose tomb can still be seen in the island, went 
out to St. Christopher (or St. Kitts) with a party of settlers under the 
patronage of Ralph Merrifield. St. Kitts is therefore called the Mother 
Colony of the West Indies. But while St. Kitts is the oldest, Barbados 
can proudly claim to be the only colony in the group over which no 
foreign flag has ever flown. It was first visited by Englishmen in 
1605, when the crew of a vessel called the Olive Blossom landed and 
erected a cross on a tree near by inscribed: “‘ James K. of E. [King 
of England] and of this island.” Twenty years later Sir William 
Courteen, a wealthy London merchant, sent out emigrants to the island. 
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NATIVES COALING SHIP AT ST. LUCIA. 
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While the Bahamas, St. Kitts 
and Antigua were also acquired 
by settlement, our other West 
y Indian possessions were won by 
ey the sword from France and Spain, 
the latest to fall under the British 
flag being Tobago, which was cap- 
tured in 1803. During the 
eighteenth century the struggle 
for the islands was keen. They 
constantly changed hands, and the 
; West Indies became the “ cockpit 
of Europe.” To this day crumb- 
ling ruins of old forts which 
guarded the entrances to the many 
landlocked harbours remind us of 
the store that was set upon pos- 
session of the islands over a 
ae century and a quarter ago. 

A MANGO TREE. The islands are surrounded by 

a wealth of romance, their climate 

is delightful and their scenery exquisite. They lie astride the ocean 

highway to the Panama Canal, which has added greatly to their 
importance and prosperity. 


ALGERNON E. ASPINALL. 


THE BAHAMAS 

These are a group of over 600 islands, only about 20 of which 
are inhabited, the majority of the population being descendants of 
liberated African slaves. The business centre and capital is Nassau, on 
New Providence Isle. The islands were first settled by the British. 
In 1781 they were taken from us by surprise by the Spaniards, but 
were restored to Britain at the Peace of Versailles in 1783. 

The chief occupation is sponge gathering, an industry that has 
been carried on by the inhabitants for a considerable time, and one 
at which they have become very expert. The sponges are hooked up 
from the bottom of the sea, at a depth of not more than 20 feet; an 
average day’s “ catch ” is in the neighbourhood of I50sponges. Turt 
ling and fishing also occupy many of the inhabitants, 
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The islands export a certain amount of fruit and vegetables 
to the United States, but the growing of non-indigenous crops on a 
large scale, though often attempted, has never proved successful. The 
export of native timber, such as mahogany, ebony and satinwood, 
is a flourishing industry. 

Nassau, which is now a prosperous town, with fine streets, parks, 
and hotels, looks like becoming, in the near future, one of the world’s 
most popular winter health and pleasure resorts. For its prosperity 
it has to thank the United States, for after the latter country went 
“dry,” “ bootlegging,” or smuggling, for a time brought great wealth 
to the Bahamas. 


THE BERMUDAS 

The Bermudas consist of a group of about 100 small islands, only 
15 or 16 of which are inhabited. Admiral Sir George Somers was 
wrecked there in 1609, when he and his men were the first people to 
colonize the islands, which have become a great pleasure and health 
resort, owing to their wonderful climate. Quantities of vegetables 
and flowers, together with some very fine fruit, are produced in the 
islands, while in the sea around the coasts fish abound. 

The Bermudas are the head-quarters of the British North Atlantic 
and West Indian Naval Command. 


ORCHIDS AT TRINIDAD. 
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In addition to the islands of the West Indies, two valuable tracts 
on the mainland of Central and South America form parts of our great 
Empire; these are British Honduras and British Guiana. 


BRITISH HONDURAS 

In Central America is British Honduras, a settlement which was 
originally colonized by logwood cutters from Jamaica. Up till 1884, 
indeed, it was subordinate to the Government of that island, but now 
ranks as a Crown Colony directly under the Imperial Government. 

The country is mostly covered by primeval forests in which fine 
mahogany and logwood trees are to be found. 

In the lower regions are rolling plains on which herds of cattle 
are grazed. 

Honduras has a hot, damp climate, but not an unhealthy one, 
and produces, in addition to its timber, sugar, rubber, cocoa, bananas, 
oranges, and pineapples. 

At Belize, the capital and chief port, there is a wireless station. 


BRITISH GUIANA 

In South America proper is British Guiana, with an area of nearly 
90,000 square miles and a population of some 300,000. 

The climate is pleasant and healthy. Along the coast the land 
is below the level of the sea and intersected by canals made by the 
Dutch, the former owners of the territory. The growing of sugar- 
canes is one of the chief industries; rice and timber are other 
important products. 

The capital is Georgetown. 


RICE FIELDS, BRITISH GUIANA. | 
236 


THE FALKLAND ISLANDS 


ITH our outlying possessions in South America might be in- 
cluded the Falkland Islands. So small is the group that the 
average Britisher never knew that they were included in his Empire 
till their glorious association with the famous naval action of the 
Great War. And even the Falkland Islands, tiny as they are (Port 
Stanley, the capital, has a population of under goo inhabitants, less 
than that of many a village in this country), have their yet smaller 
dependency in the whaling settlement of South Georgia far down in the 
Antarctic Sea, where the entire population consists of a thousand 
fishermen and three women—surely the farthest outpost of all the 
wide-flung Empire. Here is the honoured grave of Sir Ernest 
Shackleton, the famous Antarctic explorer. 


OUTPOSTS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 


MAURITIUS 
AURITIUS, an island in the Indian Ocean, has been known to 
European settlers for many a century. First came the Portu- 
guese adventurers on their way to India. Then followed the Dutch 
in competition for the spices of the East. Then came the French, who 
christened the country the ‘Isle of France,” and finally the English 
who, with the downfall of Napoleon, secured the country by Treaty 
and to-day, after a British rule of over a hundred years, the island 
still shows traces of its other occupations, many of the inhabitants 
being of European ancestry other than British. Sugar forms the 
chief crop. 
THE SEYCHELLES ISLANDS 
The Seychelles Islands, also out in the Indian Ocean, between East 
Africa and India, form another British possession with a curious 
history. In the days when the Dutch had a practical monoply of 
the spice trade, the French colonized this group of islands with the 
express object of growing spices there themselves, to compete with 
the Dutch trade. The ninety odd islets are to-day British—we 
have a cable station there that forms an important link in the 
chain of Empire—but many of the people still speak a sort of French. 
Victoria, the capital, has a good harbour and is an Admiralty coaling 


station. “ 
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BURMA 
THE LAND OF RIVERS AND RUBIES 


HE great Province of Burma lies to the eastward of the Indian 
peninsula and has been in the possession of Great Britain since 

1886. We had exercised control over Lower Burma before then ; 
but Upper Burma was ruled by a sovereign named King Theebaw. 
He was not a very kingly sort of person, and his wife and mother, 
two cruel-hearted queens, usually told him what to do. At last they 
planned the assassination of all the King’s relatives, and this roused 
such a storm of anger that we sent an expedition to Mandalay. There 
was only a half-hearted sort of resistance, and since then Burma 
with its wonderful people and rich products, and an area of nearly a 


quarter of a million square miles, has been absorbed into the Indian 
Empire. 
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The country really comprises the basin of the Irawadi (a great 
river whose source has never yet been discovered), the area drained 
by the Salween and Sittang Rivers, and the coastal district of Arakan 
and Tenasserim.. Except for the deltas of these rivers the land is 
mostly hilly, and the snow-capped China hills rise to the grand height 
of 15,000 feet. 

The broad stream of the Irawadi is, of course, the great water- 
way of Burma. It is said to carry a greater amount of melted snow 
than any other river in the world, and in the wet season the great 
rivers of Burma swell into vast roaring torrents, covering a space 
of ten to fifteen miles from each bank, but the fact that the native 

huts are built on piles saves the Burmese dwellers in those localities 
| from destruction. The known length of the Irawadi is 1,100 miles, 
: and for goo of these it is navigable. Two hundred miles from the 
| sea this river is one mile broad, but in the narrow mountain passes, 
in the rainy season, the river rises to a height of go feet above its 
usual level. As the rainy season sometimes lasts in places from five 
to seven months, you may imagine that locally the atmosphere of 
Burma is extremely moist. But the climate and rainfall vary con- 
siderably in different parts of Burma. The absence of the blast of 
hot wind renders the night-time somewhat cool even in the hottest 
times of the year. 

The capital of Burma is Rangoon, which is on the left bank of 
Rangoon River, twenty-one miles from the sea. Here the whole trade 
of the delta of the Irawadi is concentrated, and the magnificent breadth 
greatly encourages shipping. In the city one may see the centre of 
Burmese religious life. The Burmese are Buddhists ; their yellow- 
garbed teachers are not priests, but men who have taken religious 
vows for some period of time—either shorter or longer; they have 
to beg for food, refuse to touch gold or silver, wear the yellow dress, 
teach the younger Burmese the great commandments, and how to read 
and write. 

The great Shway Dagon Pagoda is covered with pure gold. Be- 
sides this great pile, Rangoon possesses two cathedrals and every kind 
of mosque, church, temple, pagoda, and synagogue. Our picture shows 
some of the quaint forms of the pagodas. 

At Mandalay, the capital of Upper Burma, and lying about 400 
miles north of Rangoon, there are also many mosques, temples, pagodas, 


and monasteries; but there is nothing in this old capital like the 
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Shway Dagon, with its 
golden cupola 370 feet high 
——“A gold umbrella, hung 
with golden bells set with 
precious stones, surmounts 
the whole,’ and in an 
underground chamber 
below this cupola rest the 
hairs from Buddha’s head, 
which draw thousands of 
worshippers from all parts 
of the East. There, at the 
steps of the Pagoda, one 
may see the sad row of 
lepers begging alms from 
the worshippers as these 
go to offer gifts of rice, 
flowers, and sweetmeats at 
the several shrines. 
Burma is rich in trees 
of a useful and valuable 
kind. It has won- 
derful forests of 
teak, and some of 
these trees rise to a 
height of 120 feet 
: ©. from the ground to 
ie OF A PALAUNG LADY OF CHIEFLY RANK, SHAN the lowest ane 
STATES, BURMA. and have a girth of 
) 25 feet. Here also 
the bamboo grows luxuriantly. The Burmese employ these two 
kinds of wood for their simple, one-storied houses. The natives are 
very superstitious ; they believe in witchcraft, and employ all sorts 
of charms to protect themselves from evil spirits. Among other 
beliefs, they think it is wrong to rouse a sleeping person, lest his 
absent soul should not get back to the body in time. Their super- 
stition is responsible for these one-storied houses, for they consider 
it wrong to allow people to walk overhead. Therefore, whatever 


may be the rank of the owner, the Burmese house has only one story, 
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and, generally, this room—or rooms if other apartments lead from 
it—is raised on wooden posts several feet from the ground, as we have 
already seen. Only the richest people have houses of masonry. 

But the forests of Burma are rich in other products. Besides 
many kinds of wood they supply the world with large quantities of 
oil, varnish, tannin, gums, and rubber. In the wild haunts of the 
country roam the elephant, the Tne Sang and smaller creatures such 
as the tapir, buffalo, oy 
bison, tiger, leopard, 
and bear. Pythons 
and cobras abound 
in great numbers in 
the forests, while one 
of the most striking 
features of the land 
is the rich plumage 
and great variety of 
its birds. As you 
are aware, elephants 
play an important 
part in the industrial 
life of the Burmese. 
So intelligent are 
they that they are 
employed in timber 
yards as_ coolies ; 
they haul, pile, and 
stack teak logs quite 
as well as men, and, 
of course, with 
greater ease. Like 
their human 
masters, elephants 
know the sound of 
the dinner-bell and 
the time to leave off 
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the bell sounds down The more beautifully he is tattooed, the better his chances of winning a 
_ goes the log, and off 
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wife. 
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wanders Jumbo to the river for a gambol in the mud and water with 
his chums, and then to his well-earned meal. They know how to 
work and play. One lady told the story of an elephant which was 
accustomed to shut one eye while he used the other to look along 
the logs to see whether they were laid perfectly square! 

Some of the Burmese petroleum wells have been worked for over 
2,000 years. Here jade and amber are worked, marble is quarried at 
Mandalay, and in this same district the world’s finest rubies are dis- 
covered. Rice, rubies, and teak are Burma’s richest possessions, and 
these supplies promise her a great commercial future. 

The Burmese are a merry, contented people, and are free from 
the ambitions of the West. Both men and women wear the hair long, 
even to the ankles if they are fortunate enough to induce it to grow 
so far. In dress both sexes delight in bright colours, and show 
much taste in their selection of hues. Unlike her sisters in other 
Eastern lands, woman is free; and she is more energetic than the 
man, who is quite content to smoke his cheroot and leave his wife to 
manage matters. But the lady also knows the enjoyment of the 
cheroot, and may be seen puffing away as busily as her husband. 

B. L. K. HENDERSON. 


Photo} (W. A. Mansell & Co. 
A STREET IN HONG KONG. 
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A STREET IN SINGAPORE. 


BRITISH MALAYA 


THE LAND OF TIN, RUBBER, AND 
TAPIOCA 


(Photographs reproduced by courtesy of the Malay States Information Agency.) 


N the long list of ships in the British Navy are many old and famous 
names; but among them is one that is comparatively new. It is 
the name of a super-Dreadnought—a sister vessel to the famous Queen 
Elizabeth—and tells its own story—the Malaya. This battleship wasa 
present to the British Empire from certain States in the East, now under 
the British Flag; they are called the Federated Malay States, and they 
liein the long, narrow wedge of land between the Indian Ocean and the 
Chinese Sea. The name of that mighty vessel tells of the prosperity 
of the land—a battleship is a very handsome present—and it tells also 
of its loyalty to the Empire. 
The Malay Peninsula! What do we know about it? Many 


things near at hand may remind us of its treasures. The tapioca 
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pudding on the 
dinner-table (which 
comes a_ little too 
often), the pepper, 
the tin things in the 
kitchen, the rubber 
on your bicycle 
tyres, may all have 
come from that land. 
Andis there a stamp 
collector who does 
not know the stamp 
across which the 
tiger stalks? That 
is a Malayan stamp ; 
Malaya is a land 
where tigers are 
still found, but they keep very much to themselves, and even hunters 
find it hard to meet them. That is because so much of the peninsula 
is forest and jungle still. 

A traveller who wishes to explore this country should allow a 
month to get there from England. When he arrives in the green island 
of Penang, he is at the north of a land rather less in size than England 
and Wales, and with a population very much smaller than that of 
London. In the island which used to be called after the Prince of 
Wales, and now is known as Penang, he will see the hills rise from the 
water’s edge, and standing on the broad ribbon of sand he will want to 
know how this tropical country, freshened by rain and rich in so many 
treasures, fell to the British Empire. 

Schoolboys in ancient times were taught that beyond the river 
Ganges, in India, lay a wonderful country, “ the Golden Chersonese.”’ 
Their maps were very hazy in those days, and what they did not know 
they imagined. Sometimes there came ships from these far lands 
bringing “ gold, ivory, apes and peacocks.”’ From that same land 
to-day come nearly a third of the tin of the world and over half the 
world’s supply of rubber. The Golden Chersonese it was that gave 
us the Malaya. 

Very few of the earliest inhabitants, a dark-brown race of jungle- 


dwellers, are left. But long before Englishmen came upon the scene 
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the Malays had arrived: they are a strange race; some think of - 
them as relatives of the Chinese; others believe that they came from 
the South. It is more than five hundred years since they either crossed 
from the island of Sumatra, or came from the North, and gave to 
the peninsula the name it still bears. 

Of European nations the Portuguese were the first to discover 
the treasures of Malacca; the Dutch were second in the race, the 
British a slow third. It was not until 1600 that the merchants of 
London formed a company for trading in the East Indies. They did 
this because the Dutch merchants had raised the price of pepper 
from three to six or even eight shillings a pound. British mer- 
chants in the days of Queen Elizabeth could not be expected to 
stand that. 

But with all our growing trade in the East, it was not until 1786 
that the Malays gave to : 
us Penang, and only in 
1824 did the Dutch yield 
Malacca and the Dindings, 
and the flag of England did 
not wave over Singapore 
until 1819. The plain fact 
is that few Englishmen 
saw the importance of 
these trading centres, and 
the men who did see it, 
Captain Light and Sir 
Thonias Stamford Raffles, 
were treated shabbily ; but 
they should be honoured 
to-day, Light in Penang, 
and Raffles in Singapore. 
If there is any part of the 
Empire which seems to 
have come to us almost 
against our wishes, it is 
Malaya. The man who 
hoisted the flag in Singa- 
pore has his monument in 
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retired in disgrace 
with the East India 
Company, and he 
died at the age of 
forty-five, before his 
country knew the 
value of his work. 
Raffles must 
always stand among 
the great servants of 
the Empire because 
of his noble charac- 
ter, his knowledge, 
and his foresight. 
“If ‘1 .keepesings= 
pore,” he saidje a 
shall be quite satisfied.” A glance at the map will show that this 
port commands the trade of two great seas; and from the moment 
when Raffles forced it upon the Empire it has steadily grown in value. 
At first there was some little difficulty with pirates; the Malay 
was much given to piracy, and, like Captain Hook, he would make 
his victims “ walk the pretty plank,’ or something like that. But 
steam killed piracy, and the Malay had to take to other and less 
romantic callings. He could not be expected to fight steamships. 
With Penang, Malacca and Singapore in its hold, the Empire 
had a footing in Malaya. For long the Straits Settlements, as they 
are called, were our only possessions. But gradually the native States 
sought the protection of Britain; and in 1895 Perak, Selangor, Negri 
Sembilan and Pahang became the Federated Malay States, a British 
Protectorate; while five other States, known as the Unfederated 
Malay States, Johore, Kedah, Kelantan, Trengganu, Perlis, and Brunei 
have by treaty accepted a more limited degree of British protection, 
If the traveller who first touches Malaya at Penang wishes to 
journey southward, he will find an excellent train service, and in 
24 hours he can reach Singapore; but probably he will want to take 
longer. He will not wish to pass Malacca or to miss the opportunities 
of seeing the mining and the rubber plantations. Malacca he will 
find a city renewing its youth; until 1909 it wore the air of a city 
with its glory in the past, but the increase of trade in rubber has brought 
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life back to its deserted markets. Someone discovers the motor-car in 
the West, and straightway an Eastern Settlement awakes from sleep ! 

In praise of Singapore, which is an island, but which British en- 
gineering skill has recently connected with the mainland by a rubble 
causeway, carrying a double railway track and a motor road, much 
has been written. “Singapore from the roads,” says a writer who 
knows the land as few can, “is ever fair to see.” He tells of the un- 
broken mass of buildings, shining and white, facing the sea, and of 
the forest of masts in the harbour. ‘‘ The Singapore river is so tightly 
packed with hundreds of small craft that it is difficult enough to 
preserve a fairway to admit of passage.” There is in the city a medley 
of nationalities and a babel of tongues; everywhere, on sea and on 
land, the place is seething with life. 

But the settlements on the coast are footholds in a fierce conflict 
with the Jungle and the Forest. The Forest is the enemy which must 
be fought ceaselessly in Malaya. There are, it is true, many wild 
beasts against whom man has to win his way ; Malaya is richer than 
most lands in its fauna; the gibbon, the pig-tailed baboon, the tiger, 
the elephant, the rhinoceros, the tapir, are all at home in the Peninsula ; 
but they are not so hard to conquer as the Forest with its huge trees, 
and its dense shrubs laced together by canes of various kinds, making 
a barrier to those who would penetrate the interior. The Forest 
comes back again even where it is defeated if the fight is not renewed. 
But when man has 
finally won his vic- 
tory over the Jungle 
and the Forest, he 
will find untold 
treasures. 

Much is being 
done already: there 
are thousands of 
miles of splendid 
roads, and the rail- 
way service has 
opened up the 
western border ; has 
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Siamese State Railways, so that a through journey from Singapore 
to Bangkok is possible ; and is now striking through the centre ; it Is 
not so exciting as the old way of travelling by bullock-cart, but it 
is much quicker. In the great cities electric trams may be seen 
alongside these carts drawn by nimble cattle, just as a steamer ora 
battleship may be moored near to Chinese junks. 

The people in British Malaya are of many races ; but apart from 
the colony of Europeans (who number about 15,000) the most im- 
portant are the Chinese and the Malays. 

The Chinese number more than a million ; they are more indus- 
trious and enterprising than the Malays; they had worked the tin 
mines for generations before the scientific Westerner came to their 
aid ; in great cities, such as Singapore, they pull the rickshaws, keep 
shops, load and unload the ships, and altogether are very useful in- 
habitants. Much of the plantation work is done by Indian labour. 

The Malay is short in height, with high cheek-bones, a complexion 

| : =, browner than the Chinese, black 
and slightly oblique eyes. He has 
many good qualities, but he is 
somewhat slow in his movements; 
and he shows: no disposition to 
rival the Chinese in activity. It 
is clear that he has not much 
“go”? inhim. When the Chinese 
go ahead, he probably says, “let 
them.” In religion, he is a 
disciple of Mohammed, but he 
keeps many customs and beliefs 
which were his before the message 
of the Arab prophet came to the 
East. When he is near the sea 
heis a skilful fisherman; and he 
is famous for his boat-building. 
Slow as he is, the Malay has 
many excellent qualities, and those 
who know him best like him most. 

Of the many treasures in 
Malaya there are three of special 
interest—tin, the coco-nut and 
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rubber. Tin was one of the 
attractions: which led the 
ancients to Britain, where 
in Cornwall tin mines are 
still in existence. In the 
Malay Peninsula it was the 
Chinese who were attracted 
by the tin ore, which is 
found in the form of the 
finest of dust up to lumps 
of several hundred pounds, 
and in every conceivable form of soil, in the lowest valleys, and on the 
tops of mountains. The white man has brought in the use of new 
machinery for pumping and dredging ; but the Chinese smile ; and still 
in their working of the mines they believe that the wearing of boots 
or the opening of an umbrella in their mine will drive the tin away. 

Of the other two great treasures the coco-nut has been cultivated 
from antiquity ; if the Chinese are the miners, the Malays themselves 
are fond of coco-nut planting and thoroughly understand it. 

Nothing that grows on earth, it is said, has so many uses for man ~ 
as the coco-nut palm. For the native it means food and drink, and the 
Asiatic, according to a great historian, celebrated three hundred and 
sixty uses to which the tree could be put. But there are more now. 
It is used in the making of lard, soap, candles; also in the making 
of margarine, a widely-used substitute for butter; it is found in rope, 
matting, felt ; no one needs to be told of the sweet called coco-nut ice ; 
the copra (or dried kernel) is used in making food for cattle. The 
oil is most useful, and the nut without the oil has its own value, so that 
the cultivation of this tree not only gives the natives their living, but 
it enables them to send every year to Europe and other lands over 
three million pounds’ worth of copra. 

The best sites are near the rivers, which overflow from time to 
time. The Peninsula is rich in rivers winding among foothills, and 
thence through valleys to the sea; in such a country, hilly and 
proken, the natives will meet with rapids, and all hands will be 
needed to lift the boat. In a forest land the river becomes the only 
thoroughfare. ; ray. 

The story of the modern rubber trade in Malaya is like a romance. 


There were rubber trees in the land long before the rush for rubber 
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began. There was a demand for india-rubber and mackintoshes 
before men planted rubber trees. But the new chapter began with 
the planting of Pard rubber trees brought from South America. The 
story can be told in five chapters— 

Chapter 1. The Director of Kew Gardens writes to a traveller 
in South America and bids him secure as many seeds of the rubber 
tree as possible and bring them to England. 

The traveller receives the letter, but does not know how to bring - 
the seeds home from the Great River. 

Chapter 2. By chance a great liner arrives in the river, and as 
she has no cargo for the home journey, the explorer charters the 
steamer. 

Chapter 3. Now he gets as many Indians as he can, and with 
great care they collect 70,000 seeds and sling them in the empty fore- 
hold. The weather, fortunately, proves fine (rubber seeds die very 
easily). 

Chapter 4. The seeds are landed at Liverpool, and carried by 
a special train to Kew. Only four out of every hundred seeds become 
trees ; 2,800 are reared in Kew, and of these (in Chapter 5) 1,919 are 
sent to Ceylon; and seven plants arrive safely in Kuala Kangsar, 
in the State of Perak. So begins the modern production of rubber 
trees. 

There are many ways of tapping the trees for the latex (or Sap) ; 
the favourite one to-day is by cutting the bark over one-half or one- 
third of the circumference of the tree, the Jatex then flows from the 
cut through a spout into the glass, metal, or earthenware container 
beneath. In this, however, and in the rubber industry improvements 
are made yearly. 

Few lands are changing so quickly. Well-planned towns have 
replaced shabby little villages ; machinery is rapidly supplanting hand 
labour ; new roads penetrate the forest, and additional railways render 
travel to the more remote regions safe and speedy ; the miner and the 
planter are developing the rich resources of this sunny land, and wild 
vegetation is fast giving way to well-ordered plantations. Most of this 
progress 1t owes to the wise government of British rulers and thé enter- 
prise of British pioneers. Malaya was called The Golden Chersonese 
but its golden age is in the future, not in the past. 
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(Photographs reproduced by courtesy of the British North Borneo (Chartered) Company.) 


EAVING India en route for China or Japan, and journeying 
through the Straits of Malacca past Singapore into the China 

Sea, the traveller by ocean steamer has on his right the great island 
of Borneo, the northern portion of which, with an area of about 31,000 
square miles (almost exactly that of Scotland), is a British Protec- 
torate, and is known as the State of North Borneo. This important 
territory is administered by the British North Borneo (Chartered) Com- 
pany under a Royal Charter which gives it sovereign and territorial 
rights, subject to the supreme control of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. The Company has its head-quarters and a Court of 
Directors in London, just as the old East India Company had, and 
appoints its own Governor and officials. It is doing excellent work 
in developing the great resources of its territory, which produces all 
manner of useful things, such as rubber, tobacco, timber, coal, sago, 
coco-nuts, beeswax, and pearls, while a brisk trade is done with China 


in “ delicacies ”’ such as sharks’ fins and the famous birds’ nests which 
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are used for soup. But fgeepeeee i ae ae 
the British North Borneo a=" 
(Chartered) Company does | 
not itself trade as did the 
East India Company. Its 
officials are fully occupied 
in opening up the country  » 
by means of railways, roads, | =—« 
and telegraphs, searching 
for the various valuable | 
minerals in which their [8 = 
wonderiul téerricory RIDING A SEA TURTLE. 
abounds, and in keeping 
order among a very mixed coloured population of about a quarter 
of a million. 
The Company’s capital is at Sandakan, where there are churches, 
a club, hotel, bank, stores, gaol, and barracks, besides the Govern- 
ment offices and private bungalows. The barracks are occupied by 
the Police Force, which is under European officers and possesses six 
machine-guns and four mountain guns. At head-quarters and at the 
ports the police are usually Sikhs and Pathans from Northern India. 
British North Borneo is very thinly populated and much of the 
country inland is virgin forest. Along the coast the natives are 
chiefly Bajaus, or Sea Gipsies, a wild, restless race descended from 
the piratical tribes who used to be the terror of the seas in these parts 
until they were heavily dealt with by Admiral Sir Harry Keppel. 


9 They still live chiefly in 
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their boats, and are expert 
fishermen, using both nets 
and a sort of maze of bam- 
boo fencing, forming traps 
which are called kilongs, 
Their boats are usually 
made, as Robinson 
Crusoe’s boat was, out of 
a single trunk of a tree, 
with the addition of long 
- _ planks on either side to get 

‘A NATIVE WAR DANCE. great depth, The mast is 
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of a light straight jungle 
wood, the boom and gaft 
being of bamboo. These 
boats are very fast and in 
a following wind can easily 
out-distance a steam launch, 
while their shallow draught 
= of only a few inches enables 
wr B Diet . them to go full speed over 
ae - ge ae : a coral reef a foot or so 
a ae pote deep, and so defy pursuit. 
GATHERING TURTLE EGGS. The Bajaus are born sailors, 

and children only ten years 

old can easily manage one of their boats in almost any sea. 

The bulk of the inland population are known as Dusuns, and 
are divided into many tribes and sections. They are said to be largely 
of Chinese origin, but have also a good deal of the Dyak, or Malay, 
in them, and many years ago used, like the true Dyaks, to indulge 
freely in the practice of head-hunting, the possession of a head being 
a sure passport to an island damsel’s favour. As a rule, however, 
the heads were obtained in the most cowardly way, a woman’s or 
child’s being just as “good” as a man’s. 

The Dusuns are a queer, superstitious race, but have some good 
qualities, being kindly, simple folk, truthful and honest in the highest 
degree. On the other hand, they are inveterate drinkers. 

The Dusun graves 
are constructed of 
hard wood, carved 
in fantastic designs 
and picked out in 
vivid colours. The 
roof is of sago 
palm leaves, and 
round the graves are 
numerous coloured 
flags. The Dusuns 
set great store by i 
their graves, and if en" a 
damage is done to a? A WEDDING CEREMONY. 
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AN ISLAND VILLAGE. 


The coast of Borneo is girt with islands where coco-nut palms grow in abundance. The coast and island 
natives build their houses on the seashore and often over the water. 

them compensation is demanded, and the demands have to be satisfied. 

This is a very short account of a most interesting country which 
is steadily growing in importance and is destined to play a great 
part in the future of the Empire. It is at present being developed 
as rapidly as circumstances will allow, and already its wonderful 
natural resources have been opened up to a remarkable extent, con- 
sidering that the British North Borneo (Chartered) Company, to which 
the growing prosperity of this valuable Protectorate is entirely due, 
was formed little more than thirty years ago. 

OWEN WHEELER. 


A DYAK USING A BLOWPIPE. 
He is in the act of blowing out one of his poisoned darts, At 
his waist is the bamboo receptacle in which the darts are kept: 
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British Dominions, Colonies, Protectorates and Possessions 


Areas in square miles and populations are given in round figures. 

The total area of the British Empire is estimated at 13,909,782 
square miles, the total inhabitants at 460,100,000, of whom about 
60,000,000 are whites. The total land area of the world is estimated 
at 55,500,000 square miles, and the total population at 1,849,500,000. A 
quarter of the land area and about a quarter of the world’s inhabitants 
are therefore comprised in the British Empire. (See map, page 240.) 


In Europe and the Mediterranean. 


Area. Population, 

British Isles . : “ : : 5 c : : . : 121,400 48,000,000 

Gibraltar : : : : : : : : : - : 2 22,000 

Malta and Gozo. - : : ; : é ; : : 120 225,000 

Cyprus . £ = 2 : : : : 5 3 . 5 3,600 275,000 
In North America. 

Canada - A A : ‘ : : : : ‘ - 3,530,600 8,789,000 
Newfoundland E - : : : 5 : : ; 5 40,000 263,000 
In Central America. 

British Honduras . : A < 2 : ’ : ‘ ; 8,600 40,500 
In South America. 

British Guiana 2 ; : ; ; : ‘ : : 6 go, 300 298,000 
The West Indies. 

Jamaica ; A 3 ji : ; : : , : 4,200 863,000 
Trinidad and Tobago - : : ; F : : : : 1,860 363,000 
Bahamas : : : - - ; : : - ; 4,400 53,000 
Leeward Islands . : : : : : ; : Z : 750 140,000 
Windward Islands . : : : ? ; P ; : ; 510 162,000 
Barbados . - < - : ; : : : : A 170 156,000 
In the Atlantic Ocean. 

Bermudas . - ; z : : : : . : ; 20 20,000 
Ascension - : : ‘ = ; 5 : 2 - a 40 150 
St. Helena . ; é . : ; : ; “ 47 3,806 
Falklands and South Georgia , ? : : : ; ; A 7,500 3,000 
In the Indian Ocean. 

Mauritius : ; , ; ; ; ; : é ; A 720 384,000 
Seychelles Islands . ; ; ; ; : , , : 150 25,000 
Andaman and Nicobar istands: : F 7 3,140 27,000 
The Laceadive, Keeling (or Cocos) and other island groups . 3 —_— 35,000 

In Asia. 

Indian Empire : 5 : : - : A . 1,900,000 320,000,000 
Ceylon -" - 5 F) 25,500 4,500,000 
Aden, Perim, Socotra, ete. 80 56,500 
Straits Settlements 1,660 909,000 
Federated Malay States . 27,600 1,325,000 
Other Malay States : : 22,800 825,000 
Hong Kong . % C : 390 625,000 
Wei-Hai-Wei 6 : 300 160,000 
British North Borneo 31,100 204,000 

4,000 30,000 


In Asia (continued), 


Area. Population. 
Sarawak ; ; : 5 : : 5 5 : ; A 50,000 650,000 
Palestine 5 , < ‘ A : : P . ‘ A 9,000 650,000 
Mesopotamia 4 5 - : : . 5 5 ; . 150,000 2,850,000 

In Australasia. 
Australia 3 6 : . : : ; : c - 2,975,120 5,431,000 
Papua : ‘ : " : ‘ : : : : : 90,540 360,000 
New Zealand and Annexed Islands . - 5 ; - : 2 105,000 1,285,000 
Fiji and other Pacifie Islands : 5 < : - : 2 20,000 357,000 
In Africa. 

Union of South Africa . 5 : . 5 a - : 5 795,289 7,156,300 
Rhodesia ; : 5 A A ; : : : : : 450,000 1,750,000 
Basutoland . ; : : : ; : : ; , 10,300 500,000 
Bechuanaland é 5 : : : é : : : 275,000 153,000 
Swaziland . 3 : = : : : - : : : 6,678 133,500 
Somaliland . : - ; ‘ ; - ; : 3 : 68,000 300,000 
Uganda : é : 7 : A : ; : ; : 223,500 3,100,000 
Kenya . ; é 5 ; : ; ‘ : ; : ‘ 566,000 12,000,000 
Tanganyika . 5 : ‘ : ‘ 3 : ‘ ‘ . 365,000 4,122,000 
Nyasaland . : 5 : : ‘ ; : : : ‘ 300,000 I,200,000 
Sudan . : ; : : ; : : : : 3 . 1,015,000 4,000,000 
Zanzibar and Pemb 5 : ¢ : : : : : : 1,020 200,000 
Gambia : - : : : : : : : : - 4,000 210,000 
Gold Coast . 3 : ‘ : : A : , : ‘ 92,000 2,030,000 
Sierra Leone . : : c - 3 : : - : : 34,000 I,541,000 
Nigeria . : . i . .e c . : 4 = 363,700 17,400,000 
Togoland (British Sphere) 5 : : : - = ; : 13,040 188,000 
Cameroons (British Sphere) . 5 2 : . ° . 5 28,000 — 


Photo] (W. A. Mansell & Co. 
A SOLOMON ISLANDER. : 
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